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"  We  tried  very  hard  to  stop  Pickett's  men  from  captm-ing  the  breast* 
worlis  of  tlie  enemy,  but  couldn't  do  it." — R.  E.  Lee,  General. 

If  any  explanation  or  apology  for  the  publication  of 
this  little  work,  at  the  present  time,  be  necessary,  it  must 
be  found  in  the  simple  text  I  have  quoted,  and  in  this : 
The  Government  of  Virginia,  during  the  progress  of  the 
war,  directed  the  compilation  of  a  record  of  the  services 
of  the  Virginia  troops  in  the  field,  which,  together  with 
a  roll  of  honor,  should  be  preserved  among  the  archives 
of  the  State.  This  work  was  nearly  completed,  but  never 
published,  the  whole  of  the  manuscript  having  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire  upon  the  evacuation  of  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond. Inspector-General  of  Pickett's  Division,  the  author 
of  this  fragment  of  history,  was  selected  to  prepare  the 
record  of  that  command.  From  notes  taken  at  that 
time,  and  from  an  intimate  personal  knowledge  of  its 
then  and  subsequent  history,  this  work  is  now  offered 
to  the  public.  It  makes  no  pretence  of  being  a  general 
sketch  even  of  the  war.  As  its  title  mdicates,  its  chief 
object  is  to  detail  the  operations  of  a  particular  com- 
mand ;  to  correct  many  misapprehensions  and  errors  into 
Avhich  writers  of  more  extended  works  have  fallen,  either 
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through  ignorance  of  the  actual  events,  or  false  infor- 
mation as  to  the  facts  material  to  a  fair  judgment  of  its 
merits.  Whatever  its  trifling  value  or  importance  ma_y 
be,  it  is  not  designed  for  the  vain-giorification  of  any 
man  or  set  of  men.  To  "  extenuate  nothing,"  much  less 
to  "set  down  aught  in  malice;"  to  draw  no  invidious 
distinctions,  but  to  pay  a  just  tribute  where  credit  is  due, 
is  its  sole  aim. 

To  the  memory  of  its  thousands  fallen  in  imperishable 
glory ;  to  the  living  honor  of  its  hundreds  of  maimed  and 
scarred  veterans;  to  the  fortunate  few  who  have  hon- 
estly won  their  laurels  without  these  proud,  yet  painful 
testimonials,  is  this  work  dedicated.  To  the  derelict  in 
duty,  if  such  there  may  have  been,  it  has  no  direction. 
Let  their  names  stand  forever  in  the  shadows  of  oblivion  ! 
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CHAPTER  I. 


THE     CALL    TO    ARMS. 


Although  it  is  by  no  means  the  province  of  this  work 
to  discuss  the  political  questions  of  the  war,  the  right 
of  secession  or  revolution  on  the  one  side,  and  the  right 
of  coercion  on  the  other,  yet  it  is  necessary  to  preface 
even  this  simple  recital  of  facts  with  an  "  argument  " 
proper,  or  brief  synopsis  of  the  causes  in  general,  and  the 
sentiments  of  a  particular  people,  always  loyal  and  true 
in  the  strictest  sense,  which  forced  them  to  an  appeal  to 
anms  as  a  last  resort,  after  every  effort  tried  towards  a 
compromise  and  peaceful  reconciliation  of  the  difficulties 
threatening  the  Federal  integrity  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  plainest  reserved  right  of  individuality  of  the  separate 
States  of  the  Union,  whether  of  organic  principal  or  in- 
ternal legislation,  on  the  other.  It  is  the  feelings  of  the 
masses  of  the  people,  not  the  pi'omptings  of  political  dema- 
gogues, with  which  we  have  to  deal.  Accept  as  a  fact, 
that  all  overtures  for  peaceable  settlement,  no  matter 
from  what  source  they  have  proceeded,  have  failed;  that 
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a  declaration  of  war  has  beeu  made,  de  facto ;  that  a  call 
for  troops  has  been  made,  to  suppress  whatever  species 
of  revolution  it  may  have  pleased  partisans  to  name  it ; 
that  a  territory,  a  "  separate  sovereignty"  or  not,  but  a 
soil,  sacred  in  the  eyes  and  hearts  of  its  children,  has 
been  invaded,  whether  by  constitutional  authority  or 
otherwise ;  and  we  arrive  at  the  point  from  which  this 
partial  history  takes  its  inception.  The  unlettered  masses 
do  not  pretend  to  construe  constitutional  rights  and 
powers,  and  the  more  learned  in  the  present  day  only 
construe  the  lex  scripta  exactly  to  suit  their  own  pur- 
poses. 

Perhaps,  could  we  have  had  the  "  fathers"  who  framed 
that  instrument  so  much  revered,  or  even  their  more 
immediate  successors,  to  legislate  upon  the  causes  that 
produced  this  civil  war  between  their  descendants,  we 
might  yet  have  had  no  more  (nor  worse)  than  fierce  par- 
liamentary debates  ;^  wranglers  in  wordy  conflict,  re- 
sulting in  no  shedding  of  precious  blood;  but  no  loyal 
"  leaguers  "  from  the  "  hub  of  the  universe ;  "  no  "  cove- 
nanters with  hell "  from  the  tribunes  of  the  North ;  no 
"long-legged  liquor  law"  lumber-men  from  the  State  of 
Maine,  ax-ing  their  way  across  the  Potomac,  and  taldng 
it  back ;  no  "  fire-eaters  "  fi'om  the  hot  savannahs  of  the 
South ;  and  no  "  Pickett's  men,"  in  arms  "  upon  their 
native  heath."  to  repel  a  bloody  invasion  of  their  homes 
and  firesides. 

But  Young  America,  in  its  progression  towards  a 
"  manifest  destiny,"  had  become  much  too  plethoric  for 
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health.  No  sana  mens  could  exist  in  such  an  insano 
eorpore.  A  morbid  appetite,  insatiate  with  acquisition 
of  new  territory,  and  pugnacious  definenient  of  boundary 
lines,  could  no  longer  be  appeased  by  foreign  imbroglio, 
but  must  needs  turn  a  gluttonous  maw  upon  its  own  vitals. 
The  cold  calculations  of  Puritanism  could  ill  agree  with 
the  liberal  laisser  oiler  of  Huguenot  and  Cavalier  blood. 
Natural  enemies,  like  fox  and  dog,  no  dexterous  show- 
man could  reduce  them  to  the  condition  of  a  "  happy 
family."  The  hat,  cocked  askant,  the  love-locks,  the 
bully-swagger,  were  a  traditional  and  forever  offence  in 
the  eyes  and  under  the  nostrils  of  Roundhead  and  Square- 
toes.  The  extravagant  assumptions  of  the  one,  and  the 
dogged  determination  of  the  other,  could  but  bring  about 
a  violent  rupture  at  last.  Idle  vaporings  of  Congress- 
men, insults  and  sneers  on  the  one  side,  empty  cartels 
and  loaded  canes  on  the  other,  were  for  thirty  years  the 
unheeded  mutterings  of  the  terrible  storm  which  finally 
burst  upon  us  in  1861;  and  made  of  our  forefather's 
legacy  a  model  (?)  and  nearly-finished  Repi^blic  ! 

The  fearful  consequence  of  these  dissensions  was  never 
really  contemplated  by  either  side.  If  North  or  South 
had  ever  believed  that  the  result  would  have  been  an 
obstinate,  bloody,  and  fratricidal  war  of  four  years'  dura- 
tion, even  the  very  final  counsels  would  have  been  tem- 
pered with  more  discretion,  more  forbearance.  Statesmen 
were  yet  to  be  found — even  in  the  impoverished  condi- 
tion of  the  country  in  that  article — Avho  would  have 
been  willing  to  offer  any  honorable  terms  of  compromise. 
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Virginia  held  out  the  olive  branch  as  long  as  her  fair 
fame  as  the  "  mother  of  states  and  statesmen,"  the  great 
conservator  of  union,  harmony,  and  peace  could  bear 
it.  She  was  chicled  with  sloth,  indifference  and  apathy  in 
this  great  secession  movement.  Yes  !  And  how  nobly 
she  answered  when  came  the  times  that  tried  men's 
souls.  She  travailed  in  pain,  she  watched  and  prayed 
that  the  bitter  cup  might  pass ;  but  she  never  once  wav- 
ered in  the  trying  hour. 

When  the  last  hope  of  honorable  accommodation  was 
lost ;  when  her  honest,  fair  overtures  for  mediation  and 
peace  were  spurned ;  when  not  only  war  was  in  effect 
declared  against  one  of  her  sister  states,  by  what  she 
ever  believed  to  be  an  usurping  power,  but  that  she 
was  called  upon  to  furnish  troops  for  this  armed  coer- 
cion ;  what  does  she,  in  substance,  reply?  We  loere  no 
secessionists ;  you  have  forced  us  to  be  so  !  Don't  flat- 
ter yourselves,  however,  thereupon,  that  we  are  submis- 
sionists  to  the  last  extreme.  We  desire  to  be  loyal  to 
the  union  of  States,  but  we  do  not  recognize  in  you 
the  right  of  coercion ;  and  we  do  mean  to  assert  the 
right  of  armed  revolution  in  any  of  the  sovereign  States 
of  this  confederation  of  States,  whenever  it  shall  feel 
itself  unjustly  oppressed,  beyond  the  virtue  of  endurance, 
by  the  general  (and  delegated)  government  thereof. 

We  therefore  say  that  so  far  from  furnishing  troops 
for  the  oppression  or  coercion  of  any  one  of  those  States, 
we  will  not  even  permit  the  passage  of  an  armed  force 
through  our  State  for  such  purpose.     Upon  this  point  we 
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take  issue  with  the  United  States  government,  or  any 
other  government ;  will  maintain  it,  if  forced  to  do  so, 
with  our  arms  and  sacred  honor;  and  God  defend  the 
right ! 

This  was  the  position  of  Virginia ;  not  perhaps  in  such 
phraseology,  but  in  equivalent  terms ;  and  what  was 
then  the  feeling  throughout  the  great  North  ?  Was  its 
opinion  undivided  upon  this  great  question  ?  That  whole 
country,  powerful  as  it  has  proved  itself,  hung  with  anx- 
iety upon  the  deliberations  of  the  convention  of  Vir- 
ginia, applauded  its  very  sturdy  deliberation,  and  have 
never,  in  their  hearts,  to  this  day  failed  to  respect  it. 
So  long  as  Virginia  withheld  active  unition  with  a 
Southern  Confederacy  of  States,  the  cry  was :  "  Good, 
Virginia !  Noble  old  commonwealth  !  "  But  after : 
"  lis  ont  change  toitt  celay 

As  late  as  May  or  June,  1861,  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment arrested  and  sought  to  j)rosecute  in  the  city  of 
New  York  not  individuals  only,  but  bodies  of  Northern 
men  who  were  supposed  to  be  sympathizing  with  the 
Southern  cause  to  the  extent  of  offering  armed  support. 

A  great  military  chieftain  is  known  to  have  counselled 
the  expediency  of  permitting  the  Southern  States  to 
withdraw  without  forcible  opposition ;  and  a  no  less 
distinguished  political  leader  then  said :  "  Let  our  errin<»" 
sisters  go  in  peace,"  Still,  the  original  agitators  on 
either  side  kept  harping  on  their  grievances  and  encour- 
aging the  fra3^ 

As  miglit  have  been  expected,  when  the  combat  was 
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well  engaged — "when  Greek  was  joined  to  Gi-eek"  — 
where  were  these  Bombastes  Furiosos  ?  certahily  not 
"within  tte  tug  of  war."  Possibly,  late  in  1865,  the 
capacious  bomb-proofs — well  remembered  mausoleums  of 
the  war — may  have  given  up  those  who  "  were  not  dead, 
but  only  sleeping,"  to  a  renewed  obligation  of  duty  to 
their  common  country — in  retarding  a  condition  of  peace 
and  honorable  reconstruction.  This  is  a  general  rule 
applying  to  both  sides,  to  which,  however j  there  are  hon- 
orable exceptions. 

To  pass  as  speedily  as  possible,  from  these  general  re- 
flections, which  are  germane  only  to  the  introduction  of 
this  work,  we  arrive  at  the  period  of  the  call  to  arms  in 
Virginia;  the  point  of  time  at  which  commences  for 
our  purpose  the  history  of  "Pickett's  Men." 

The  Proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  their  State  was 
the  clarion  which  aroused  them  to  the  grand  action  of 
life,  as  the  fatal  bullet  of  the  foe  was  the  messenger 
which  released  them  from  its  hardsliips  and  trials  of  for- 
titude, or  the  final  surrender  of  their  hopes  at  Appo- 
mattox reduced  them  to  the  submission  of  the  vanquished 
heroes  tliat  they  are. 

No  voice  but  the  call  of  honor  was  required  to  bring 
them  to  the  field ;  and  no  tribute  do  they  ask  but  the 
commendation  of  their  countiy. 

Is  it  just  that  these  men  should  be  robbed  of  their 
true  meed  of  glory,  either  through  ignorance  or  design  ? 
That  after  having  been  always  respected  by  their  ene- 
mies in  time  of  war,  they  should  bo  siibjectod  to  the  weak 
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"damnation  of  faint  praise"  from  their  ci-devant  friends 
in  time  of  peace  ?  Whenever  there  shall  be  a  real  history 
of  the  war  written,  there  is  no  fear  but  that  they  will 
shine  upon  its  pages  in  their  true  light,  with  no  boastful 
superiority,  but  as  hand  in  hand  with  the  foremost  who 
pledged  their  "  hearts  and  hands  and  sacred  honor  "  in 
the  cause  of  freedom ;  who  fought  upon  their  frontier, 
and  willingly  sacrificed  all  in  defence  of  their  own  hearth- 
stones. 


CHAPTER  II. 


MILITARY    ORGANIZATIOISr, 


The  early  organization  of  troops  in  Virginia,  as  in  the 
other  Southern  States,  was  necessarily  imperfect.  They 
had  never  "  prepared  for  war  in  time  of  peace  " — cer- 
tainly not  for  a  civil  war,  an  internecine  war.  The  peo- 
ple were  utterly  unskilled  in  the  military  use  of  fire-arraa. 
Though  accustomed  to  the  use  of  fowling-pieces  from 
childhood,  but  few  of  them  had  ever  seen  a  musket 
handled,  and  not  one  in  ten  thousand  had  ever  fired 
one. 

Well  enough  skilled  from  childhood,  in  the  rough  equi- 
tation of  the  hunting-field,  and  the  beau  manage  of  the 
country  squire  ;  performing  feats,  daily  and  nonchalantly, 
which  would  drive  many  a  bold  dragoon  out  of  his  sad- 
dle, these  Virginia  youths  knew  as  little  of  the  teachings 
of  a  military  riding-school,  or  how  a  "  serried  squadron  " 
should  be  "  set  in  the  field,"  as  a  marine  would  know  or 
understand  the  "  stan'  by  to  lower  to'gallan'sells,"  or  any 
other  infernal  gibberish  of  a  Yankee  skipper's  mate.  The 
"  Militia  System  "  of  the  South  amounted  to  about  the 
calling  of  a  long  roll ;  the  impositions  of  sundry  fines  or 
taxes;  the  counting  of  noses  for  the  next  election;  the 
smashing  of  many  of  the  aforesaid  noses  in  a  final 
friendly,  democratic    "shindy"  on   "tangle-foot"  corn- 
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juice.  These  annual  "  musters"  of  tlie  defenders  of  the 
country,  were  held  under — umbrellas,  principallj'-,  by  a 
part  of  the  troops — or  adjourned  to  the  sliade  of  the 
nearest  "  vme  and  fig-tree  "  which  could  be  got  at  in 
tlie  vicinity  of  their  champ  de  jnars,  but  never  under 
"  arms."  There  was  supposed  to  be  a  lot  of  flint-lock 
muskets,  descended  from  1776  or  1812  undergoing  decen- 
nial rej^airs  in  the  state  armory  at  Richmond,  or  fighting 
the  battle  of  time  against  worms  and  rust  in  the  arsenal 
at  Lexington,  but  these  arms  had  never  seen  the  light  of 
day  since,  except  perhaps  a  few  of  them  in  the  Nat. 
Turner  insurrection  of  1831. 

Unlike  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  our  militia 
had  never  been  drilled  in,  under,  by  or  through  (to  use 
all  the  prepositions)  arms.  True,  a  few  scanty  volunteer 
organizations,  delighting  in  fancy  uniforms,  of  intantry, 
artillery,  and  cavalry,  had  been  partially  instructed  in  the 
use  of  arms,  and  these  formed  the  nucleus  of  our  forces 
for  the  more  serious  and  unexpected  work  of  self-defence 
against  home  enemies.  Fortunately,  some  few  military 
schools  in  the  States,  and  the  Southern  officers  resigned 
from  the  United  States  Array  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  furnished  instruction  for  this  raw  material,  which 
was  to  compete  with  the  trained  troops  of  a  regular  army, 
a  civilian  horde  of  five  times  their  number,  and  merce- 
naries recruited  from  all  quartei's  of  the  globe,  supplied 
too  with  all  the  modern  improvements  in  arms  and  mu- 
nitions of  war. 

But  there  was  no  question  of  relative  strength  or  con- 
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dition  with  these  untaught  men,  who  were  at  once  ready- 
to  risk  all  in  defence  of  a  principle,  a  right,  purchased 
with  the  blood  of,  and  bequeathed  to  them  by,  their  fore- 
fathers. Once  involved  in  this  ultima  ratio,  no  cost 
was  calculated,  no  consideration  of  disparity  was  weighed. 
Outraged  and  insulted,  the  "  bone  and  sinew  of  the 
country  "  arose  as  in  the  body  of  one  strong  man.  The 
persistent  Union-worshipper  in  those  days  hung  his  head 
and  held  his  tongue,  or  else  migrated  from  a  land  wherein 
he  could  find  no  sympathy.  The  very  curs  who  now 
lick  the  hand  that  punished  them,  and  fawn  for  office 
upon  their  masters,  then  yelped  the  loudest  fidl-mouthed 
secession. 

The  honest  quiet  Union  man  met  with  no  violence,  but 
was  suffered  to  worship  his  idols  in  peace. 

He  who  was  forced  from  his  first  love  by  oppression, 
became  the  sturdiest  most  steadfast  soldier  of  liberty 
no  matter  what  the  individual  opinion,  the  die  was  cast, 
and  he  must  sink  or  swim  with  his  own  brethren. 

Such  then  was  the  true  condition  of  the  Southern 
country  when  the  tocsin  of  war  had  already  been  sounded, 
and  then  the  work  of  organization  was  commenced. 

Virginia,  from  its  geographical  position,  was  destined 
to  be  the  first  frontier  of  the  war,  and  to  this  State  at 
once  flocked  undisciplined  volunteers  from  every  section 
of  the  South.  For  some  time,  the  troops  from  the  differ- 
ent States  held  their  separate  State  organizations,  but 
early  in  the  war  they  were  brigaded  as  nearly  as  prac- 
ticable together.     Coi*ps  and  division  distinctions  were 
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not  perfected  until  a  later  period.  In  the  spring  of  1862 
an  entire  reorganization  of  the  armies  of  the  South  was 
made,  and  from  this  time  commenced  the  style  and  his- 
tory of  the  "  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,"  commanded 
directly  by  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee  until  the  close  of  the 
^rar. 

To  the  operations  of  this  army  alone,  in  following  the 
fortunes  and  misfortunes  of  "  Pickett's  Men,"  we  shall 
be  mainly  confined.  Pickett's  Division  was  not  organized 
as  a  command  until  the  month  of  September,  1862,  al- 
though its  component  brigades  had  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  service  from  the  commencement  of  the 
struggle.  Before  proceeding  to  its  distinct  history,  it 
may  be  proper  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  antecedent 
history  of  each  of  its  brigades, 

We  shall  speak  of  them  as  they  were  designated  at 
the  period  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  probably 
best  known,  by  name. 


CHAPTER  III. 

BRIG.-GEK.    EICIIAED    BROOKE    GAKNETT. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  born  on  his  father's 
estate  in  the  county  of  Essex,  Virginia,  in  the  year 
1819.  He  was  the  son  of  Col.  William  Garnett,  and 
Anna  Mei-cer  Brooke,  both  descended  from  old  Virginia 
families.  His  twin  brother,  William  Henry  Garnett, 
nobly  sacrificed  his  life  in  nursing  and  attending  to  the 
sick  with  yellow  fever,  when  that  fearful  plague  nearly 
depopulated  the  city  of  Norfolk,  in  1855.  Gen.  Garnett 
had  three  sisters ;    one  only  now  living,  the  widow  of 

Darby,  Esq.,  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina ;  another, 

the  wife  of  Col.  Thomas  H.  Williamson,  Professor  at 
the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  and  at  one  period  of  the 
late  war  chief  engineer  to  Stonewall  Jackson;  and  a 
third,  the  wife  of  Captain  John  Mercer  Brooke,  now  a 
Professor  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  the  distin- 
guished inventor  of  the  "  deep  sea  sounding  apparatus," 
and  originator  of  the  Virginia  iron-clad.  Gen.  Garnett 
was  unmarried.  His  early  education  was  received  in 
Essex  County,  and  in  the  city  of  Norfolk,  where  his 
father  resided  for  many  years.  He  entered  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point  as  a  cadet,  and  graduated  at 
that  school  in  the  class  of  1841.  He  was  appointed 
Second  Lieut,   in  the   6th  Infantry,  July   1,   1841,  and 
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served  in  the  Florida  war  in  1841-2 ;  in  garrison  at 
Jefierson  barracks,  and  on  frontier  service  in  1842;  at 
Fort  Towsou,  I.  T.,  and  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  from  1842 
to  1845 ;  served  as  A,  D.  C.  to  Brvt.  Brig.-Gen,  George 
Mercer  Brooke  from  1845  to  1851,  at  New  Orleans,  and 
San  Antonio,  Texas ;  promoted  First  Lieut.  6th  Infantry, 
February  16,  1847  ;  on  frontier  service  at  Fort  Laramie, 
-Dakota,  1852-4;  pi'oraoted  Captain  6th  Infantry,  May 
9,  1855,  and  on  recruiting  service,  1854-5;  on  frontier 
duty  at  Fort  Pierre,  Dakota,  in  1856;  and  engaged  in 
quelling  Kansas  disturbances  in  1856-7,  and  command- 
ing military  escort  for  commissioners  settling  Southern 
boundary,  1857  ;  Fort  Leavenworth,  1857-8  ;  Utah  expe- 
dition, and  march  to  Benicia  and  Fort  Yuma,  California, 
1858-9;  Fort  Mojave,  K  M.,  1859-60,  engaged  in  the 
serious  Indian  disturbances  of  that  period;  at  Benicia, 
California,  1860-61,  and  received  leave  of  absence  in 
1861.  Although  a  strong  friend  and  supporter  of  the 
Federal  Union  at  this  time,  indeed  having  gone  so  far 
as  to  make  the  only  public  address  he  ever  made  in  his 
life  in  favor  of  its  maintenance.  Gen.  Garnett  felt  it  an 
imperative  duty  to  sacrifice  everything  in  honorable  sup- 
port of  his  native  State  in  her  time  of  trial,  and  resigned 
his  commission  in  the  United  States  Army  on  the  17th 
of  May,  1861.  He  came  immediately  to  Virginia  and 
applied  for  service  in  the  Confederate  Army.  He  was 
soon  appointed  Brig.-General,  and  first  served  in  the 
valley  of  Virginia  with  the  army  of  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson. 
He  commanded  for  some  time  the  celebrated  "  Stonewall 
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Brigade"  which  gave  to  Gen.  Jackson  his  well-known 
sobriquet.  At  the  battle  of  Kernstown,  Gen.  Garnett  un- 
fortunately fell  mto  some  misunderstanding  with  Gen. 
Jackson  as  to  the  movement  of  his  command  in  that  un- 
toward affair,  which  led  to  his  arrest  and  temporary 
relief  from  duty.  This  was  at  most,  pei-haps,  but  a  mat- 
ter of  temper,  which  might  have  been  readily  passed  over 
and  forgotten ;  yet  to  the  brave,  proud,  and  sensitive 
spirit  of  Garnett,  it  was  a  cruel  blow,  from  the  effects  of 
which  his  heart  was  never  relieved  until  its  last  throb  at 
Gettysburg. 

I  state  this  from  intimate  personal  knowledge  of  and 
association  with  Gen,  Garnett  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  there  are  many  others  of  his  personal  friends  who 
could  attest  the  fact.  His  peculiar  sensitiveness  suffered 
under  this  supposed  imputation  at  Kernstown,  and  he 
was  ever  thereafter  anxious  to  expose  himself,  even  un- 
necessarily, and  to  wipe  out  effectually  by  some  great 
distinction  in  action,  what  he  felt  to  be  an  unmerited 
slur  upon  his  military  reputation.  None  of  his  many 
friends,  nor  those  who  knew  him,  ever  regarded  it  in  thia 
light,  and  all  lamented  his  entertaining  the  morbid  feel- 
iii<^  I  have  it  from  a  distinguished  staff  officer  and  in- 
timate companion  of  Gen.  Jackson,  who  shared  his  tent 
and  bivouac  blanket,  that  Gen,  Jackson  had  told  him 
"  that  in  his  arrest  of  Gen.  Garnett,  he  had  no  reference 
whatever  to  any  thought  of  Garnett 's  want  of  boldness^ 
daring,  or  the  highest  spirit  of  that  sort,''^  and  certainly 
no  person  who  knew  him  could  have  entertained  a  doubt 
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on  the  subject.  He  was  brave  to  a  fault,  but  cool  and 
collected  in  action.  Still  this  ever-pressure  upon  his 
mind  drove  him  into  the  jaws  of  death  upon  the  bloody 
field  of  Gettysburg.  I  have  already  stated,  in  the 
body  of  this  work,  that  upon  the  day  of  battle  he  was 
unable  to  walk,  and  scarcely  able  to  sit  his  horse,  in  fact 
physically  unfit  to  go  into  the  fight.  He  had  been 
for  many  previous  days  obliged  to  travel  in  our  head- 
quarter ambulance,  but  no  advice  of  friends  could  dis- 
suade him  from  leading  his  men  into  the  very  thickest 
of  the  fight.  Cheering  them  on  by  his  presence  and 
fearless  example,  he  rode  straight  down  into  the  "  valley 
of  the  shadows,"  a  Bayard  in  spirit,  "  sans  peur  et  sans 
reprocheP 

Gen.  Garnett  commanded  temporarily  Pickett's  Bri- 
gade in  a  portion  of  the  first  Maryland  campaign,  during 
the  absence  of  Gen.  Pickett  while  wounded.  Soon  after 
the  promotion  of  Gen.  Pickett,  he  was  assigned  to  the 
permanent  command  of  this  brigade,  which  he  held  from 
that  time  until  his  death.  He  was  always  present  with 
his  brigade,  and  commanded  it  with  distinguished  ability 
and  universal  popularity  among  its  officers  and  men. 
Courteous,  kind  and  warm-hearted,  he  had  no  enemies, 
and  cherished  no  resentment.  With  his  rare  magna- 
nimity, ignoring  all  supposed  Avrong,  he  Was  one  of  the 
principal  officers  officiating  at  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the 
lamented  Jackson.  Noble  heart !  Peer  of  the  great 
dead,  no  "  pomp  or  circumstance  "  of  war's  mourning  has 
graced   his  "putting  off  this  mortal   coil."     He  sleeps 
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the  sleep  of  the  good  and  brave,  in  the  gore  and  glory 
of  some  unknown  spot  at  Gettysburg,  while  his  memory 
shall  ever  live  green  in  the  hearts  of  his  friends,  and  his 
spirit  rests  forever  in  the  besom  of  his  God. 


CHAPTER  ly. 


GARNETTS     BRIGADE. 


This  brigade  was  organized  early  in  1861,  and  com- 
posed of  the  8th  Virginia  Regiment  (not  attached  until 
after  the  first  battle  of  Manassas)  recruited  in  the  county 
of  Loudon,  and  commanded,  first  by  Col.  Eppa  Hunton, 
and  subsequently  by  Col  Norbourne  Berkeley;  the  18th 
Virginia,  recruited  in  Pittsylvania  County,  command- 
ed, first  by  Col,  Robert  E.  Withers,  and  subsequently 
by  Col.  Henry  Carrington ;  the  19th  Virginia,  recruited 
in  Albemarle  County,  commanded,  first  by  Col.  Rust, 
subsequently  by  Col.  J.  B.  Strange  (killed  at  the  battle 
of  Sharpsburg)  and  by  CoL  Henry  Gantt ;  and  the  28th 
Virginia,  recruited  in  Roanoke  County,  commanded,  first 
by  Col,  Robert  T.  Preston,  and  subsequently  by  Cols. 
Robert  Allen  (killed  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg)  and 
William  Watts.  These  four  regiments  participated  with 
great  credit  in  the  first  battle  of  Manassas,  July  21, 1861. 

The  brigade  was  first  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen.  Philip 
St.  George  Cocke,  of  Virginia. 

In  February,  1862,  Brig.-Gen.  George  E.  Pickett,  for- 
merly of  the  United  States  Army,  a  native  of  Virginia, 
was  assigned  to  its  command,  and  the  brigade  then  moved, 
with  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston's  army,  to  the  occupation 
of  the  Peninsula  in  front  of  Yorktown.     About  the  lines 
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of  defence  there,  it  maintained  several  severe  skirmishes 
with  the  enemy,  and  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  army 
from  the  Peninsula,  it  was  heavily  engaged,  behaving 
with  great  gallantry  and  distinction  in  the  battle  of  Wil- 
liamsburg, on  the  5th  of  May,  1862. 

On  the  first  day's  fight  of  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines, 
May  31st,  it  was  held  in  reserve,  covering  the  York  River 
Railroad,  and  on  the  second  day,  June  1st,  it  was  moved 
to  the  front,  where  it  was  hotly  engaged  by  the  enemy, 
but  succeeded  in  holding  him  in  check  during  the  whole 
of  that  day  ;  and  on  June  2d,  covered  the  rear  of  the 
army  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  when  it  retired  towards 
Richmond  on  that  day. 

These  two  fights  of  Williamsburg  and  Seven  Pines, 
although  not  so  considerable  in  extent  as  many  others 
subsequent,  were,  aS  a  decided  success,  highly  important 
to  the  Confederate  cause  at  this  time.  They  gave  to  the 
newly  organized  and  increased  army  of  the  Potomac, 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  McClellan,  then  its  most 
esteemed  chieftain,  a  salutary  lesson,  and  prevented  its 
immediate  approach  upon  Richmond.  At  that  time  there 
were  few  and  but  imperfect  fortifications  around  the  city. 
The  enemy's  gun-boats  had  already  pushed  up  the  James 
River,  attacked  and  been  repulsed  at  Drewry's  Blufi". 
There  was  an  unwholesome  fear  pervading  the  Confed- 
erate authorities  within  the  city ;  and  it  is  pretty  Avell 
understood  that  the  propriety,  of  abandoning  the  city 
was  freely  discussed  and  urged  in  the  Congress  then  sit- 
ting.    The  event  of  this  battle  of  Seven  Pines  determined 
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that  question  for  the  moment,  as  the  subsequent  thirty 
days  finally  settled  it  for  three  years  to  come. 

Almost  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines, 
in  which  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston  was  severely  wounded, 
Gen.  Robert  E.  L^e  for  tlie  first  time  assumed  the  per- 
sonal command  of  the  army,  and  soon  planned  the  attack 
upon  McClellan,  who  was  threatening  Richmond  from 
the  north  side  of  tlie  Chickahominy.  Making  a  demon- 
stration with  Jackson's  forces  down  the  valley  of  the 
Shenandoah  towards  Washington,  to  attract  the  attention 
of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter,  he  at  the  same  time  directed 
Gen.  Jackson  to  co-operate  with  him  speedily  and  for- 
cibly in  an  attack  upon  McClellan's  right  flank.  On  the 
morning  of  June  26th,  Pickett's  brigade  was  moved  from 
its  cantonments  on  the  Williamsburg  roac 
nation,  or  the  character  of  the  expeditic 
vinknown  to  them.  fi^ 

It  must  be  mentioned  that  the  brigade  haxlMbce 
creased,  after  the  fight  at  Seven  Pines,N^^4!'l^  additimr^ 
of  the  56th  Virginia  regiment.  Col.  Wm. 
commanded  temporarily  by  Lieut.-Col,  Peyton  Slaugliter. 
This  regiment  was  small,  having  been  in  the  army  of  the 
West  and  suffered  severely  at  Fort  Donelson.  At  day- 
light of  the  26th  of  June,  the  brigade  was  on  the  Me- 
chanicsville  turnpike  leading  north  out  of  Richmond;  and 
the  presence  of  other  troops  indicated  a  general  move- 
ment. That  afternoon,  A.  P.  Hill's  Light  Division  of 
Lee's  army  inaugurated  the  work,  crossing  the  Chicka- 
hominy by  the  Meadow  Bridges  road  and  Mechanicsville 
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turnpike  and  capturing,  by  nightfall,  McClellan's  right 
position  at  the  small  hamlet  of  Mechanicsville.  Pickett's 
brigade  crossed  the  Chickahominy  that  evening,  and  bi- 
vouacked on  their  arms  in  the  road  in  front  of  Mechan- 
icsville. By  three  o'clock  next  morning  the  attack  was 
recommenced,  and  the  enemy  driven  before  Lee,  without 
serious  opposition,  to  Ellyson's  Mill,  a  strongly  fortified 
point,  which  was  carried  with  considerable  loss,  and  the 
enemy  continued  a  2")recipitate  retreat  during  the  fore- 
noon, doing  all  the  damage  he  could,  and  carrying  in 
falling  back  almost  everything  of  value  with  him.  His 
hospital  camps  were  deserted,  and  his  commissary  stores 
mostly  burnt  or  destroyed.  In  the  afternoon,  McClellan 
made  a  determined  stand  at  his  great  point  cVapinu  on 
Watt's  Farm,  or  as  it  is  more  generally  known,  Gaine's 
MilL 
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THE  BATTLE  OF  GAINe's  MILL. 

Tins  place  so  nearly  adjoins  Cold  Harbor  that  tlie  dis- 
tinct action  fought  here  at  this  time  (June  27,  18(j2),  the 
turning-point  of  the  Seven  Days'  Fight  around  Richmond, 
is  sometimes  designated  by  either  name.  The  natural 
sti'ength  of  the  position  had  been  at  once  seized  upon  by 
the  ex2Derienced  eye  of  McClellan  and  impi'oved  to  the 
fullest  extent  by  his  engineers. 

A  tall  cliif,  or  natural  boulder  of  ground,  pretty  well 
covered  with  large  trees,  and  almost  inaccessible  in  front, 
is  separated  by  a  deep  ravine  from  a  flat  field  of  about 
seven  or  eight  acres  terre-plein,  making  four  or  five  hun- 
dred yards  direct  line  of  approach.  The  cliff  was  defended 
by  three  tiers  of  field  artillery  and  a  heavy  infantry  sui> 
port.  The  field  in  front,  covered  with  a  crop  of  oats  in 
part,  and  a  natural  growth  of  brown  sedge,  offered 
concealment  to  the  enemy's  skirmish  line  and  sharp- 
shooters. Over  this  field  it  was  necessary  to  advance  in 
attack.  McClellan  had  been  backing  all  the  morning, 
but  at  this  point  he  made  his  detei'mined  stand  at  bay. 

Pickett's  Brigade,  which  had  been  heretofore  simply 
following  the  chase,  was  now  ordered  to  the  front,  and 
formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  edge  of  this  field,  under 
cover  of  the  brow  of  a  hill.     Two  or  three  brigades  had 
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already  been  advanced  on  the  Cold  Harbor  road,  and 
had  come  out  with  burnt  lingers.  In  moving  up  to  our 
position  we  met  many  of  their  stragglers  singing  rather 
a  doleful  song. 

Immediately  in  our  front  not  a  sign  or  sound  of  the 
enemy  was  yet  apparent.  Gen.  Pickett  detached  two 
of  our  regiments,  the  8th  and  the  18th,  from  the  right, 
and  moved  with  them  in  person  to  dislodge  a  small  force 
of  the  enemy  from  a  piece  of  woods  on  our  right. 

Serving  at  this  time  as  his  volunteer  aide-de-camp,  I 
was  following  him,  Avhen  he  directed  me  to  remain  with 
the  other  regiments,  saying  that  he  would  send  me  orders 
for  their  movement.  As  these  two  regiments,  with  him, 
moved  out  of  cover,  a  few  puffs  of  smoke  and  sharj?  rifle 
cracks  from  the  oat-field  in  front,  proved  that  the  enemy 
were  not  only  concealed  there,  but  Avide  awake  to  our 
movements ;  we  had  thrown  out  a  line  of  skirmishers, 
from  the  19th  regiment,  to  feel  them.  Nothing  as  yet 
had  been  heard  from  Gen,  Jackson's  column,  although  we 
knew  he  was  somewhere  on  our  left ;  the  general  order 
being  that  we  were  to  attack  in  front,  upon  hearing  his 
musketry  open  upon  the  enemy.  We  had  not  long  to 
wait.  Gen.  Longstreet's  Adjutant-Gen.,  Major  Sorrel, 
soon  brought  the  order  to  advance.  In  the  absence  of 
Gen.  Pickett  from  this  part  of  the  field  and  being  tempo- 
rarily charged  by  him  to  await  his  orders,  I  rode  up  to 
Gen.  Longstreet,  and  received  the  order  from  him  in  per- 
son, to  charge  with  the  three  regiments,  directly  across 
the  field  and  upon  the  enemy's  works.     The  19th  regi- 
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ment  was  now  on  the  right,  being  the  centre  of  tlie  bri- 
gade, the  28th  next,  and  the  56th  on  the  left.  In  this  order 
we  charged,  at  a  double-quick,  over  this  terrible  piece  of 
ground,  Gen.  Pickett  with  the  other  two  regiments 
moving  down  at  the  same  time ;  from  the  extreme  right 
the  five  regiments  were  again  united  in  the  centre  of  the 
field,  and  pressed  the  charge  in  full  line  of  battle,  brigade 
front ;  in  a  few  minutes,  the  skirmish  line  of  the  enemy 
was  driven  in,  or  literally  run  over. 

The  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  and  small  arms  was 
now  terrific.  I  have  never  seen  such  a  storm  of  projec- 
tiles of  every  description,  and  at  short  range,  concen- 
trated upon  so  narrow  a  field  of  battle. 

The  efiect  upon  our  ranks  was  terrific,  but  the  brave 
old  brigade  pushed  on.  The  men  fell  around  us  like 
leaves  in  autumn.  The  oflicers  were  being  fast  thinned 
out.  Col.  Withers,  leading  his  regiment,  was  soon  shot 
down,  and  supposed  mortally  wounded.  Lieut.-Col. 
Slaughter,  commanding  the  56th,  was  wounded  as  badly. 
Neither  of  these  gallant  officers  was  ever  again  fit  fur 
service  in  the  field.  Many  others  doing  as  valiant  devoir 
on  this  bloody  ground  were,  according  to  the  inscrutable 
Providence  of  battles,  preserved  entirely,  or  else  slightly 
wounded.  It  is  diflicult  to  comprehend  how  any  could 
have  come  out  of  such  a  fire  unhurt. 

It  was  almost  impossible  to  see  or  hear  anything  dis- 
tinctly, such  was  the  continual  rush  of  the  shot  and  shell. 
Gen.  Pickett  was  within  ten  paces  of  me  when  he  was  shot 
from  his  horse.     I  did  not  perceive  his  fall  until  he  said 
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to  me  in  very  expressive  terms  that — somebody — had  hit 
him.  I  immediately  dismounted,  examined  his  wound, 
and  found  the  hole  of  a  minie  ball  in  his  shoulder.  This 
scarcely  occupied  a  moment,  when  we  pressed  on  with  the 
brigade,  leading  our  horses.  Just  before  reaching  the 
deep  ravine  I  have  mentioned,  the  men  came  to  a  mo- 
mentary check,  caused  by  the  excessive  fire  upon  their 
shattered  ranks ;  but  only  for  a  moment.  A  supporting 
brigade  (R.  H.  Anderson's  South  Carolina)  came  up  at 
this  decisive  moment,  and  the  two  brigades  rushed  to- 
gether into  the  ravine,  and  charged  up  the  cliff  lined 
with  its  batteries  and  infantry.  Never  on  any  battle-field 
was  witnessed  a  more  gallant  action.  Officers  of  high 
grade,  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  Gen.  Randolph,  and 
many  others  who  looked  upon  the  scene  from  the  surround- 
ing heights,  say  that  they  never  saw  so  glorious  a  sight. 

Meanwhile,  Stonewall  Jackson's  guns  had  been  thunder- 
ing on  the  right  of  the  enemy,  on  the  Cold  Harbor  road ; 
and  he  was  pressing  hard  down  on  the  flank  of  this  posi- 
tion. Taken  thus  so  fiercely  in  front  and  flank,  the  brave 
little  McClellan  was  forced  from  his  cherished  stronghold 
and  driven  into  the  flats  of  Chickahominy  Swamp. 

This  important  action  rather  settled  the  question  of 
his  holding  position  upon  this  line. 

With  his  military  engineering  foresight,  however,  he 
had  already  corduroyed  and  trestle-bridged  the  othei-- 
wise  impassable  bogs  and  delectable  low  grounds  of  that 
swampy  stream,  and  thus  was  enabled  to  slip  out  of  this 
dilemma  under  cover  of  the  darkness. 
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There  has  been  much  discussion  as  to  what  he  ought 
to  have  done  and  what  he  might  have  done  at  this  point ; 
but  as  I  am  neither  writing  from  the  accounts  of  "  histo- 
rians," uor  with  any  purpose  whatsoever  of  applauding  or 
condemning  any  one,  but  simply  what  I  saw  or  know, 
what  he  did  after  dark,  or  rather  lohy  he  did  it,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  relate.  I  do  know  this  much,  however,  that 
after  this  very  handsome  whipping  at  Gaine's  Mill,  he 
was  oif  before  morning,  and  Gen.  Lee,  with  his  whole 
force,  including  the  remnant  of  Pickett's  Brigade,  was  in 
hot  jJnrsuit  of  him. 

He  might  have  been  only  "  changing  his  base"  from 
the  Chickahominy  to  James  river,  for  aught  I  know. 

This  fight  at  Gaine's  Mill,  at  least,  was  altogether  deci- 
sive of  the  change  of  base  from  the  Chickahominy ;  and 
altliough  of  short  duration,  was,  for  the  importance  of 
its  success  and  the  heavy  fighting  done  there,  the  best 
up  to  that  period  of  the  war.  The  loss  was  heavy  on 
both  sides,  and  nothing  but  the  extreme  valor  of  the  Con- 
federate troops  engaged,  could  have  won  it. 

Gen,  Pickett's  severe  wound  rendering  it  necessary 
that  he  should  leave  the  field  for  some  time,  the  com- 
mand of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  Col.  Eppa  Hunton. 

CoL  Hunton,  although  suffering  from  ill  health,  con- 
tinued in  command  of  the  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Fra- 
zer's  Farm,  June  30th,  where  it  was  again  engaged  with 
great  distinction  and  considerable  loss  ;  at  the  battle  of 
Malvern  Hills,  where  with  the  rest  of  Longstreet's  Divis- 
ion it  was  held  in  reserve ;  at  the  second  battle  of  Man- 
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assas,  and  at  Sharpsburg.  This  scries  of  fights  reduced 
the  old  brigade  to  a  mere  handful  of  men  and  officers. 

In  the  fight  at  Frazer's  Farm,  Major  Charles  Pickett, 
Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  of  the  brigade,  was  seriously  wounded, 
and  Lieut.  W.  Stuart  Symington,  A.  D.  C.  to  Gen.  Pick- 
ett, had  his  horse  killed  under  him. 

These  officers  received  favorable  notice  for  their  gal- 
lantry, in  the  ofiicial  reports  of  these  several  actions.  At 
the  battle  of  Sharpsburg,  sometimes  called  "  Antietam," 
Col.  J.  B.  Strange,  commanding  the  19tli  Virginia,  a  gal- 
lant and  esteemed  ofiicer,  was  killed. 

Soon  after  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg,  Geru  Pickett  re- 
assumed  the  command  of  his  brigade;  but  upon  his  pro- 
motion to  the  grade  of  Major-General,  and  a  division 
formed  for  him,  the  command  of  the  brigade  was  assigned 
to  Brig.-Gen.  Richard  B,  Garnett.  From  this  point  the 
history  of  the  brigade  becomes  merged  in  the  general 
record  of  Pickett's  Division. 

Tills  was  the  only  brigade  from  which  any  official 
report  was  received  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

Such  was  the  terrible  casualty  among  the  officers,  that 
Major  Charles  S.  Peyton,  of  the  19th  Virginia,  became 
the  commander  of  the  brigade  and  made  this  report. 

Major  Peyton,  although  deprived  of  an  arm  by  a 
wound  received  on  a  former  field  of  battle,  went  into 
this  fight,  and  was  again  slightly  wounded,  but  not  suf- 
ficiently to  prevent  him  a  few  days  after  from  taking 
command,  as  ranking  officer  left  from  the  brigade. 


CHAPTEPw  VI. 

BRIG.-GEN.    LEWIS  A.    ARMISTEAD. 

Lewis  Addison  Armistead,  the  gallant  and  lamented 
officer  (of  whom  this  is  a  brief  biographical  memoir,  at- 
tached to  the  record  of  the  brigade  he  first  organized* 
and  commanded  up  to  the  moment  of  his  death),  was  born 
in  Newbem,  N.  C,  on  February  18,  1817. 

He  was  the  son  of  Gen.  Walker  K.  Armistead,  of  the 
United  States  Army,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Hon.  John  A.  Stanley  of  N.  C. 

He  was  entered  as  a  cadet  at  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  but  on  account  of  some  youthful 
escapade  (I  have  been  told,  the  partial  cracking  of 
Jubal  A.  Early's  head  with  a  mess-hall  plate),  he  was 
retired  from  that  Institution  before  graduation.  He  was 
appointed  Second  Lieut,  in  the  United  States  Army, 
from  citizen's  life  in  June,  1839,  and  assigned  to  the  6th 
Regiment  of  Infantry  (commanded  at  that  time  by  Gen. 
Zachary  Taylor,  who  afterwards  became  the  distinguished 
Mexican  hero,  and  President  of  the  United  States).  He 
served  during  the  latter  part  of  the  Florida  Avar,  under 
his  father.  Gen.  W.  K.  Armistead,  and  was  promoted 
First  Lieut,  by  President  Tyler,  to  rank  as  such  from 
March  30,  1844.  He  joined  Gen.  Scott,  in  Mexico,  at 
the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz,  was  breveted  Captain  for  gal- 
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lant  and  meritovious  conduct  at  the  battles  of  Conti-cras 
and  Churubusco ;  afterwards  Avas  breveted  Major  for 
gallant  and  meritoi'ious  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Molino 
del  Rey.  These  brevets  were  conferred  by  President 
Polk.  March  3,  1855,  he  was  commissioned  Captain  in 
the  6th  Infantry  by  President  Pierce.  Early  in  1861,  he 
resigned  his  commission  in  the  United  States  Army,  and 
in  company  with  Gen.  Albert  Sidney  Johnson  and  other 
officers  of  that  army,  wdio  had  also  resigned,  crossed  the 
plains,  and  offered  his  services  to  the  State  of  Virginia. 
He  was  soon  commissioned  Colonel  and  given  command 
of  the  57th  Regiment  of  Virginia  Infantry.  In  April, 
1862,  he  was  commissioned  by  President  Jeff.  Davis 
Brig.-Gen.  in  the  provisional  army  of  the  Confederate 
States;  and  set  to  the  organization  of  a  brigade  of  in- 
fantry. This  brigade  was  composed  of  the  57th,  53d,  and 
14th  Virginia  Regiments  and  3d  Georgia  Regiment; 
subsequently  the  3d  Georgia  was  exchanged  for  the  38th. 
Virginia,  and  the  9th  Virginia  added  to  the  brigade.  This 
brigade,  known  as  Armistead's,  was  assigned  to  Huger's 
Division  of  Longstreet's  1st  Army  Corps.  Gen.  Armis- 
tead  was  first  engaged  with  his  brigade  (or  a  portion  of 
it  rather)  at  the  second  day's  fight  of  Seven  Pines,  June  1, 
1862,  where  he  personally  distinguished  himself  for  ex- 
treme gallantry. 

He  next  commanded  his  brigade  at  the  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Hill,  where  it  was  heavily  engaged,  and  where  he 
again  displayed  his  usual  gallantry,  and  did  signal  ser- 
vice.    He  commanded  his  brigade  throughout  the  first 
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Maryland  canijmign,  and  in  September,  18C2,  on  the 
return  of  the  army  to  Culpepper  Court-IIouse,  Va.,  lie 
was  assigned  with  his  brigade  to  Pickett's  Division  of 
Longstreet's  Corps,  and  remained  with  that  command  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  taking  part  in  all  its  actions. 
As  a  firm  disciplinarian  and  executive  officer,  in  addition 
to  his  high  qualities  for  personal  courage  and  judgment, 
he  had  no  superior  in  the  service.  He  conspicuously 
led  his  brigade  in  the  celebrated  charge  of  Pickett's 
Men  at  Gettysburg;  advancing  in  front  of  his  line, 
waving  his  hat  upon  the  point  of  his  sabre,  and  cheering 
his  men  on,  when  he  was  shot  down  after  having  taken 
the  first  line  and  guns  of  the  enemy.  He  was  found  mor- 
tally wounded  among  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  dead 
and  dying,  taken  charge  of  by  Maj.-Gen.  Hancock,  his 
old  companion  in  arms  of  the  United  States  Army,  and 
sent  to  the  11th  Corps  hospital  at  Gettysburg,  where  he 
died  of  his  wounds  on  the  following  day.  Fallen,  a  noble 
soldier  in  his  harness,  he  lies  near  the  field  of  his  honor 
and  glory;  buried  with  the  speedy  shrift  of  the  times  of 
war,  but  his  memory  ever  ]3reserved  with  those  who  knew 
him  well — as  the  brave  soul,  the  kind  heart,  the  cheerful 
temper  he  always  was. 

Gen.  Armistead  was  a  widower;  and  was  killed,  leav- 
ing only  one  child — a  son — who,  although  quite  a  youth 
at  the  time,  was  his  father's  aide-de-camij — W.  Keith 
Armistead. 


CHAPTER  YIL 

AEillSTEAD's      BRIGADE. 

This  brigade,  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen.  Lewis  A. 
Armistead,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  United  States  Army, 
was  organized  at  Suffolk,  Ya.,  in  the  spring  of  1862.  It 
was  first  composed  of  the  l-tth  Virginia,  commanded  by 
Col,  Hodges*  and  subsequently  by  Col.  White;  the  53d 
Virginia,  commanded  by  Col.  Harrison  B.  Tomlin,  and 
subsequently  by  Cols.  Grammer  and  ^Yilliam  R.  Aylett ; 
the  3d  Georgia  Regiment ;  and  the  57th  Vii'ginia,  first 
commanded  by  Gen.  Armistead  himself,  subsequently 
by  Cols.  E.  F.  Keene  and  J.  B.  Magruder.* 

After  the  evacuation  of  Xorfolk,  the  9th  Virginia  Regi- 
ment, foiTned  of  several  detached  companies,  was  added 
to  the  brigade.  This  regiment  was  commanded  at  difler- 
ent  times  by  Cols.  Goodwin  and  Owens,  Lieut. -Col.  Gil- 
liam, Major  Richardson,  and  finally  by  Col.  Philips.  The 
brigade  was  first  engaged  at  Seven  Pines,  June  1,  1S62. 
After  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  the  3d  Georgia  was  ex- 
changed for  the  3Sth  Virginia  Regiment,  commanded  by 
Col.  Edmonds,*  and  subsequently  by  Col.  Joseph  C. 
Cabell  f  and  CoL  Griggs, 

The  brigade  was  first  attached  to  Huger's  Division, 

*  KiUed  at  Gettysburg,  July  3. 1S63. 

t  Killed  at  Drewry's  Farm,  May  16,  1864, 
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and  was  engaged  at  Malvern  Hills  with  distinction.  It 
moved  with  Gen.  Lee's  army  on  the  first  Maryland  cam- 
paign ;  Avas  in  reserve  at  the  second  battle  of  Manassas, 
and  at  the  taking  of  Harper's  Ferry  from  Maryland 
Heights  in  1862,  and  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Sharps- 
burg.  In  September,  1862,  at  Culpepper  Court-House,  it 
was  assigned  to  Pickett's  Division,  and  from  that  time 
remained  attached  to  it  until  the  close  of  the  war.  At 
various  tim^s  this  brigade,  as  well  as  the  others,  acted 
separately  or  was  temporarily  detached  on  some  special 
duty.     These  instances  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

MAJOR-GEN.    JAMES    LAWSON     KEMPER 

Was  born  in  Madison  County,  Va.,  in  1824,  and  de- 
scended from  British  and  Continental  ancestors,  who 
settled  in  Virginia  in  1700. 

He  took  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  at  Washington 
College,  Va.,  and  studied  law  in  the  office  of  George  W. 
Summers,  Esq.,  in  Charleston,  Kanawha  Co.,  Va.  In 
1847,  he  was  commissioned  Captain  in  the  Volunteer 
Army  by  President  James  K.  Polk,  and  joined  Gen. 
Taylor's  Army  of  Occupation  in  Mexico,  just  after  the 
battle  of  Buena  Vista,  thus  seeing  no  active  service  in 
the  Mexican  wai\ 

Gen.  Kemper  was  for  ten  years  a  member  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  for  two  years  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Delegates,  and  for  a  number  of  years  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  military  affairs.  He  Avas  also  President  of 
the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  1861,  he  was  commissioned  by  the 
Convention  of  Virginia,  on  the  nomination  of  Gov. 
Letcher,  Colonel  of  Virginia  Volunteers,  and  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  7th  Regiment  of  Infantry,  which 
command  he  assumed  at  Manassas,  the  regiment  being 
8,50  strong. 

He  was  first  engaged  with  his  regiment  in  the  battle 
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of  Bull  Run,  July  18,  1861,  and  tliereafter  at  the  first 
battle  of  Manassas,  July  21,  1801,  where  his  regiment 
was  temporarily  incorporated  in  a  brigade  commanded 
by  Col.  Jubal  A.  Early,  and  aided  in  striking  the  final 
blow  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  Federal  line,  which  im- 
mediately preceded  the  retreat  and  final  rout  of  that 
army. 

Three  days  after  the  battle  of  Manassas  his  regiment 
was  assigned  to  a  brigade  commanded  by  Gen.  Long- 
street.  This  brigade  was  subsequently  given  to  the 
command  of  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  and  under  him  Col. 
Kemper,  with  his  Yth  Regiment,  Avas  in  the  hottest  of  the 
fight  at  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  May  5,  1862,  and  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy  for  nine  successive  hours,  captur- 
ing several  pieces  of  artillery  and  four  hundred  prisoners. 

Immediately  after  this  battle,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
command  of  the  old  brigade,  which  had  been  successively 
commanded  by  Longstreet,  Ewell,  and  A.  P.  Hill ;  and 
commanding  it,  participated  in  the  first  day's  tight  at 
Seven  Pines,  May  31,  1862,  and  the  seven  day's  fighting 
around  Richmond  in  the  same  year.  In  the  second 
battle  of  Manassas,  Brig.-Gen.  Kemper  commanded  tem- 
porarily a  division  composed  of  several  of  the  brigades 
afterwards  composing  Pickett's  Division.  Here,  with 
these  same  "Pickett's  Men,"  of  after-celebrity,  he  was 
opposed  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  enemy;  but  acting 
upon  his  own  judgment  at  the  moment,  changed  front  so 
as  to  strike  the  enemy's  right  flank,  and  soon  after  it  was 
done,  received  a  message  from  Gen.  Lee  to  make  precisely 
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the  same  movement  he  had  already  eifected  with  such 
success,  inflicting  tremendous  loss  upon  the  enemy.  lie 
commanded  his  ovvu  brigade  in  the  battles  of  South 
Mountain  and  Sharpsburg.  Soon  after  the  return  of 
Kemj)er's  Brigade  from  the  first  Maryland  campaign  it 
was  incorporated  in  Pickett's  Division. 

At  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December,  1862,  Gen, 
Kemper  with  his  brigade  was  temporarily  detached  from 
the  division  and  joiricd  the  troops  on  Marye's  Heights 
on  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  under  a  hot  fire.  He  was 
again  detached  from  the  division  early  in  1863,  and  sent 
with  his  brigade  to  North  Carolina,  where  he  commanded 
the  forces  at  Kingston,  opposed  to  the  Federal  force 
under  Gen.  Foster,  who  then  held  Newbern.  He  re- 
joined Pickett's  Division  in  front  of  Sufiblk,  Va.,  partici- 
pated in  the  operations  at  that  place,  and  marched  with 
the  division  into  Pennsylvania,  his  troops  taking  their  full 
share  in  the  terrible  massacre  at  Gettysburg.  Gen. 
Kemper  was  desperately  (supposed  to  be  mortally) 
wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  his  brigade  into  that 
infernal  slaughter-pen.  He  was  brought  off  that  bloody 
field,  but  without  hopes  of  his  recovery,  and  aftei-wards 
taken  prisoner.  He  was  held  a  prisoner  in  the  hospitals 
for  three  months,  but  upon  the  written  certificates  of 
several  of  the  United  States  surgeons,  that  he  must  soon 
die,  he  was  finally  exchanged  for  Brig.-Gen.  Graham, 
United  States  Army,  slightly  wounded  and  captured  at 
Gettysburg. 

On  the  same  field,  two  of  Gen.  Kemper's  staff-officers, 
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Cajjtain  Thomas  Gordon  Pollock,  A.  A.  and  Inspector- 
Gen.,  and  Lieut.  George  E.  Geiger,  A.  D.  C.,  both  gallant 
and  valuable  officers,  were  killed. 

After  his  exchange  and  return  to  Virginia,  Gen. 
Kemper  was  for  a  long  time  too  much  disabled  to  perform 
any  duty  in  the  field.  He  attempted  to  return  to  the 
command  of  his  brigade,  but  was  totally  unable  to  do  so. 
He  is  permanently  disabled,  and  still  a  sufferer  from  par- 
tial paralysis  of  his  lower  limbs,  carrying  now  an  unex- 
tracted  ounce  ball  about  the  base  of  the  spine. 

Although  unable  to  perform  field  duty,  he  was  assigned, 
to  the  important  service  of  commanding  the  local  forces 
in  and  around  Richmond,  the  reserve  forces  of  Virginia 
and  the  Bureau  of  Conscription ;  and  while  in  discharge 
of  this  duty,  put  nineteen  thousand  men  into  the  Confed- 
erate service,  from  Virginia,  In  June,  1864,  he  was  com- 
missioned Major-General.  Gen.  Kemper  was  an  excellent 
ofiicer  in  the  field,  with  all  the  courage  and  pure  chivalry 
of  a  volunteer  patriot,  fighting  for  his  country's  honor 
and  independence,  he  combined  the  solid  qualities  and 
sound  judgment  of  a  practical  statesman.  In  battle  or 
in  council,  he  was  an  officer  of  superior  capacity;  and 
his  distinguished  career,  along  with  that  of  many  of  his 
associates  in  arms,  is  a  demonstration  of  what  excellence 
may  be  attained  by  the  highest  type  of  a  citizen  soldier. 
Upon  being  obliged  to  retire  from  the  field,  Gen.  Kemper 
published  to  his  brigade  a  farewell  letter,  which  I  think 
most  fit  to  insert  in  this  brief  sketch  of  his  military  life. 
This  leave-taking  from  his  old  and  much  endeared  com- 
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maud  was  by  no  means  the  end  of  his  usefulness  in  the 
Conibderate  cause. 

Richmond,  Mat  3,  1864. 

To  THE  Officers  and  Men  of  Kemper's  Brigade  : 

For  months  it  has  been  my  expectation  and  fixed  pur- 
pose to  resume  my  old  command,  at  the  opening  of  this 
campaign.  But  at  the  Last  moment  my  plans  have  been 
tliwarted  by  an  over-ruling  necessity.  I  am  now  warned 
by  eminent  medical  advisers,  that  my  condition  is  such 
as  positively  incapacitates  me  for  the  duties  of  a  field 
commander,  and  for  doing  justice  to  yourselves  in  that 
relation ;  that  further  service  in  the  saddle  must  result 
in  the  ruin  of  my  constitution,  if  not  the  destruction  of 
my  life,  without  enuring  to  the  benefit  of  the  country. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  have  been  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  reserve  forces  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. I  have  not  sought  the  position ;  but  struck  down 
by  the  casualties  of  war  and  unable  longer  to  lead  your 
veteran  battalions,  I  believe  it  an  imperative  duty  to 
yield  obedience  to  the  order. 

It  is  the  most  painful  duty  of  my  life  to  sever  the 
relations  which  for  three  years  have  harmoniously  united 
us ;  Avhich  have  carried  us  together  through  memorable 
and  fiery  trials,  and  have  bound  you  to  my  heart  with 
ties  stronger  than  "hooks  of  steel."  No  portion  of  our 
armies  will  present  to  the  world  more  splendid  annals  of 
valor  than  the  First,  Third,  Seventh,  Eleventh  and 
Twenty-fourth  Regiments  of  Virginia  Infantry.     Let  us 
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ever  remember  also  as  honored  comrades,  though  now  sep- 
arated from  us,  the  noble  Seventeentu  Virginia,  identi- 
fied with  us  by  two  years  of  common  toils  and  achieve- 
ments. It  were  enough  of  honor  to  have  shared  the  for- 
tunes of  any  of  these  regiments.  Any  soldier  might  well 
be  proud  to  possess  the  command  of  them  all.  Stouter 
heroes  have  not  trod  the  field  of  battle.  In  your  torn 
flags,  your  scarred  persons,  your  rolls  of  gallant  dead, 
you  bear  memorials  of  a  long  succession  of  glorious  con- 
flicts ;  from  the  smoke  and  fire  of  not  one  of  them  have 
you  emerged  without  honor. 

I  will  not  tell  you  to  preserve  unsullied  in  the  future 
the  reputation,  above  all  price,  which  the  past  has  secured. 
The  veteran  brigade  which  Longstreet,  Ewell  and  A.  P. 
Hill  were  proud  successively  to  command  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  as  dauntless  as  the  Imperial  Guard, 
knows  how  to  die  but  not  to  surrender. 

Fellow  soldiers !  I  bid  each  of  you  an  afiectionate 
adieu.  I  cease  to  be  your  commander,  but  firmly  and 
forever  remain  yoiir  friend.  I  shall,  as  heretofore,  watch 
your  career  with  the  profoundest  solicitude  for  your  wel- 
fare. May  the  God  of  battles  steel  your  nerves  and 
shelter  your  forms  amid  the  perils  of  the  field  !  May 
peaceful  homes,  a  stable  government,  an  admiring 
country,  be  at  once  the  monuments  and  the  rewards  of 
your  valor ! 

James  L.  Kemper. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Kemper's    brigade 

Was  partially  organized  in  the  spring  of  1861.  It  was 
first  commanded  by  Lieut.-Gen.  (then  Brig.-Gen.)  Long- 
street  and  engaged  in  the  fight  at  Bull  Run,  July  18, 
1861.  In  an  open  field,  without  intrenchments,  or  any 
cover  whatsoever,  it  witlistood  the  attack  of  three  thou- 
sand of  the  enemy's  inftmtry,  and  successfully  repulsed 
his  attempt  to  cross  Bull  Run  at  Blackburn's  Ford.  This 
was  the  first  time  these  troops  had  been  under  fire.  In 
the  first  battle  of  Manassas,  July  21,  1861,  it  occupied 
position  on  the  right,  holding  the  enemy  in  check,  while 
the  more  active  engagement  was  being  fought  on  the 
left.  Although  not  actively  engaged  on  that  day,  it  did 
signal  service,  under  a  severe  shelling  from  the  enemy's 
batteries. 

After  the  battle  of  Manassas,  and  until  the  next  spring, 
it  was  engaged  in  performing  picket  duty  on  the  Potomac, 
and  in  several  heavy  skirmishes  at  Munson's  Hill,  in  the 
front.  It  was  commanded  at  difierent  times  by  Gens. 
Clark,  Ewell  and  A.  P.  Hill,  In  the  spring  of  1862  it 
was  moved  with  the  army  to  the  Peninsula. 

At  the  fight  at  Williamsburg,  May  5,  1862,  it  per- 
formed an  important  part.  McClellan's  army,  in  pushing 
after  Johnston's  retreat  from  Yorktown,  pressed  with 
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sucli  heavy  numbers  upon  his  rear-guard  (then  approaching 
Williamsburg  in  front  of  Fort  Magruder)  that  Johnston, 
finding  himself  thus  attacked  on  right  and  left  by  flank- 
ing columns  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  in  rear  by  the  main 
body,  was  forced  to  make  a  stand  and  offer  desperate  re- 
sistance. The  troops  put  back  for  this  purpose  (aznong 
whom  were  both  A.  P.  Hill's  and  Pickett's  Brigades) 
behaved  with  the  utmost  valor  and  determination ;  re- 
pulsing the  much  superior  force  of  the  enemy — Hooker's, 
Smith's  and  Kearney's  Divisions  (commanded  in  person 
by  Gen.  Sumner,  that  hard-fighting  old  chieftain) — with 
terrible  loss  to  the  enemy,  and  much  honor  and  glory  to 
themselves.  This  sanguinary  conflict,  although  unsought 
by  us,  was  most  important  in  efi"ect.  Our  troops  had 
scarcely  been  engaged  seriously  for  a  year.  They  were 
then  retreating  slowly  before  an  enemy,  with  whom  they 
were  anxious  to  try  conclusions  at  no  matter  what  odds. 
They  were  at  that  time  always  ready  and  eager  to  ad- 
vance, but  obeyed  orders  to  fall  back,  with  discontent. 
A  retreat  under  these  circumstances  is  always  dispiriting 
to  volunteer  troops.  The  success  at  Williamsburg  en- 
couraged them  greatly,  while  it  taught  the  enemy  a  severe 
lesson  as  to  what  a  mere  fragment  of  the  army  they 
were  following,  could  do  against  their  picked  divisions. 
From  this  first  taste  of  their  "quarry  at  bay"  they  re- 
coiled ;  and  after  that  it  was  a  mere  following  truly ; 
like  the  celebrated  wolf-dog,  of  wonderful  speed,  who 
could  overtake  the  wolf  whenever  he  pleased,  but  did 
not  like  his  company  when  overtaken.     If  Gen.  McClel- 
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Ian  was  in  pursuit  of  Johnston  after  the  passage  of  arms 
at  Williamsburg,  it  was  either  a  very  slow  or  unwilling 
pursuit ;  for  it  took  him  from  the  5th  to  the  21st  of  May, 
to  see  the  Confederate  Army  safely  across  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  keeping  at  a  respectful  escort's  distance,  and 
never  again  coming  to  striking  terms.  Certain  it  is  that 
he  never  again  commenced  an  attack  upon  his  enemy 
after  feeling  his  teeth  at  Williamsburg.  And  to  follow 
the  simile  of  the  famous  wolf-dog ;  when  the  chase  was 
reversed,  and  the  wolf  after  him,  he  succeeded  in  effecting 
a  "  mastei'ly  retreat,"  giving  up  entirely  his  "  head- 
quarters," and  a  great  poi'tion  of  his  hindquarters  before 
finally  "  taking  water"  in  the  noble  James. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  repeat  here,  and  once  for  all,  that 
this  is  no  intended  criticism  upon  Gen.  McClellan,  or 
"  any  other  man  ;"  but  in  telling  my  story,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  state  simply  the  '■'■faits  {im)accomj)Us''''  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  his  command. 


CHAPTER  X. 

BATTLE     OF     SEVEN     PINES. 

(Mat  31,  AND  June  1, 1863.) 

"With  the  rudimentary  lesson  of  Williamsburg  fresh 
in  their  minds  we  know  how  at  Seven  Pines,  May  31, 
18G2,  Gen.  Casey  "  came  to  grief."  Holding  the  advanced 
post  of  the  enemy,  on  the  Avest  side  of  the  Chickahominy, 
which  he  had  crossed  without  opposition,  his  position 
was  protected  by  a  formidable  redoubt,  with  smaller  out- 
works and  rifle-pits.  His  own  headquarters  were  imme- 
diately in  rear  of  the  redoubt  and  by  the  side  of  such  a 
"  wood-pile  "  as  was  never  seen,  out  of  a  seventy  times 
seven  pine's  country.  Barring  interruptions,  he  might 
have  intended  to  take  up  his  winter-quarters  in  this  favor- 
ably wooded  locality.  But  Gen.  Johnston,  tired  of  wait- 
ing on  this  slow  advance  upon  Richmond,  decided  to 
break  up  this  pleasant  "  roost,"  and  straightway  directed 
D,  II.  Hill,  commanding  a  portion  of  Longstreet's  Divis- 
ion, to  pitch  into  it  in  front,  while  he  superintended  in 
person  an  attack  on  the  enemy's  right,  near  a  point  some- 
times known  as  Fair  Oaks. 

Included  in  D.  H,  Hill's  attacking  force,  was  Kemper's 
Brigade.  Upon  the  promotion  of  A.  P.  Hill,  Brig.-Gen. 
James  L.  Kemper,  up  to  that  time  Col.  of  the  7th  Vir- 
ginia, had  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  this  brigade. 
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Rodes'  Alabama  Brigade  led  the  attack,  charged  the 
enemy's  defences  in  gallant  style,  and,  after  a  severe 
struggle,  carried  by  a  coup-de-main  the  redoubt  of  such 
strength  and  importance  at  Gen.  Casey's  headquarters ; 
supporting  Rodes  in  the  attack,  Kemper's  Brigade  drove 
the  enemy,  fighting  hard,  across  the  Williamsburg  or 
Seven  Mile  road,  the  Nine  Mile  road,  which  runs  into  it  at 
this  point,  and  thus  fairly  into  the  swamps  of  the  Chick- 
ahoniiny.  A  few  other  brigades  were  also  engaged  in 
tliis  brilliant  action,  in  the  same  manner  on  the  right. 
Richard  H.  Anderson's  (afterwards  Jenkin's)  South  Caro- 
lina Brigade  bore  a  conspicuous  part  in  it.  At  this 
point  then.  Seven  Pines,  there  was  a  complete  success. 
A  small  command  comparatively,  comprising  only  six 
brigades,  had  completely  "  flaxed  out  "  and  driven  back 
Casey's,  Couch's,  and  Kearney's  Divisions,  of  Keyes' 
Corps,  supported  by  Heintzelman's  Corps.  Gen.  linger, 
who  had  been  directed  to  co-operate  with  this  attack, 
from  the  extreme  right  of  the  Confederate  line,  had  not 
been  heard  from,  nor  did  his  division  appear  in  the  action 
of  that  day ;  some  misapprehension  of  orders,  or  mistake 
of  roads,  is  alleged  as  the  explanation  of  this  failure. 

Meanwhile,  Gen.  Johnston  (with  G.  W.  Smith's  and 
Whiting's  commands  on  the  extreme  left),  who,  from 
some  peculiar  condition  of  the  atmosphere,  or  course  of 
the  Avind,  on  that  day,  had  not  heard  anything  of  this 
lively  action  going  on  to  his  right,  refrained  from  attack- 
ing the  enemy's  right  on  the  Nine  Mile  road,  until  too 
late  in  the  afternoon  to  co-operate  fully,  as  he  had  in- 
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tended,  with  Longstreet's  attack  upon  the  left  of  the 
enemy,  which  had  proved  guch  a  thoroiigh  success.  Had 
these  attacks,  as  planned,  been  simultaneously  made, 
there  would  in  all  probability  have  been  no  ground  left 
for  disputation  as  to  the  final  result  of  Seven  Pines  or 
Fair  Oaks. 

And  this  brings  me  to  a  correction  I  desire  to  make, 
in  an  impression  that  might  well  be  derived  from  "  Swin- 
ton's  Campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  (an  ex- 
cellent general  authority,  usually  impartial  and  correct 
in  all  particulars)  in  its  account  of  this  engagement. 

In  the  first  place,  the  nomenclature  of  various  battles 
has  been  different  with  the  two  armies,  and  thus  natu- 
rally adopted  by  tlie  writers  on  either  side.  For  instance, 
Bull  Run  and  Manassas,  Antietam  and  Shai'psburg, 
Fair  Oaks  and  Seven  Pines,  and  so  on.  Now,  the  Con- 
federates have  never  known  this  fight  or  fights  of  May  31, 
and  June  1,  1862,  by  any  other  name  than  Seven  Pines. 
And  first,  becaiise  all  of  the  important  fighting  was  done 
at  and  about  the  intersection  of  the  Seven  Mile,  or  Wil- 
liamsburg direct,  and  the  Nine  Mile  roads,  a  point  long 
known  in  the  common  parlance  of  the  country  as  Seven 
Pines ;  while  on  the  northern  side  of  the  York  River  Rail- 
road, and  about  the  place  known  as  Fair  Oaks,  there  was 
comparatively  little  fighting ;  secondly,  perhaps,  because 
the  affair  at  Seven  Pines  proper,  was  a  complete  Confede- 
rate success,  whereas  the  attack  on  the  left,  partly  through 
accident,  was  by  no  means  a  happy  coincidence.  For 
a   converse  reason,  perhaps,  the  Federals  have  always 
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spoken  of  it  as  the  Battle  of  Fair  Oaks.  It  is  in  reference 
to  these  two  points  of  really  the  same  battle,  that  I  wish 
to  make  this  explanation.  Mr.  Swinton,  in  paying  a  mer- 
ited tribute  to  that  heroic  and  gallant  old  soldier,  Gen. 
Sumner,  would  rather  leave  the  inference  that  his  timely 
assistance  afibrded  on  the  evening  of  May  31st,  to  his 
then  beaten  comrades,  recovered  the  greater  portion  of 
the  ground  lost  by  them  at  Seven  Pines. 

Now,  no  doubt  Gen.  Sumner  did  move  his  supporting 
forces  across  the  Chickahominy  under  all  of  tlie  difficul- 
ties mentioned,  just  in  time  to  prevent  an  utter  demoli- 
tion of  the  troops  already  badly  worsted ;  no  doubt  this 
time-worn  veteran,  whose  courage  and  fighting  qualities 
no  one  can  deny,  did  effect  this  part  of  his  purpose,  and 
"put  in  five  regiments  with  the  bayonet,  to  dislodge  a 
party  of  Confederates  from  a  piece  of  woods  near  Fair 
Oaks,"  and  perhaps  these  confederates  were  "  driven 
back  in  confusion,"  but  it  was  too  late  to  save  a  battle 
already  fought  and  lost.  This  timely  repulse  of  the 
forces  under  Gen.  Johnston's  supervision  on  the  left,  may 
well  entitle  Gen.  Sumner  to  be  called  the  Moreau  of  the 
day;  but  it  would  be  error  to  suppose  that  one  foot  of 
the  ground,  already  lost  on  the  right,  in  front  of  Seven 
Pines,  was  recovered  on  that  evening  of  the  31st.  More  to 
the  contrary.  Pryor's,  Wilcox's,  R.  H.  Anderson's  and 
other  brigades  occupied,  that  night  and  the  next  morn- 
ing, the  ground  in  front  of  Seven  Pines,  taken  by  them 
the  day  before.  Kemper's  Brigade  spent  that  night 
vithin  the  redoubt  at  Gen.  Casey's  former  headquarters. 
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At  daylight,  June  1st,  Pickett's  Brigade,  which  had  not 
been  engaged  on  the  day  before,  but  was  held  in  reserve, 
covering  the  York  River  Railroad,  and  immediately  be- 
tween .the  two  wings  of  the  army,  was  moved  to  the 
right  front,  and  halted  at  Gen.  Casey's  headquarters  to 
receive  orders  from  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  who  was  then  occu- 
pying them  temporarily,  and  enjoying  the  unusual  luxu- 
ries left  in  haste  by  that  Federal  commander. 

Mahone's  Brigade  came  up  at  the  same  time  in  our 
rear.  These  brigades  were  directed  by  Gen.  Hill  to  ad- 
vance to  the  front  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  there  being 
no  account  of  the  enemy  within  some  distance. 

Pickett's  Brigade  moved  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
into  the  angle  formed  by  the  Nine  Mile  road  with  it. 

After  crossing  the  Nine  Mile  road  in  the  direction  of 
the  Chickahominy,  we  were  met  by  some  of  our  troops, 
falling  back  from  the  skirmish  line,  who  reported  that 
the  enemy  were  advancing  in  force. 

Misled  by  the  previous  information  that  there  was  no 
considerable  force  of  the  enemy  at  that  point,  and  then 
coming  upon  them  unawares  in  a  dense  swampy  wood 
and  undergi'owth,  where,  after  a  few  volleys  of  musketry, 
nothing  could  be  distinctly  seen,  these  advancing  bri- 
gades were  thrown  into  some  confusion  and  taken  at  a 
disadvantage ;  especially  those  troops  that  had  never 
been  in  action  before, 

Pickett's  well-tried  men,  however,  soon  formed  in  line 
of  battle,  and  not  only  gallantly  "  sustained  the  brunt  of 
attack,"  as   Mr.  Swinton's  "  note "  says,  but   advanced 


52  Pickett's  men. 

upon  the  enemy,  and,  for  a  time,  succeeded  in  driving 
him  back. 

Supported  by  Pryor's  and  Mahone's  Brigades  on  the 
left,  this  very  spirited  little  fight  was  maintained  for 
three  or  four  hours,  the  enemy  gaining  no  decided  advan- 
tage on  that  day.  The  order  from  Gen.  Hill  was  then 
received,  to  fall  back  towards  Seven  Pines;  but  this 
being  a  sort  of  movement  his  men  were  entirely  unaccus- 
tomed to,  and  deemed  by  him  not  only  hazardous,  but 
unnecessaiy,  Pickett  sent  repeated  requests  to  Gen.  Hill 
for  reinforcements,  and  a  supply  of  ammunition,  as  his 
was  giving  out. 

His  last  message  was :  "  Send  me  ammunition,  and  an- 
other good  fighting  brigade,  and  I  will  drive  the  enemy 
across  the  Chickahominy." 

Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  he  obeyed  with  reluc- 
tance the  final  order  to  retire ;  and  not  imtil  then  were 
tlie  troops  withdrawn.  There  was  no  further  attempt 
to  advance  made  by  the  enemy  on  that  day.  "When 
withdrawn,  Pickett  went  into  bivouac,  about  two  miles 
in  rear  of  the  battle-field  ;  and  Mahone  occupied  the 
redoubt  at  Gen.  Casey's  headquarters,  the  whole  of  that 
night. 

I  happened  to  be  in  attendance  upon  Gen.  Pickett,  as 
one  of  his  stafi",  when  he  received,  through  Gen,  Mahone, 
at  this  redoubt,  and  after  midnight.  Gen.  Hill's  order  to 
cover  with  his  brigade  the  retroojrade  movement  of  this 
wing  of  the  army,  which  was  commenced  at  two  o'clock 
A.  M.,  June  2d.     It  was  full  daylight  before  the  rear  of 
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the   column   passed  us,  which  we   closed  without  any 
attack,  01-  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  follow  closely. 

This  little  fight  of  June  1st,  Avhich  was  in  fact  a  suc- 
cessful winding-up  of  the  Seven  Pines'  battle  has  been 
treated  by  the  very  fair  and  usually  correct  historian  of 
the  "  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  a&  only  an  "  accidental  cir- 
cumstance :"  and  quoting  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston  as 
authority  that  it  was  merely  a  "  skirmish,"  simply  "  an 
affair  of  the  rear-guard."  I  have  no  doubt.  Gen.  John- 
ston was  entirely  informed  as  to  the  intention  ^'  but  mis- 
led by  his  information  as  to  the  actual  result. 

This  correction,  which,  as  an  eye-witness  and  humble 
participant  in  this  "  accidental  circumstance  "  of  a  "  rear- 
guard," having  been  singularly  sent  out  to  attack  an 
enemy,  I  have  deemed  it  but  just  to  make,  at  this  point, 
although  it  has  caused  a  perhaps  pardonable  digression 
from  the  sketch  of  Kemper's  Brigade. 

As  it  will  be  equally  necessary  hereafter,  to  make  some 
other  corrections  of  erroneous  statements,  made  no  doubt 
through  want  of  exact  information,  it  may  be  well  to 
say  that  it  shall  be  done,  in  no  spirit  of  unpleasant  criti- 
cism, but  in  high  appreciation  of  the  general  value  of 
Mr.  Swinton's  book. 

Kemper's  Brigade  was  at  this  time  composed  of  the 
1st  Virginia  Regiment,  from  the  city  of  Pichmond;  it 
having  been  an  old  volunteer  organization  before  the 
war,  and  one  of  the  first  to  enter  the  service  in  1861. 
It  was  commanded,  first  by  Col.  (afterwards  Bi-ig.-Gen.) 
P.  T.  Moore  (wounded   at   Bull  Run,  July  18,   1861), 
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after  the  first  twelve  months  of  the  war  by  Cols.  Lewis 
B.  Williams  (killed  at  Gettysburg),  Frederick  G.  Skinner 
(severely  wounded  at  Second  Manassas),  and  Lieut.-Col, 
F.  H.  Langley  ;  the  7th  Virginia  Regiment,  recruited  in 
the  counties  of  Culpepper,  Rappahannock  and  Madison, 
commanded  first  by  Gen,  James  L.  Kemper,  then  by 
Col.  TV.  Tazewell  Patton  (killed  at  Gettysburg),  and 
subsequently  by  Col.  C.  C.  Floweree ;  the  11th  Virginia, 
recruited  in  Lynchburg,  and  surrounding  counties,  com- 
manded first  by  Brig.-Gen.  Sam.  Garland  (killed  at 
Sharpsburg),  subsequently  by  Cols.  Funsten  and  Otey  ; 
and  the  17th  Virginia,  enrolled  in  and  about  Alexandria, 
Va.,  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen.  Montgomery  D.  Corse, 
Cols.  Morton  Marye  (severely  wounded,  and  incapacita- 
ted, by  loss  of  a  leg,  from  field  service  after  the  first  year 
of  the  war),  and  Arthur  Herbert ;  the  3d  Virginia  Regi- 
ment, first  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen.  Roger  A.  Pryor, 
and  subsequently  by  Col.  Joseph  Mayo,  Jr.,  was  added 
to  this  brigade  after  the  Maryland  campaign  of  1862  ; 
and  the  24th  Virginia,  first  commanded  by  Lieut.-Gen. 
Jubal  A.  Early,  subsequently  by  Brig.-Gen.  Wm.  R. 
Terry,  and  Col.  Richard  L.  Maury,  was  added  to  the 
brigade  some  time  after  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines. 

These  five  Virginia  regiments  remained  with  Pickett's 
Division  to  the  end  of  the  war;  the  l7th  was  transferred 
to  Corse's  Brigade.  The  brigade  participated  in  the 
Seven  Days'  Fight  around  Richmond,  1862 :  was  in  re- 
serve, supporting  R.  H.  Anderson's  Brigade,  at  Gaine's 
Mill,  but  was  not  required  in  the  action.     This  by  the 
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way,  is  a  further  confirmation  of  the  fact  heretofore 
stated,  that  the  attack  in  front  at  Gaine's  Mill  was 
made  by  Pickett's  and  R.  H.  Anderson's  Brigades  alone, 
or  else  Kemper's  Brigade  supporting,  must  have  been 
brought  into  action.  "  Hood's  gallant  Texans,"  of  Miioni 
so  much  praise  was  justly  said,  in  this  action  did  not 
pass  over  the  front  of  this  bloody  field,  but  did  distin- 
guish themselves  in  their  attack  upon  the  right  flank  of 
McClellan's  position. 

At  Frazer's  Farm,  Kemper's  Brigade  was  again  en- 
gaged with  distinction,  where  it  captured  a  battery  of 
the  enemy  :  again,  at  the  battle  of  Second  Manassas,  it 
did  the  same,  and  at  Boonsborough  and  Sharpsburg,  in 
the  first  Maryland  campaign,  where  it  maintained  itself 
as  ever.  In  September,  1862,  it  was  incorporated  in  Pick- 
ett's Division,  with  which  it  remained,  doing  occasional 
detached  service,  until  the  end  of  the  war. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

BRIG.-GEN.  MONTGOMERY  D.  CORSE. 

Gen.  Corse  was  boru  in  the  city  of  Alexandria,  D. 
C,  on  March  14,  1816.  He  was  educated  at  the  mili- 
tary school  of  Messrs.  Bradley  Lowe  and  Benjamin 
Hallowell,  and  then  entered  into  the  exchange  and 
broker's  office  of  his  father  in  Alexandria.  In  1846,  he 
was  elected  Captain  of  a  volunteer  conapany,  and  went 
to  the  war  with  Mexico,  in  command  of  C).  B.,  1st 
Regiment  of  Virginia  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Col. 
Hamtramk.  He  served  thus  until  the  end  of  the  Mexi- 
can war,  and  returned  to  Alexandria  in  1848.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1849,  he  went  with  an  early  emigration  to  Califor- 
nia— sailing  from  New  York  in  the  steamer  Falcon — via 
Isthmus  of  Panama ;  arriving  in  San  Francisco  by  the 
first  trip  of  the  steamer  Oregon,  on  April  1,  1849.  He 
was  occupied  in  California  in  various  callings ;  as  a 
miner,  merchant,  steamboat-agent,  custom-house  officer, 
deputy-marshal  of  Sacramento  city;  and,  for  a  time, 
joint  proprietor  of  the  Orleans  Hotel,  Sacramento  city. 
He  was  also  Captain  of  the  "  Sutter  Rifles  "  of  that  city, 
organized  in  1852. 

In  December,  1856,  he  returned  to  Alexandria,  and  re- 
embarked  in  the  banking  business  with  his  brother,  John 
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D.  Corse,  under  the  style  of  Corse  Brothers  ;  where  he  is 
at  present  located. 

In  1860,  he  organized,  in  Alexandria,  a  volunteer  com- 
pany called  the  "  Old  Dominion  Rifles ; "  and  later  in 
the  same  year,  when,  in  view  of  the  approaching  struggle 
between  the  Northern  and  Southern  States,  a  battalion 
of  volimteers  was  organized,  he  was  elected  Major  of  it. 
This  battalion  was  composed  of  three  infantry  compa- 
nies; the  Alexandria  Riflemen,  Captain  Morton  Marye  ; 
Mount  Vernon  Guard,  and  Old  Dominion  Rifles,  Captain 
Arthur  Herbert ;  and  the  Alexandria  Artillery,  Captain 
Delaware  Kemper.  These  infantry  companies  were  after- 
wards merged  in  the  17th  Regiment  Virginia  Infantry, 
which  distinguished  itself  so  greatly  throughout  the  war ; 
and  the  artillery  company  was  afterwards  so  well  known 
as  Kemper's  Battery,  playing  a  brilliant  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Bull  Run  and  Manassas.  Gen.,  or  as  he  then  was, 
Major  Corse,  served  for  a  time  as  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  to 
the  different  commanding  officers  of  the  post  of  Alexan- 
dria during  the  early  part  of  1861,  viz.:  Brig.-Gen. 
Philip  St.  George  Cocke,  Col.  Sydney  Taylor,  and  George 
Terrett.  After  the  evacuation  of  Alexandria  by  the 
Virginia  troops,  the  falling  back  to  Manassas,  and  the 
organization  of  a  Confederate  Army  by  Gen.  G.  T.  Beau- 
regard, Major  Corse  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
17th  Regiment ;  Lieut. -Col.,  David  Funsten;  and  Major, 
George  Brent.  Afterwards  Lieut.-Col.  Funsten  was  made 
Col.  of  the  11th  Virginia,  and  ^xn.  Munford  assigned 

as  Lieut.-Col.  in  his  place.     Col.  Corse  commanded  his 
3* 
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regiment  in  the  engagement  of  Bull  Run,  at  Blackburn's 
Ford,  July  18,  1861,  and  battle  of  Manassas,  July  21, 
1861.  He  was  at  diffei-ent  periods,  in  this  brigade,  com- 
manded by  Longstreet,  Ewell,  Clark,  A.  P,  Hill,  and 
Kemper.  With  this  brigade  he  fought  his  regiment  at 
Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Seven  Pines,  and  in  the  seven 
days'  fighting  around  the  city  of  Richmond  in  18G2. 

Col.  Corse  commanded  Kemper's  Brigade  in  the  second 
battle  of  Manassas  (Gen.  Kemper  commanding  Division) 
when  he  was  wounded  slightly  in  the  leg,  and  had  his 
horse  killed  under  him.  He  was  on  duty,  however,  the 
next  day,  and  marched  with  his  command  into  Maryland. 
He  next  commanded  his  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Boons- 
borough,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the  mouth. 

At  the  battle  of  Shai-psburg  or  Antietam,  he  carried 
in  liis  regiment  (the  17th)  with  fifty-six  men,  and  only 
brought  out  seven  :  Major  Arthur  Herbert,  Lieut.  Thomas 
Perry  and  five  privates.  Here  Col.  Corse  was  wounded 
a  third  time,  and  left  for  a  time  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
being  unable  to  retire  with  his  little  remnant  of  "  seven," 
but  he  was  subsequently  relieved  by  our  advance. 

Gen.  Corse  relates  an  incident  of  his  temporary  capture 
and  suspense  worth  recording.  Wliile  lying  helpless 
from  his  wound  he  was  surrounded  by  a  small  squad  of 
the  enemy,  and  one  of  these  men,  more  brutal  than  the 
others,  after  asking  him  if  he  were  wounded,  deliberately 
prepared  to  shoot  him,  coolly  cocking  his  gun  and  exam- 
ining the  cap  ;  Vnit  one  of  his  companions  prevented  this 
dastardly  coward  from  pei-petrating  the  act,  and  drove 
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him  off  with  indignation  ;  at  the  same  time  promising  to 
Col.  Corse,  protection  and  treatment  becoming  a  prisoner 
of  wai'.  Gen.  Corse  has  often  mentioned  this,  as  a  re- 
markable act  of  humanity,  for  which  he  desires  to  give 
credit  to  an  unknown  soldier  of  the  enemy. 

On  November  1,  1862,  Col.  Corse  was  commissioned 
Brig.-Gen.,  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  Pickett's 
old  brigade.  Abont  this  time,  having  obtained  ten  days 
leave  of  absence  for  the  purpose.  Gen.  Corse  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Elizabeth  Beverly ;  and  after  much  less  than 
a  "  lune  de  miel^''  was  ordered  back  to  the  army  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, to  take  command  of  a  new  brigade  made  up 
for  him.  This  brigade  was  composed  of  the  loth,  17th, 
30th,  and  32d  Virginia  Regiments,  to  which  was  after 
added  the  29th  Virginia.  Corse's  Brigade  became  then 
a  part  of  Pickett's  Division  and  served  with  it  through- 
out the  war,  always  commanded  by  its  gallant  (old) 
commandei'. 

"When  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia  moved  into 
Maryland  on  the  campaign  of  1863,  Gen.  Corse  was  left 
with  his  brigade,  a  North  Carolina  regiment,  and  some 
few  mounted  men,  at  Hanover  Junction  in  Virginia,  for 
the  purpose  of  guarding  the  railroads  and  bridges  and 
approaches  to  the  city  of  Richmond.  He  was  thus  de- 
tached from  his  division  and  jDroper  army,  by  orders  of 
the  War  Depai'tment,  and  deprived  of  participation  in 
that  disastrous  campaign  as  in  the  glorious  but  sad 
struggle  of  the  division  at  Gettysburg.  Meantime,  Gen. 
Corse  performed  good  service  in  this  undesirable  detached 
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duty,  marching  backwards  and  forwards  between  Rich-  . 
mond,  Hanover  Junction  and  Gordonsville,  until  he  re- 
joined the  army  again  near  Winchester,  Va.,  on  its  return 
from  Pennsylvania.  There  he  was  enabled  to  perform 
signal  service  for  that  army  ;  under  the  direction  of  Gen. 
Pickett,  he  moved  his  brigade  with  a  small  force  of  ar- 
tillery in  advance  of  the  army,  then  falling  back  into 
Eastern  Virginia,  and  succeeded  in  securing  the  passes 
of  Chester  and  Manassas  Gaps — which  the  enemy  had 
already  laid  hold  of — and  thus  effected  for  the  whole  army 
an  easy  passage  over  the  Blue  Ridge,  which  otherwise 
would  have  been  roughly  contested. 

Gen.  Corse  again  commanded  his  brigade  when  de- 
tached from  the  division,  and  sent  to  the  commands  of 
Gens.  Sam.  Jones  and  R.  Ranson  in  South-western  Vir- 
ginia, during  the  autumn  and  winter  of  1863-4.  He 
moved  his  brigade  thence  into  Tennessee  to  join  Long- 
street's  expedition  against  Knoxville ;  had  an  engage- 
ment at  Dandridge,  Tenn.,  with  the  enemy  (he  com- 
manding his  own  and  Wharton's  Brigades),  and  thence 
marched  his  brigade,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  half  of  his 
men  bare-foot,  to  Bristol,  Tenn.  (about  ninety  miles), 
over  hard  frozen  roads,  where  he  took  the  cars  for 
Petersburg.  He  was  no  so.oner  in  Petersburg  than  he 
was  ordered  to  Kinston,  N.  C,  where  he  took  active 
part  and  did  valuable  service  in  the  attack  upon  New- 
bern,  N.  C,  in  February,  1864.  Gen.  Corse  commanded, 
for  some  time  thereafter,  the  military  district  around 
Kinston,  N.  C. ;    made  a  demonstration  with  his  jtroops 
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against  Newbern,  to  draw  ofT  attention  from  the  attack 
(and  capture)  of  Plymouth  by  Gen.  Iloke,  and  assisted 
Hoke  in  tlie  second  attack  upon  jSTewbern, 

Ordered  to  Petersburg,  Gen.  Corse  commanded  his 
own  and  Matt.  Ranson's  Brigades  for  a  time;  com- 
manded his  brigade  again  in  the  battle  of  Drewry's 
Farm,  May  16,  1864,  where  he  cleared  the  whole  front 
before  his  command,  taking  about  600  prisoners,  but 
losing  several  valuable  officers,  and  many  men.  He  then 
rejoined  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia,  with  the  divis- 
ion at  Hanover  Junction,  from  which  his  brigade  was 
never  again  separated. 

Gen.  Corse  was  warmly  engaged  with  Sheridan's 
Cavalry  at  Dinwiddie,  March  31st,  and  the  brigade  be- 
haved most  handsomely  both  at  Five  Forks  and  Sailor's 
Creek,  where  Gen.  Cotse  along  with  most  of  his  officers 
and  men,  was  captured.  He  was  carried  a  prisoner-of- 
war  to  Fort  Warren,  in  Boston  harbor,  where  he  was 
held  until  some  time  in  August,  1865.  He  was  finally 
released  when  the  war  was  ended,  and  returned,  like  so 
many  others  of  his  brethren,  to  the  peaceful  avocations 
of  citizen  life.  In  the  quiet  contentment  of  home ;  still 
surrounded  by  those,  so  many  of  whom  have  shared  his 
trials  and  perils  of  war,  let  us  hope  that  this  scarred  old 
veteran  may  be  forgetting  the  troubles  of  cruel  civil 
war  in  the  calm  of  peace,  and  remembering  only  the 
noble  devoir  done  by  himself,  and  the  warm  place  he 
will  ever  hold  in  the  hearts  of  his  army  companions. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


COESE'S      BRI  GAD  E, 


In  November,  1862,  a  brigade  composed  of  the  15th, 
iVth,  and  30th  Virginia  Regiments  was  organized  at 
Fredericksburg,  to  which  were  afterwards  added  the 
29th  and  32d  Virginia,  and  the  command  assigned  to 
Brig,-Gen.  M.  D.  Corse,  recently  promoted  from  Colonel 
of  the  17th  Virginia.  Gen.  Corse  had  for  a  short  period 
previously  commanded  Pickett's  Brigade. 

The  15th  Regiment  was  recruited  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond early  in  1861 ;  first  commanded  by  Col.  Thomas 
P.  August  (who  was  wounded  at  Malvern  Hills,  July  1, 
1862,  and  incapacitated  for  field  service  from  that  time), 
subsequently  by  Lieut.-Col.  E.  M,  Mon-ison.  A  portion 
of  the  regiment  was  engaged  at  the  fight  of  "  Bethel," 
May,  1861 ;  served  with  the  command  of  Gen.  J.  B,  Ma- 
gruder,  on  the  Peninsula,  during  the  first  year  of  the  war ; 
fought  with  distinction  at  Malvern  Hills,  where  its  gal- 
lant Major,  John  Stuart  Walker,  was  killed ;  attached  to 
Semmes'  Brigade,  it  participated  in  the  Maryland  cam- 
paign, 1862.  The  17th  Regiment,  commanded  by  Col. 
Arthur  Herbert,  has  already  been  mentioned  as  attached 
to  Kemper's  Brigade.  The  30th,  first  commanded  by 
Col.  R.  Milton  Cary,  subsequently  by  Col.  Archy  T.  Har- 
rison, recruited  in  Fredericksburg  and  Caroline  County 
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at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  did  service  at  Acquia  Creek, 
supporting  the  batteries,  in  tlieir  aftairs  with  tlie  flotilla 
of  the  enemy's  gun-boats,  on  the  Potomac  in  1861. 
Owing  to  the  continual  ill-health  of  Col.  Harrison,  this 
regiment  was  for  the  gx*eater  part  of  the  war,  under  the 
immediate  and  able  command  of  Lieut.-Col.  Robert  S. 
Chew,  of  Fredericksburg. 

The  3 2d  Regiment,  recruited  from  several  of  the  tide- 
water counties,  commanded  by  Col.  Edgar  B.  Montague, 
had  been  engaged  with  credit  in  various  actions,  before 
its  attachment  to  this  brigade. 

At  Petersburg,  in  the  spring  of  1863,  the  29th  Regi- 
ment, T'ecruited  in  Western  Virginia,  and  commanded  by 
Col.  James  Giles,  was  detached  from  Colston's  and 
assigned  to  this  brigade.  A  large  regiment,  composed 
of  sturdy  mountaineers,  it  did  good  service  on  the  Black- 
water,  and  in  various  engagements.  It  was  for  some 
time  ably  commanded  by  Lieut.-CoL  Arthur  Herbert,  of 
the  17  th  Virginia. 


CHAPTER  Xin. 

MAJOR-GEX,    GEORGE    E.    PICKETT, 

The  commander  of  Pickett's  Division,  from  its  organ- 
ization to  the  end  of  tlie  war,  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Richmond  on  January  25,  1825.  He  is  the  son  of  Col. 
Robert  Pickett,  of  Turkey  Island,  on  James  River,  and 
Mary,  dau^^liter  of  Robert  Johnston,  Esq.,  of  the  city  of 
Richmond.  Gen,  Pickett  entered  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point,  June  20,  1842,  and  graduated  in  1846  ; 
appointed  Brvt.  Second  Lieut,  in  the  8th  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  United  States  Army,  July  1,  1846  ;  engaged  in 
war  with  Mexico,  in  battles  of  Siege  of  Vera  Cruz,  Cerro 
Gordo,  Contreras,  Churubusco,  El  Molino  del  Rey,  Cha- 
pultepec,  and  taking  of  city  of  Mexico  ;  breveted  First 
Lieut,  for  "  distinguished  gallantry  and  meritorious  con- 
duct "  in  battles  of  Contreras  and  Churubusco  ;  and  bre- 
veted Captain  for  same  in  battle  of  Chapultepec ;  served 
on  Indian  frontier  from  1849  to  1855  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico;  promoted  Captain  in  9th  Regiment,  United 
States  Infantry,  March  3,  1855  ;  served  with  his  com- 
pany in  Oregon  and  on  Pacific  coast,  from  1855  to  1861 ; 
commanded  United  States  post  at  Island  of  San  Juan 
when  the  government  of  Great  Britain  demanded  the 
withdrawal  of  United  States  troops  from  that  island. 

Capt.  Pickett  refused  to  yield  to  this  demand,  and 
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with  his  small  company,  some  forty  men,  defied  the 
whole  British  force,  until  the  question  was  finally  settled 
between  the  two  governments.  For  this  gallant  act, 
Capt.  Pickett  received  the  highest  encomiums  on  all 
sides. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  in  1861, 
while  still  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  Capt.  Pickett  resigned 
his  commission  in  the  United  States  Army,  and  hastened 
to  his  native  State,  in  compliance  with  the  call  of  the 
Governor  of  Virginia  upon  all  of  her  absent  sons  to  take 
part  in  her  struggle  for  independence.  In  September, 
1861,  he  was  appointed  Colonel,  and  assigned  to  com- 
mand of  forces  on  the  lower  Rappahannock.  February 
14,  1862,  he  was  appointed  Brig.-Gen.,  and  assigned  to 
the  command  of  Cocke's  Virginia  Brigade  of  Infantry. 
Gen.  Pickett  commanded  this  brigade,  from  that  tine 
known  as  Pickett's  Brigade,  in  the  battles  of  Williams- 
burg, Seven  Pines,  and  Gaine's  Mill.  Severely  wounded 
at  Gaine's  Mill,  June  27,  1862,  he  was  kept  out  of  the 
field  until  September  of  that  year,  when  he  reassumed 
command  of  his  brigade  at  Martinsburg,  Va,,  and  was 
almost  immediately  assigned  to  command  of  a  division 
composed  of  his  own,  Kemper's  and  Armistead's  Virginia 
Brigades.  Promoted  to  Major-Gen.,  October  10,  1862,  he 
commanded  his  division  in  every  action  it  was  engaged 
in  as  a  division:  Fredericksburg,  December,  1862;  skir- 
mishes around  Suff"olk,  1863;  Gettysburg,  July  3,  1863. 
In  September,  1863,  he  was  assigned  the  comrhand  of 
the  Department  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  which 


GQ  Pickett's  men. 

he  held  with  great  disthiction  until  relieved  by  Gen. 
Beauregard  in  May,  1864.  While  in  this  command  he 
superintended  in  person  the  attack  upon  Newbern,  N.  C, 
in  February,  1864;  and  projected,  intending  to  command 
in  person  the  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Plymouth, 
N.  C. ;  commanded  his  division  again  in  the  army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  confronted  to  Gen.  Grant's  advance 
on  the  North  Anna  and  Chickahominy,  in  May  and  June, 
1864  ;  drove  off  Gen.  Butler,  and  recaptured  lines  on 
the  Bermuda  Hundreds  Peninsula,  June  17,  1864;  held 
these  lines  in  security  from  that  time  until  March,  1865; 
when  his  division  was  relieved  by  Mahone's,  and  sent 
off  on  a  wild-goose  chase  after  Sheridan's  raiders  and 
marauders.  Immediately  after  returning  from  this  boot- 
less expedition  to  the  service  (and  shoeless  to  the  men 
engaged  in  it),  he  was  dispatched  with  three  of  his  brig- 
ades, March  29,  1865,  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  enemy's 
lines  at  Hatcher's  Run.  Here,  given  a  mixed  command, 
consisting  of  his  own  three  brigades,  two  small  infantry 
bx'igades,  six  rifled  jiieces  of  artillery,  and  all  of  the 
cavalry  present,  he  made  his  attack  at  Five  Forks  on 
the  flank  of  the  enemy  (cavalry),  in  the  afternoon  of 
March  30th,  drove  them  off,  and  continued  to  drive 
them  to  Dinwiddle  Court-House  on  March  31st. 

On  April  1st  (the  "All-fools-day"  of  the  Confede- 
racy), his  small  force,  having  fallen  back  to  Five  Forks, 
was,  in  turn,  surrounded,  and  almost  entirely  swallowed 
up  by  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  With  the  rem- 
nant of  his  own  division,  re-inforced  by  Hunton's  Bri- 
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gade,  which  had  not  been  at  Five  Forks,  Gen.  Pickett 
made  his  last  gallant  fight  at  Sailor's  Creek,  April  6, 
1865,  and  surrendered  with  about  800  of  his  old  division, 
at  Appomattox  Court-House,  April  9,  1865. 

There  was  some  absurd  rumor  afloat,  immediately  after 
the  surrender  of  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia,  to  the 
efiect  that  Pickett's  Men  had  all  been  captured  or  "gone 
home  "  before  the  surrender,  and  that  Gen.  Pickett,  and 
Gen.  R.  H.  Anderson,  and  Gen.  Bushrod  Johnston  had 
been  relieved  of  command  also  before  the  surrender,  but 
in  this  there  can  be  no  truth.  The  only  official  papers  I 
have  in  my  hands  relate  to  these  last  afiiiirs  at  Appomat- 
tox Court-House,  viz. :  the  official  parole  of  Gen,  Pick- 
ett, staff  (genei'al  and  personal),  brigadier-general,  field 
officers,  and  enlisted  men,  making  an  aggregate  of  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  ;  as  well  as  the  corps  and  army 
headquarters  orders  issued  to  Gen.  Pickett,  April  10, 
1865,  one  of  which  is  published  in  the  body  of  this  work, 
and  the  response  in  Gen.  Pickett's  official  report. 

Gen.  Pickett's  military  career  is  a  brilliant  one,  giving 
to  a  division  of  Virginia  soldiers  a  name  which  will  for- 
ever stand  high  in  the  pages  of  history,  he  receives  the 
reflected  honor  and  glory  of  having  commanded  such 
troops.  He  possessed  in  a  remarkable  degree  the  confi- 
dence of  his  men,  as  well  as  of  his  superior  officers. 

\Yhenever  there  was  heavy  work  to  be  done,  these  offi- 
cers knew  that  they  could  depend  upon  Pickett  to  do  it; 
and  he  always  felt  conscious  that  his  men  would  follow 
him,  even  into  the  jaws  of  death. 
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Gen.  Pickett's  Department-command  in  North  Caro- 
lina, on  the  Blackwater  line  and  around  Petersburg,  Avas 
conducted  with  much  credit.  His  prompt  defence  of 
Petersburg,  when  threatened  by  Butler  in  1864,  and  his 
continued  appeals  to  the  Government  (which  were  neg- 
lected) to  strengthen  the  defences  on  the  south  side  of 
James  Rivei",  before  that  attack  was  made,  together  with 
the  fact  of  his  volunteering  to  remain  in  Petersburg  after 
he  was  relieved  from  command,  in  order  to  wait  for  the 
coming  of  Gen.  Beauregard,  deserve  remark  in  this  brief 
biography. 


CHAPTER  Xiy. 


PICKETT    S      DIVISION". 


In  the  month  of  September,  1862,  Brig.-Gen.  George 
E.  Pickett,  having  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his 
wound  received  at  Gaine's  Mill,  reported  with  his  j^er- 
sonal  staff  to  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia  at  Martins- 
burg,  then  just  returned  from  the  first  campaign  into 
Maryland.  He  assumed  command  of  his  bi'igade,  then 
much  reduced  in  numbers  and  falling  back  with  the 
army  towards  Winchester. 

Here  a  reorganization  of  the  army  was  perfected. 
Corps  and  new  division  distinctions  were  made.  Pick- 
ett's, Kemper's,  and  Jenkin's  (South  Carolina)  Brigades 
were  consolidated  into  a  division,  attached  to  Long- 
street's  1st  Army  Corps,  and  the  command  assigned  to 
Pickett,  then  strongly  recommended,  and  soon*  after 
promoted,  to  the  grade  of  Major-Gen.  In  the  same 
month  Armistead's  Brigade  was  added  to  this  division. 
Brig.-Gen.  M.  T>.  Corse  was  temporarily  assigned  the 
command  of  Pickett's  Brigade.  In  Novembei',  the  di- 
vision Avas  moved  from  Orange  Court-House  to  Freder- 
icksburg, where  it  was  confronted  with  Burnside's  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  Here  a  new  brigade  was  formed  and 
the  command  given  to  Brig.-Gen.  Corse.  Brig.-Gen. 
Richard  B.  Garnett  was  then  assigned  to  the  command 
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of  Pickett's  old  brigade,  and  its  designation  from  that 
time  changed  to  Garnett's  Brigade. 

Thus  the  division  was  then  composed  of  Garnett's, 
Arraistead's,  Kemper's,  and  Corse's  Virginia,  and  Jenliins' 
(formerly  R.  H.  Anderson's)  South  Carolina  Brigades. 

The  general  staff  assigned  to  the  division,  was  Col. 
Kobert  Johnson  (Capt.  of  Regular  Cavalry),  acting 
Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  in  the  absence,  on  account  of  wound, 
of  Major  Charles  Pickett,  A.  A.  Gen. ;  Lieut.-Col.  Walter 
Harrison  (Major,  Adjt.-Gen's.  Department),  A.  A.  and  In- 
spector-General;  Major  C.  W.  Chancellor,  Chief  Sur- 
geon of  division  ;  Major  R,  Taylor  Scott,  Chief  Quarter- 
master ;  Major  Horace  W.  Jones,  Chief  Commissary: 
and  First  Lieut.  Samuel  G.  Leitch,  Ordnance  Officer. 

Gen.  Pickett's  aides-de-camp  Avere :  First  Lieut.  Ed- 
ward R.  Baird,  First  Lieut.  W.  Stuart  Symington,  and 
First  Lieut.  Robert  A.  Bright,  Yol.  A.  D.  C.  Four  bat- 
teries of  field  artillery  were  attached  to  the  division 
under  the  command  of  Major  James  Dearing. 

Although  thus  composed  of  well  tried  troops,  the  di- 
vision was  first  on  a  battle-field  as  a  distinct  organiza- 
tion, at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1862. 
Here  it  held  position  in  reserve,  the  centre  of  Long- 
street's  Corps,  and  was  never  fully  reached  in  the  attack 
of  the  enemy.  A  small  portion  of  its  troops  only  (part 
of  Kemper's  Brigade)  was  engaged  actively,  about  the 
famous  "  stone  fence  "  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Hill.  The 
strength  of  the  division  at  this  time  was  about  9,000  ;  and 
the  casualties  in  its  partial  engagement  trifling  (about  40). 


CHAPTER  XV. 

BATTLE    OF    FKEDERICKSBURG. 

I  DO  not  purpose  to  enter  into  any  description  of  tho 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  in  which  "Pickett's  Men" 
M'ere  scarcely  allowed  or  required  to  take  any  part. 
Burnside's  attack,  although  fierce  and  determined,  was 
successfully  repulsed  at  every  point  with  great  loss  to 
him.  Gen.  Lee's  position  was  so  well  selected  and  de- 
fended that  only  a  portion  of  the  first  line,  near  Hamil- 
ton's Crossing,  was  driven  back  for  a  time,  by  the  re- 
peated assaults  of  Franklin's  superior  force,  but  soon  re- 
inforced, and  the  ground  recovered.  Meanwhile,  the  re- 
serve force  of  Gen.  Longstreet  was  scarce  restrauied 
like  impatient  "  dogs  of  war"  in  leash,  anxious  to  rush 
to  the  destruction  of  a  foe  who  was  not  permitted  to 
reach  them. 

Gen,  Longstreet,  who  was  engaged  with  Gen.  Lee  in 
another  j.art  of  the  field  watching  the  progress  of  the 
battle,  had  left  directions  with  his  Division-commanders, 
Pickett  and  Hood,  to  hold  their  ground  simply  in  de- 
fence, unless  an  opportunity  should  occur  to  pitch  into 
the  enemy  while  he  was  engaged  with  A.  P.  Hill  on  the 
right. 

During  the  progress  of  the  fight,  Pickett  thought  he 
saw  this  very  opportunity  open,  and  proposed  to  Gen. 
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Hood  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Franklin's  column  had 
advanced,  on  the  extreme  right,  somewhat  beyond  Hood's 
and  Pickett's  front,  leaving  his  flank  open ;  and  when 
repulsed  in  front,  both  Hood's  and  Pickett's  Divisions 
might  have  turned  their  whole  force  upon  him,  and  done 
incalculable  damage  to  him  in  the  open  field  through 
Avhich  he  was  forced  to  retire.  Gen.  Pickett  has  told 
me  that  he  not  only  made  the  suggestion  to  Gen.  Hood 
in  person,  but  sent  a  message  to  Gen.  Longstreet  to  know 
whether,  under  the  detailed  circumstances,  they  should 
not  "  push  in  "  at  once.  Of  course,  any  delay  in  such  a 
moment  settled  the  question,  and  the  opportunity  was 
lost.  It  has  been  said,  that  if  Burnside  had  succeeded 
in  getting  deeper  into  the  "  toils"  set  for  him  by  Gen. 
Lee,  on  this  field,  it  would  have  resulted  in  the  total  de- 
struction of  his  army ;  but  we  have  nothing  to  do  with 
speculations.  After  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  the 
division  remained  bivouacked  in  the  rear,  but  still  pick- 
eting the  Rappahannock  River  below  Fredericksburg. 
It  was  moved  to  the  left  to  meet  Burnside's  attempted 
crossing  at  Bank's  Ford,  and  after  (early  in  February, 
1863)  marched  to  Richmond,  and  thence  to  Petersburg, 
on  Longstreet's  expedition  to  Sufiblk,  Va,,  and  North 
Carolina.  Followed  by  Hood's  Division,  it  accomplished 
this  trying  march  in  the  midst  of  w"inter,  and  most  in- 
clement weather.  During  this  continued  march  of  ten 
days,  the  ground  was  covered  either  with  snow  or  sleet, 
and  hundreds  of  the  men  were  without  shoes  or  blankets. 
Overcoats  were  unknown.     Many  of  the  men  were  shod 
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with  only  the  improvised  moccasin  of  raw  beef-hide ;  and 
their  heads  covered  with  little  else  more  rain-proof  than 
a  shock  of  matted  hair,  rather  fantastically,  if  uncom- 
fortably, embellished  with  pendant  icicles. 

Yet  these  gallant  tatterdemalions,  no  better  off  than 
"  our  ragged  troops  of  "76,"  performed  their  march  riglit 
cheerfully.  They  passed  through  Richmond  without  halt 
or  straggling,  receiving  the  cheers  and  hurried  greetings 
of  their  many  friends  and  relatives  with  a  conscious  pride 
that  lent  a  momentary  activity  to  limbs  stiffened  with 
cold  and  weary  with  being  dragged  over  sixty  miles  of 
half-frozen  slushy  roads.  They  received  gratefully  the 
bread  and  meat  hastily  thrust  into  their  hands  as  they 
marched  on  ;  for  their  havei'sacks  were  empty,  and  the 
"  Grand  Commissariat "  of  the  army  was  never  to  be  re- 
lied on.  Xor  did  any  old  battered  canteen,  secretly 
filled  by  some  good  Samaritan,  with  a  fluid  more  warm- 
ing to  the  heart  than  sympathetic  tears  (or  ditch-water), 
scatter  its  drops  on  a  "  stony  soil."  Its  contents  might 
as  well  have  been  poured  upon  the  sands  of  the  desert, 
so  quickly  was  it  swallowed  up ;  but  it  brought  balm  to 
many  an  "aching  void"  other  than  the  heart.  There 
was  no  time,  however,  for  these  heroes  to  "  linger  over 
the  sweets  of  the  bowl."  The  steady  "  tramp,  tramp," 
must  be  kept  up,  even  through  these  hospitable  streets  ; 
and  " crambambuli "  taken  at  a  "flying  gulp,  and  down 
she  goes."  These  two  years'  veterans  were  scarcely  rec- 
ognizable by  their  own  mothers,  as  the  tidy  boys  who 
had  "  gone  out  for  glory,"  in  resplendent  uniforms  and 
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shining  equipments,  with  haversacks  and  knapsacks  well 
stuffed  by  fair  hands,  with  ample  provision  for  both  the 
inner  and  the  outer  soldier.  A.propos  /  an  amusing  in- 
cident is  related  of  an  Irish  company  of  the  1st  Regi- 
ment, in  this  connection.  The  "  Montgomery  Guard," 
commanded  by  that  noble  soldier  and  gentleman,  Major 
John  Dooley,  now,  alas !  no  more,  had  gone  into  the  war, 
handsomely  gotten  up  in  their  "  green  and  gold,"  em- 
blematic of  the  Emerald  Isle,  well  supplied  with  all  the 
substantial  accessories  to  match  ;  some  time  after  they 
had  "  seen  service,"  enough,  to  take  off  not  only  all  the 
pomp  and  circumstance,  but  the  very  teguments  of  their 
bra^■ery  in  costume,  their  regiment  was  j)assing  through 
a  village,  when  some  civilian  asked  what  regiment  it 
was.  "  Faix,  an'  its  the  Bloody  First,  ye  spalpeen ;  " 
replied  a  facetious  Pat ;  "  an'  did'nt  ye  know  us  by  our 
illigant  clothes  ?"  This  lively  irony  would  have  applied 
admirably  to  any  one  of  the  regiments  in  the  division  on 
its  march  through  Richmond,  in  February,  1863.  In  tliis 
plight,  however,  they  put  on  their  best  behavior  in  pass- 
ing through  crowds  of  relatives  and  friends,  whom  they 
had  not  seen  for  months,  and  to  whom  they  could  only 
give  a  fleeting  recognition  from  the  ranks ;  and  witli  a 
severe  trial  of  moral  firmness,  harder  to  bear  than  to 
face  an  enemy,  these  heroes  of  so  many  battle-fields 
turned  their  backs  once  more  upon  home  and  friends. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


THE   SUFFOLK   EXPEDITIONS'. 


Ik  the  works  around  Petersburg  the  division  made  but 
a  short  stay.  Gen.  Longstreet  soon  inaugui'ated  his 
supply  and  foraging  expedition  into  Noi'th  Carolina.  In 
the  extreme  north-eastern  counties  of  that  State  it  was 
known  that  there  were  lai'ge  quantities  of  corn  and  bacon, 
articles  of  which  our  whole  army  was  then  in  so  much 
need.  Tliis  whole  section  of  country  had  been,  since  the 
capture  of  Roanoke  Island,  and  our  abandonment  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  in  a  sort  of  quiet  possession  of  the 
enemy.  Our  lines  extended  only  to  the  Blackwater 
River  on  the  east,  where  only  a  small  body  of  Confed- 
erate troops,  under  Gen.  Pryor  or  Colston,  had  served  to 
hold  the  enemy  in  check.  Gen.  Longstreet  determined 
to  make  a  strong  demonstration  against  Suffolk,  and  to 
send  at  the  same  time  detached  brigades  into  Noith 
Carolina  and  wagon  trains  to  secure  these  necessary  sup- 
plies. 

Pickett's  and  Hood's  Divisions  of  his  corps  had  been 
detached  from  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia  for  this 
pur^jose,  leaving  his  third  division  (McLaw's)  with  Gen. 
Lee  at  Fredericksburg.  We  know  that  this  division  did 
good  service  at  Chancellorsville.  Hood's  Division  was 
sent  directly  to  Suffolk ;  Jenkins'  Brigade  from  Pickett's 
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Division  soon  followed.  Garnett's  and  Kemper's  Bri- 
gades were  sent  on  separate  expeditions  into  eastern 
North  Carolina.  Soon  after,  Armistead's  and  Corse's 
Brigades  were  despatched  down  James  River  and  on  the 
line  of  the  Norfolk  and  Petersbui-g  Railroad  towards 
Suifolk.  The  battalion  of  artillery  attached  to  Pickett's 
Division,  commanded  by  Major  James  Dearing,  was  sent 
direct  to  Suffolk,  with  all  the  available  artillery  about 
Petersburg.  Thus  in  March,  1863,  Suffolk  was  threat- 
ened in  front,  and  its  garrison  kept  pretty  well  confined 
within  their  strong  works,  while  the  successful  operation 
of  gathering  and  hauling  off  corn  and  bacon  from  the 
surrounding  country  was  carried  on,  without  serious  op- 
position, for  six  or  seven  weeks. 

There  were  frequent  sallies  made  by  the  enemy  from 
Suffolk,  and  a  great  deal  of  heavy  skirmishing  during 
this  period,  but  no  extended  engagement  was  fought. 
Our  loss  sustained  in  valuable  officers  and  men  was  quite 
considerable,  nevertheless.  Besides  the  infantry  casual- 
ties, we  met  with  a  serious  loss  in  one  of  the  finest  bat- 
teries attached  to  Pickett's  Division.  And  this  was  ac- 
complished by  a  piece  of  unpardonable  carelessness. 

"  Stribling's  Battery,"  the  Fauquier  Artillery,  had  been 
detached  by  order  of  Gen.  French,  then  commanding  all 
of  the  artillery,  and  placed  in  an  old  earthwork  on  the 
Nansemond  River,  far  in  advance  of  our  lines.  This  work 
was  situated  on  a  point  of  land  entirely  open  in  the  rear, 
and  the  battery  only  supported  by  two  small  companies 
of  the  44th  Alabama  Infantry.     Two  gun-boats  of  the 
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enemy  attempting  to  pass  this  battery  were  fired  into 
and  one  of  them  sunk,  the  other  driven  off.  No  other 
attempt  was  made  to  pass,  but  a  heavy  and  incessant  fire 
from  the  gun-boats  and  land  batteries  was  kept  up  lor 
two  days  and  nights.  Under  cover  of  this  tire,  three 
regiments  of  the  enemy  were  landed  in  rear  of  the  work, 
and,  after  a  fierce  resistance,  this  gallant  little  squad  was 
overwhelmed,  fighting  hand  to  hand  at  the  guns,  and 
those  not  killed  were  all  captured,  together  with  the 
pieces  they  had  fought  and  defended  so  well.  These 
were  five  splendid  guns,  three  brass  Napoleons  and  two 
twenty-four-pounder  brass  howitzers ;  all  pieces  captured 
from  the  enemy  and  highly  prized.  The  whole  command 
was  captured,  except  the  drivers  and  battery-horses  which, 
under  the  cliarge  of  Lieut.  Carroll,  were  some  distance 
in  the  rear,  and  managed  to  escape. 

Thus  was  foolishly  sacrificed  an  excellent  battery ;  and 
it  is  due  to  Capt.  Stribling  to  say,  that  it  was  by  no 
faiTlt  of  himself  or  officers.  He  had  been  peremptorily 
ordered  into  this  isolated  and  indefensible  position,  and 
kept  there  without  proper  support,  until  he  was  cut  ott' 
and  overwhelmed  by  numbers. 

The  object  of  this  expedition  having  been  accom- 
plished, and  large  quantities  of  both  meat  and  grain 
secured,  on  the  night  of  May  4th — just  about  the  time 
that,  unknown  to  us,  Gen.  Lee  was  driving  back  Hooker's 
army  at  Chancellorsville — Longstreet's  whole  force  was 
quietly  withdrawn  from  Suffolk,  and  before  the  enemy 
well  knew  of  our  departui'e  we  were  across  the  Black- 
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water.  At  South  Quay  we  heard  of  Gen.  Lee's  success 
at  Chancellorsville,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of 
Williamsburg.  From  this  point,  Hood's  Division  was 
hurried  on,  to  proceed  by  rail  to  rejoin  Gen.  Lee's  Army, 
and  we  were  preparing  to  follow,  when  orders  were 
received  to  proceed  to  Petersburg  by  the  Jerusalem 
plank-road,  in  order  to  intercept  a  cavalry  raiding-party, 
which  was  supposed  would  pass  down  the  south  side  of 
James  River  towards  Suffolk. 

But  this  did  not  happen,  and  the  division,  without 
Jenkins'  Brigade,  marched  on  through  Petersburg  and 
Richmond  to  rejoin  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia  at 
Culpepper  Court-House. 

Jenkins'  Brigade  was  left  on  the  Blackwater,  and 
never  was  with  the  division  again,  though  still  held  as  a 
part  of  its  organization. 

Early  in  Juae,  1863,  after  this  trifling  diversion  of  four 
months  on  the  road  and  at  Suffolk,  having  marched 
every  foot  of  the  way,  going  and  coming,  we  found  our- 
selves— that  is,  only  three  brigades  of  us — on  nearly  the 
same  ground  we  had  left  in  the  winter,  and  stalled 
almost  dix-ectly  on  the  Pennsylvania  campaign  of  1863. 

Corse's  Brigade  had  been  detained  at  Hanover  Junc- 
tion to  protect  the  raih-oads  and  bridges  near  Richmond. 
Its  detention  was  promised  to  be  only  temporary,  and 
that  this  brigade  should  rejoin  us  immediately ;  but, 
from  some  cause  deemed  sufficient  by  the  authorities  in 
Richmond,  it  was  never  allowed  to  do  so,  until  some 
time  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 
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In  the  same  manner,  Jenkins'  Brigade  was  detained  in 
a  "  masterly  inactivity  "  in  and  about  Petersburg,  while 
this  important  movement  was  going  on  in  the  enemy's 
country. 

Before  moving  on  the  Pennsylvania  campaign,  which 
resulted  so  disasterously  to  the  whole  army,  and  espe- 
cially to  his  division,  Gen.  Pickett  earnestly  and  repeat- 
edly asked  that  these  two  brigades,  numbering  nearly 
four  thousand  men,  should  be  permitted  to  rejoin  him; 
and  Gen.  Lee  strongly  urged  the  application,  but  to  no 
avail,  with  the  War  Department.  The  same  apathy,  or 
adverse  determination  which  it  is  said  so  signally  inter- 
fered with  Gen,  Lee's  plans  for  an  extensive  campaign  in 
the  enemy's  country,  at  this  time,  seems  to  have  prevented 
this  important  addition  to  the  strength  of  his  command. 

With  these  two  brigades,  Pickett's  Division,  in  its  cel- 
ebrated charge  at  Gettysburg,  would  have  been  over 
eight  thousand  instead  of  only  forty-seven  hundred  strong. 
Whether  the  presence  of  these  two  large  brigades,  of  as 
good  and  proved  fighting  material  as  any  in  the  array, 
would  have  materially  aifected  the  result  of  that  terrible 
day — the  very  turning  point  of  the  war — is  not  for  me  to 
say.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  argue  here,  or  even  in  its 
more  proper  place,  when  I  come  to  an  account  of  that 
decisive  battle,  the  facts  of  a  failure,  Avhich  was  certain, 
or  the  probability  of  success  under  other  circumstances. 
Leaving  those  doubtful  questions  to  more  comjDCtent 
authority,  I  shall  endeavor  to  stick  closely  to  the  for- 
tunes and  misfortunes  of  the  division  alone. 


CHAPTER  XVIL 

THE   PENNSYLVANIA   CAMPAIGN,   1863. 

Crossing  the  Blue  Ridge  at  Snicker's  Gap,  and  the 
Shenandoah  River  at  Castleman's  Ferry,  the  division  was 
detained  for  several  days  at  that  j^oint,  and  near  Berry- 
ville,  to  be  in  supporting  distance  of  Stuart's  Cavalry, 
which  was  skirmishing  with,  and  watching  the  move- 
ments of,  the  enemy  on  the  south  side  of  the  mountains. 
A  portion  of  the  division  crossed  and  re-crossed  the 
Shenandoah  no  less  than  six  times  during  this  delay. 
,  Meantime  Ewell's  advance  corps  had  driven  Milroy 
out  of  Winchester,  and  crossed  the  Potomac  after  him. 
Rode's  Division  had  taken  Berry  ville  and  Martinsburg ; 
and  Imbodens  Cavalry  had  cut  and  destroyed  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad  in  several  places.  The  road 
was  all  open  to  us,  but  here  we  tarried. 

On  June  24th  we  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Williamsport 
without  opposition,  and  went  into  bivouac  on  the  Mary- 
land shore. 

A.  P.  Hill's  Corps  crossed  lower  down  the  river  on  the 
same  day,  and  met  us  at  Hagerstown,  Md.,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  26th. 

Making  no  delay  here,  longer  than  was  necessary  to 
pass  the  division  through,  in  rear  of  Hill's  Corps,  we 
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moved  ou  up  the  Cumberland  Valley,  and  bivouacked  at 
Greencastle. 

The  strong  Southern  sympathy  of  Maryland,  so  much 
talked  of,  had  certainly  not  developed  itself  as  yet. 
Some  few  persons  in  Hagerstown,  received  the  Confed- 
erate troops  with  warmth;  but  the  great  majority,  like 
those  of  Williamsport,  and  even  Martinsburg,  in  Vir- 
ginia, seemed  to  look  upon  us  as  disturbers  of  the  peace 
at  least,  if  not  actual  rebels.  This  second  invasion  of 
Maryland  was  a  fair  chance  for  the  chivalric  youth  who, 
we  had  been  so  long  told,  were  pining  in  captivity  to 
ally  themselves  with  the  Southern  cause,  to  come  out  of 
their  oppression  ;  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  there  was 
any  considerable  accession  to  our  army  from  this  source. 
Maryland  was  a  much  more  "  loyal "  State  than  she 
bad  been  given  credit  for.  I  believe  her  active  sympa- 
thy was  pretty  well  exhausted  in  the  number  of  gallant 
spirits  who  .came  over  to  Virginia  early  in  18G1,  and  did 
such  valuable  service  throughout  the  war.  Of  these 
brave  men,  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise.  Xo 
better  truer  soldiers,  could  be  found  in  the  Confederate 
service ;  nor  should  the  kindness,  as  well  as  the  sufferings 
"  for  opinion's  sake,"  of  many  of  those,  who  were  obliged 
to  remain  at  home,  be  ever  forgotten. 

Of  course,  to  none  but  the  commanding  general,  and 
perhaps  his  chief  lieutenants,  was  the  destination  and 
full  object  of  this  grand  move  known.  It  was  whispered 
about  among  the  officers,  and  sometimes  hinted  at  in 
General  Orders,  that  it  was  to  be  the  grandest  exploit  of 
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all  history ;  that  Gen.  Lee  was  pressing  forward  as  rapidly 
as  possible  to  threaten  the  great  Northern  cities,  until 
he  could  turn  down  the  Susquehanna,  cut  ott"  the  rail- 
road connections,  destroy  the  bridges,  throw  his  army 
north  of  Baltimore,  thus  isolating  that  city  and  Wash- 
ington from  the  North ;  while  a  large  force  under  Beau- 
regard would  follow  directly  from  Richmond  by  way  of 
Manassas  to  Washington,  in  rear  of,  and  pressing  upon, 
Hooker's  Army,  which  would  be  necessarily  in  pursuit 
of  Lee. 

This  grand  programme,  if  successfully  carried  out, 
would  have,  at  least,  surrounded  the  army  of  the  Poto- 
mac entirely  by  land,  and  placed  it  and  Baltimore  and 
Washington  in  a  most  precarious  position.  Whether 
such  a  great  move  was  really  ever  contemplated — or, 
being  planned,  was  "nipped  in  the  bud"  by  the  controll- 
ing powers  at  Richmond  ;  or  whether  it  was  only  a 
"  grape-vine  "  of  the  camps — remains  yet  to  be  told  by 
one  of  the  few  informed. 

Certainly  the  officers  and  men  on  this  "  forward  "  expe- 
dition were  inspired  with  the  greatest  confidence,  and 
never  an  army  moved  into  an  enemy's  country  in  better 
fighting  condition  and  spirit. 

There  was  no  straggling,  no  desertion,  nor  disorder; 
and  comparatively  no  plundering  nor  destruction  of  pri- 
vate property.  An  army  of  sixty  thousand  effective 
men  was  marching  through  an  enemy's  country  almost 
without  obstruction ;  and  really  committing  less  depre- 
dation than  they  would  have  done  in  Virginia.      Gen. 
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Lee's  oi'ders  respecting  the  discipline  of  his  command, 
and  the  preservation  of  private  property,  were  never  be- 
fore so  strictly  enforced  and  obeyed.  Humane  and 
noble  as  this  order  was  in  the  true  spirit  of  civilized  war- 
fare, its  entire  policy  may  be  very  well  questioned. 

It  was  very  far  from  producing  the  desired  eifect 
upon  the  people  of  this  hostile  territory'-. 

First,  they  wondered  at,  and  then  they  ridiculed  its 
leniency.  From  expecting  and  being  pi-epared  to  give 
up  the  little  they  had  not  already  disposed  of,  to  force, 
they  very  soon  came  to  refusing  anything  whatever  to 
solicitations  or  to  purchase.  "  Greenbacks  "  were  at  a 
heavy  discount,  but  they  laughed  at  Confederate  "  scrip  " 
as  nothing  ;  while,  at  this  moment,  the  country  v/as  being 
flooded  with  counterfeit  Confederate  notes,  manufactured 
in  Philadelphia.  The  "  Christian  Order  "  spread  before 
the  advance  of  the  army  in  the  peaceful  valley  of  the 
Cumberland.  The  printing-presses  of  the  towns  struck 
off  thousands  of  copies  for  circulation  among  their  citi- 
zens and  neighbors  of  the  mountain  and  plain.  The 
farmers  of  the  country,  having  first  run  off  all  of  their  ser- 
viceable stock,  hidden  all  articles  of  value  which  might 
be  taken  for  army  use  or  suj^plies,  would  shake  this 
printed  "act  of  civilization"  under  the  very  noses  of 
prying  quarter-masters  and  commissaries,  even  when  one 
of  these  officers  happened  to  discover  a  good  artillery  or 
wagon-horse  hidden  away  in  a  hay-loft  of  one  of  their 
magnificent  barns;  a  fine  transportation  wagon  taken  to 
pieces,  and  sunk  in  the  bed  of  a  stream  ;  or  sometimes  a 
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"  muzzled  ox,"  half-suiFocated  under  straw  at  the  bottom 
of  an  ice-house.  This  sheet  of  2>aper  Avas  looked  upon 
as  a  talisman  not  only  to  "  save  from  wrath,"  but  to  re- 
lieve from  confiscation  any  Pennsylvania  Dutchman  who 
held  a  copy.  Complaints  were  more  common  here,  of 
fence-rails  burnt,  or  grain  trampled  down,  than  would 
have  been  in  our  own  country. 

Many  of  my  companions  will  recollect  this  incident, 
which  occurred  between  Greencastle  and  Chambersburg. 
A  very  respectable  quaker-looking  old  gentleman,  with  a 
large  family  Bible  in  front  of  him,  was  riding  about  in 
every  direction  looking  for  Gen.  Lee  himself,  to  make 
complaint  that  some — (he  did'nt  say  what  sort  of  a) — 
quartermaster  had  impressed  his  team  of  carriage-horses. 
He  said  :  "  They  say  Mister  Lee  is  a  Christian  man,  and, 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  I  will  prove  to  him  from  this 
book  that  this  kind  of  doings  ain't  square  among  the 
brethren."  No  doubt,  he  referred  to  the  "  cloak  and  coat " 
Scriptural  lesson.  Fortunately,  Gen.  Lee  escaped  the 
argument.  Col.  Corley,  Chief-Quartermaster,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  the  very  man  (and  brother)  who  had  ohtained 
his  beasts,  perhaps  fearing  the  effect  of  an  eloquent  ap- 
]ical  upon  his  great  chieftain,  adroitly  pointed  out  Gen. 
Pendleton  (the  great  artillerist)  as  the  commander-in- 
chief,  and  the  old  farmer  fired  his  big  gun  at  him. 

The  reverend  chief  of  artillery,  who  never  fired  a  gun 
outside  of  the  cause  of  humanity,  but  holds  the  "  canons 
of  the  church"  always  in  "masked  battery,"  doubtless 
let  fly  a  response  with  an  equal  weapon,  with  his  famous 
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war-cry :  "  Fire  low,  boys,  and  may  the  Lord  have  mercy 
on  their  misguided  souls  !  "  * 

If  there  were  no  enthusiasm  shown,  no  particular  dis- 
position to  be  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  the  "  despot's 
heel"  evinced  in  the  southeini  border  of  Maryland,  no 
outburst  of  gratitude,  beyond  a  feeble  sort  of  "  See  the 
conquering  hero  comes,"  got  up  on  the  outskirts  of 
Hagerstown,  the  ladies,  "  God  bless  them,"  did  shake  a 
few  sweet-scented  handkerchiefs  at  the  aforesaid  old  hero, 
and  "  fired  "  a  bouquet  or  two  at  the  flanks  of  his  high- 
stepping  war  charger  as  he  passed  through  their  town. 
But  as  we  ascended  this  smiling  valley  of  the  Cumber- 
land, and  plunged  through  miry  roads,  and  over  "  thine 
incomparable  stones,  McAdam  ! "  into  the  inhospitable 
bosom  of  Pennsylvania,  no  smiles,  but  those  wreathed  by 
nature,  greeted  us. 

O,  these  woods  of  Penn  !  These  sylvan  shades  of 
Penn  !  first  nohhj  "  nipped  "  from  the  aborigines,  in  a 
quakerly  brotherly-love  sort  of  bargain,  and  then  settled 
by  the  cheerful  boers  of  the  Deutschland,  your  natural 
beauties  are  great ;  your  cultivated  crops  are  grand  ; 
your  barns  are  large,  but  your  houses  are  small ;  your 
faces  are  not  cheerful  in  reality,  but  your  cheer  is  de- 
testable. Sauer-kraut  does  not  beget  benignity  of  coun- 
tenance or  happiness  of  stomach.  Apple-butter  may  be 
"  sauce  for  the  goose,"  but  I  protest  against  it  for  the 
bowels  of  common  humanity. 

*  It  would  not  be  safe  to  swear  to  more  than  three-fourths  of  this 
story.     About  that  proportion  of  it  is  strictly  historical.— Author. 
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And  yet,  your  whiskey  is  good,  Penn  !  very  good  ; 
but  your  water  is  bad,  very  bad. 

Your  crops,  nearly  ready  for  the  harvest,  were  beauti- 
ful in  June,  18G3 — especially  beautiful  to  those  who  had 
left  no  crop!?  at  home  ;  whose  mothers  and  sisters  and 
little  children  were  wanting  for  bread.  Your  mills  were 
running  peacefully,  the  streams  rippling  merrily,  and 
the  wheels  turning  steadily  even  as  an  invading  army 
passed  by.  Those  flourishing  crops,  mostly  met  their 
appointed  death  by  the  sickle  of  the  owners;  and  the 
mills  ground  them  up  in  their  appointed  time,  as  if  no  foe 
had  ever  been  near.  The  whiskey  stills  suffered,  of 
course ;  for,  as  I  have  said,  the  water  was  very  bad — as 
hard  almost  as  the  limestone  rock  from  which  it  springs, 
and  the  men  much  preferring  the  juice  of  the  rye,  it  was 
necessary  to  destroy  great  quantities  of  this  seductive 
fluid  for  the  preservation  of  good  order  and  military 
discipline.     "  Only  this,  and  nothing  more." 

We  entered  Chambersburg,  June  27th,  the  anniversary 
of  the  battle  of  Gaine's  Mill,  and  marched  directly 
through  the  town  to  camp,  about  four  miles  beyond,  on 
the  York  road.  This  place  had  the  appearance  of  a  de- 
serted village,  or  county  court-house  on  a  wet  Sunday. 
The  streets  were  empty,  the  shops  closed,  and  no  one 
to  be  seen,  except  an  occasional  knot  of  men  or  boys 
at  the  street  corners  sullenly  scowling  upon  the  "  secesh" 
as  they  moved  steadily  by.  No  notice  was  taken  of 
these  few  persons  by  the  troops,  and  nothing  but  amuse- 
ment created  among  them  by  the  Union  spirit  exhib- 
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itecl  by  some  of  the  fair  Chambersburgeresses.  One 
young  lady  volunteered  to  deliver  us  a  spiey  address 
from  the  terraced  garden  of  one  of  the  prettiest  villa 
residences  in  the  north-eastern  end  of  the  town,  which 
was  responded  to  by  "  Dixie  "  from  one  of  our  bands. 

The  division  was  detained  three  or  four  days  at 
Chambersburg,  charged  with  the  destruction  of  the  rail- 
road depots,  workshops,  and  public  machinery.  No  pri- 
vate property  was  disturbed.  It  was  ordered  us  to  re- 
main until  relieved  by  Imboden's  command,  which  did 
not  occur  until  some  time  during  the  night  of  July  1st. 
On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  at  two  o'clock,  we  moved  on 
the  Gettysburg  road.  The  two  other  divisions  of  Long- 
street's  Corps  thus  had  twenty-four  hours'  start  of  us  on 
the  road.  We  pushed  on  as  fast  as  possible,  crossing  the 
South  Mountain,  viewing  with  silent  sorrow  the  destruc- 
tion of  Thad.  Steven's  iron  works,  not  knowing  how 
long  this  personal  injury  would  rankle  in  the  breast  of 
that  respectable  old  furnace,  and  accomplished  about 
twenty-three  miles  that  hot  day  by  two  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  men  were  parched  by  the  excessive  heat  and  the 
dust  of  the  road  when  they  were  halted  for  rest,  about 
three  miles  from  Gettysburg. 

On  this  march,  for  the  first  time  in  many  days,  we  en- 
countered' signs  of  hostility.  On  the  passage  of  the 
South  Mountain,  the  division  was  saluted  with  a  few  ran- 
dom shots  from  "  Bushwhackers  "  secreted  in  the  gorges 
on  the  crags  of  the  mountain  pass  ;  and  on  getting  to 
tlie  eastern  side  of  the  range,  we  first  heard  the  sound 
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of  heavy  jBring  in  front,  towards  Gettysburg.  This  was 
Hill's  Corps  attacking  the  enemy's  advance  at  Gettys- 
burg, The  officers  and  men  of  the  division  were  at  once 
anxious  to  get  on  to  wliei-e  the  battle  was  engaged. 
[God  knows,  those  brave  fellows  proved  that  fact  in  the 
alacrity  with  which  they  rushed  in  on  the  next  day]. 
Gen.  Pickett  rode  on  in  advance  of  his  division  to  com- 
municate with  Gen.  Longstreet,  who  had  signified  his 
desire  to  have  our  command  up  before  making  any  attack 
with  his  corps,  while  he  sent  me  to  report  to  Gen.  Lee 
on  the  battle-field  the  position  and  condition  of  the  di- 
vision ;  that  is,  that  the  men  were  then  weary  with  a 
twenty  mile  march,  but  that  with  two  hours'  rest,  they 
could  be  at  any  part  of  the  field  he  might  desire  to  use 
them.  Within  half  an  hour  I  reported  this  to  Gen,  Lee 
in  person.  His  reply  was  :  "  Tell  Gen.  Pickett  I  shall 
not  want  him  this  evening,  to  let  his  men  rest,  and  I 
will  send  him  Avord  when  I  want  them." 

Just  at  this  time  a  portion  of  A,  P,  Hill's  Corps,  R.  H. 
Anderson's  Division,  was  about  attacking  the  enemy, 
and  the  position  I  was  in  oifered  so  fair  a  view  of  the 
ground  that  I  stayed  awhile  to  witness,  from  a  respectful 
distance,  the  first  fight  I  had  ever  seen  as  a  spectator. 
On  other  occasions,  I  have  been  too  near  and  too  much  oc- 
cupied to  render  the  sight  either  instructive  or  agreeable. 

Returning  to  the  division,  and  delivering  Gen.  Lee's 
message  to  Gen.  Pickett,  we  turned  in  for  a  quiet 
night's  rest,  with  the  fairest  prospect  of  bloody  work 
in  the  morning. 
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We  had  all  learned  enough  before  this  time,  to  know 
that  when  our  old  war  chief  holds  you  back  in  one  place 
he  means  deadly  and  double  mischief  in  some  other. 

Meantime  Longstreet's  other  divisions,  McLaw's  and 
Hood's,  had  been  ramming  it  into  the  enemy's  left  all  the 
afternoon,  but  with  what  success  we  could  not  know. 
The  heavy  firing  continued  until  dark,  and  then  all  was 
quiet,  until  the  reveille  of  next  morning,  July  3d ;  that 
last  earthly  reveille,  and  final  trump  of  so  many  of  our 
noble  boys,  aroused  from  their  slumbei's,  and  put  our 
three  brigades  e7i  route  for  the  centre  of  the  battle-field 
of  the  third  day  at  Gettysburg. 
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Pickett's  men  at  Gettysburg. 

The  regular  order  of  march  on  that  day  happened  to 
be:  Kemper's  Brigade  first ;  Garnett's  second  ;  andArmi- 
stead's  last.  Starting  out,  from  our  night's  bivouac,  near 
the  stone  bridge  on  the  road  between  Cashtown  and 
Gettysburg,  just  a  little  before  daylight,  these  brigades 
moved  to  the  right  and  south-east  of  this  road,  and  by  a 
valley  whose  mouth  opens  just  opposite  the  Cemetery 
Hill  and  centre  of  the  enemy's  position,  we  reached  our 
line  of  battle  ground,  concealed  from  the  line  of  the 
enemy  by  a  range  of  hills  which  runs  parallel  to  Ceme- 
tery Ridge  and  nearly  equi-distant  between  the  two 
opposing  forces.  In  this  valley  a  halt  was  made,  and 
the  usual  inspection  of  arms  and  loading  for  action  per- 
fected. The  number  of  muskets  was  four  thousand 
four  hundred  and  eighty-one ;  and  the  aggregate  efl^ec- 
tive  strength,  about  forty-seven  hundred,  rank  and  file. 
Our  line  of  battle  was  then  formed,  immediately  facing 
the  enemy.  Coming  into  line  from  column,  right  in 
front,  Kemper's  Brigade  held  the  right,  Garnett's  on  his 
left,  and  Armistead's,  for  which  there  was  not  room  in 
extended  line  of  battle,  was  formed  immediately  in  rear 
of  the  others.  Fences  and  other  obstructions  in  front  of 
the   line  were   cleared   away,   and   the  command   only 
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waited  tlie  orders  of  tb.e  commander-in-chief  to  move 
forward.  This  formation  was  entirely  effected  by  about 
seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  screened  from  the 
observation  of  the  enemy  by  the  intervening  high 
gromid.  On  the  left  of  Pickett's  three  brigades  was 
Ileth's  Division,  then  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen.  Petti- 
grew,  Gen.  Heth  having  been  wounded  in  the  first  day's 
fight ;  and  somewhat  to  the  left  and  rear  of  Heth's,  was 
formed  Pender's  Division,  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen. 
Trimble.  The  disposition  of  troojis  being  thus  made, 
the  order  of  attack  was  to  have  been  thus  carried  out. 
Pickett's  three  brigades  were  to  advance  right  into  the 
very  teeth  of  the  enemy,  storming  his  position  on  the 
cemetery  heights,  bristling  with  artillery  and  infantry  ; 
and  the  other  two  divisions  were  to  move  simultaneously 
in  support,  charging  in  second  and  third  lines  of  battle. 

Wilcox's  Brigade,  which  had  been  engaged  with  the 
enemy  the  evening  before,  and  was  then  lying  about  two 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  our  line,  was  to  join  in  Avith 
Heth's  Division  as  it  passed. 

The  sti-ength  of  position  of  the  enemy  was  frightful  to 
look  at.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  it  carefully, 
before  the  attack  was  made,  which  few  others  had,  and 
in  this  way. 

The  left  of  Garnett's  Brigade  overlapped  a  little  the 
right  of  Pettigrew's  in  the  line  of  battle  front,  thus  pre- 
venting Armistead's  Brigade  from  coming  up  in  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  first  line.  While  forming  this  line,  Gen. 
Armistead  asked  me  to  inquire  of  Gen.  Pickett  whether 
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he  wished  him  to  push  out,  and  form  line  in  front  of  the 
right  of  Heth's  Division,  or  to  hold  his  jDosition  in  rear 
for  the  present.  Brave  old  Armistead  was  very  tena- 
cious of  place  to  the  front.  Not  seeing  Gen,  Pickett 
immediately,  and  anxious  to  satisfy  Gen.  Armistead,  I 
rode  up  to  Gen.  Longstreet,  whom  I  saw  with  Gen,  Lee, 
on  top  of  the  ridge  in  front  of  us,  making  a  close  recon- 
noissance  of  the  enemy's  position,  and  addressed  Gen. 
Armistead's  question  to  him.  The  great "  war-horse  "  of 
the  army,  or  as  he  was  more  familiarly  called,  "  Old  Peter," 
seemed  to  be  in  anything  but  a  pleasant  humor  at  the 
prospect  "  over  the  hill ;"  for  he  snorted  out,  rather 
sharply,  I  thought :  "  Gen.  Pickett  will  attend  to  that, 
sir."  Then,  as  I  was  going  off — thinking  perhaps,  in  his 
usual  kind-heartedness,  that  he  liad  unnecessarily  snubbed 
a  poor  sub, — he  said :  "  Never  mind,  colonel,  you  can  tell 
Gen,  Armistead  to  remain  where  he  is  for  the  present, 
and  he  can  make  up  his  distance  when  the  advance  is 
made."  And  this,  as  is  well  known,  Armistead  nobly 
did.  My  little  trespass  on  military  etiquette,  if  it 
brought  with  it  a  fair  reproof,  was  the  means  of  my  ob- 
taining a  first  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  position  of 
the  enemy,  and  truly  it  was  no  cheering  jDrospect. 

His  troops  seemed  to  be  heavily  massed  right  on  our 
only  point  of  attack.  Holding  an  advanced  front,  almost 
inaccessible  in  the  natural  difficulties  of  the  ground,  first 
by  a  line  of  skirmishers,  almost  as  heavy  as  a  single  line 
of  battle,  in  the  lower  ground ;  then  the  steep  acclivity 
of  the  "  Ridge  "  covered  with  two  tiers  of  artillery,  and 
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two  lines  of  infantry  supports.  These  had  to  be  passed 
over  before  reaching  the  crest  of  the  heights  where  his 
heavy  reserves  of  infantry  were  massed  in  double  col- 
umn. 

A  loose  stone-fence  or  wall,  common  in  the  country,  ran 
along  the  side  of  this  ridge,  offering  cover  and  protection 
to  his  infantry,  while  a  common  rail-fence  running  through 
the  bottom  land,  presented  an  obstacle  to  the  advance  of 
our  men.  From  the  crest  of  the  hill,  where  our  men  iirst 
became  exposed  to  the  direct  fire,  down  the  descent,  and 
up  to  the  enemy's  front  must  have  been,  I  should  think, 
half  a  mile,  at  least,  of  entirely  open  and  exposed  ground. 
Over  this  terrible  space,  within  canister  and  shrapnel 
range,  it  would  be  necessary  for  our  brave  and  devoted 
boys  to  go,  before  striking  the  foe  at  anything  like  close 
quarters.  Ah  !  it  looked — even  in  that  morning's  light, 
before  a  deadly  shot  had  been  fired,  before  a  drop  of 
blood  had  spotted  that  green  meadow,  which  was  so  soon 
to  be  soaked  with  bloody  carnage — like  an  open  guU 
apens  for  slaughter,  a  passage  to  the  valley  of  death  ;  and 
the  attacking  force,  like  a  truly  "  forlorn  hope "  on  an 
extensive  scale.  But  Gen.  Lee's  confidence  in  the  men 
he  had  reserved  for  this  desperate  work,  the  well-proved 
metal  of  these  veterans  of  many  a  hardly-won  field 
xmder  his  own  eye,  doubtless  had  satisfied  him,  even  at 
that  early  day,  that  "  Pickett's  Men  "  could  and  would 
"  carry  anything  they  are  put  against." 

The  day  was  clear  and  bright.  Nature,  at  least,  was 
all  smiling,  as  she  will  smile,  spite  of  the  existing  or  por- 
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tending  woes  of  mortals;  although  her  elements  had 
already  been  Avell  shaken  by  two  days  of  desultory 
fighting,  yet  the  serenity  of  this  morn  betokened  little 
of  the  fierce  conflict  of  passions,  and  deadly  strife  be- 
tween men  who  should  have  been  brethren  in  some  com- 
mon cause,  as  they  were  children  of  a  common  country. 
This  inauspicious  calm  but  preceded  the  most  terrible 
storm  of  battle.  After  the  formation  of  the  lines  of 
battle  on  the  Confederate  side,  the  whole  forenoon  was 
passed  in  comparative  inactivity.  The  Federal  line 
showed  its  teeth  in  grim  silence,  awaiting,  like  a  tiger  in 
his  lair,  the  approach  of  his  enemy,  still  strengthening 
and  concentrating  all  of  his  forces  for  the  death-grapple. 
The  Confederates  were  cheerful,  but  anxious  at  the 
delay.  They  were  restless  to  be  "  up,  and  at  'em ; " 
eager  to  have  what  they  knew  was  inevitably  before 
them  commenced  and  ended.  Both  sides  felt  that  this 
was  to  be  a  combat  acharne;  that  the  heavy  skirmish- 
ing was  over,  and  the  moment  of  the  grand  action 
well-nigh  arrived.  The  great  question  of  that  cam- 
paign, perhaps  of  the  whole  war,  was  hanging  on  the 
next  few  hours.  Success  or  defeat  to  either  side  would 
be  an  almost  final  blow  given  and  received.  Not  only 
the  superior  oflScers,  but  the  subordinates  and  the  men 
felt  this ;  and  the  attacking  jjarty,  at  least,  buoyant  in 
their  self-confidence,  and  appreciating  the  stern  neces- 
sity of  success,  wei-e  impatient  of  restraint.  It  is  said, 
that  to  the  condemned,  in  going  to  execution,  the  mo- 
ments fly.     To  the  good  soldier,  about  going  into  action, 


Pickett's  mkn.  95 

I  am  sure  the  moments  linger.  Let  us  not  dare  say,  that 
with  him,  either  individually  or  collectively,  it  is  that 
mythical  "  love  of  fighting,"  poetical,  but  fabulous ; 
but  rather,  that  it  is  the  nervous  anxiety  to  solve  the 
great  issue  as  speedily  as  possible,  without  stopping  to 
count  the  cost.  The  Macbeth  principle — "  'Twere  well  it 
were  done  quickly,"  holds  quite  as  good  in  heroic  action 
as  in  crime. 

Thus  then  the  tried  men  selected  for  this  desperate  as- 
sault, waited  in  ardor-cooling  inactivity,  to  rush  boldly 
into  victory  or  into  death.  Unhappily,  none  saw  the 
first ;  but  few  escaped  the  last. 

At  one  o'clock,  p.  m.,  a  single  gun  from  our  side  broke 
the  stillness  which  had  endured  for  hours  :  another  gun  ! 
It  was  the  preconcerted  signal  for  more  than  a  hundred 
pieces  of  artillery  to  belch  forth  their  charges  upon  the 
lines  of  the  enemy. 

There  is,  or  was,  on  the  crest  of  the  slope,  and  about 
two  hundred  yards  in  front  of  our  line  of  battle,  a  cer- 
tain peach-orchard,  which  has  been  often  mentioned  in 
a()counts  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg ;  and  attached  to 
that  peach-orchard  was  a  house,  with  a  well  of  the  cold- 
est, hardest  water  that  ever  sprung  out  of  limestone 
rock,  I  never  shall  forget  that  water.  Whether  it  is 
the  now  celebrated  "  Gettysburg  water,"  which  is  said  to 
cure  eveiy  ailment  that  human  flesh  and  blood  and 
bones  and  intestines  cherish  for  the  detriment  of  us  poor 
sinners,  I  know  not ;  but  I  shall  know,  if  ever  I  taste 
the  abominable  bottled  stuff.     It  was  so  hard,  you  could 
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hardly  drink  it,  by  itself;  and  it  would  hardly  amalga- 
mate with  Chambersburg  whiskey.  Perhaps  if  the  whis- 
key had  been  of  a  darker  color^  we  might  have  got  up  a 
miscegenation.  I  was  sitting  in  this  lieach-orchard,  with 
Gen.  Garnett  and  Gen.  Wilcox,  first  trying  a  piece  of 
cold  muttnn  which  Gen.  Wilcox  had  produced,  then 
trying  to  drink  the  hard  water;  and  then  accomplishing 
without  much  difficulty  a  little  pull  at  the  Chambersburg 
whiskey,  only  to  prevent  the  water  from  freezing  my 
whole  internal  economy,  and  petrifying  my  heart  of 
hearts,  when  this  first  signal-gun  broke  mysteriously 
upon  the  long  tedium  of  the  day.  Having  been  pre- 
viously informed  of  the  signal,  I  told  Gen.  Garnett  that 
we  had  better  be  getting  back  to  our  line,  as  the  work 
was  about  to  commence  in  earnest. 

We  had  scarcely  got  to  our  horses,  that  were  about 
twenty  yards  down  the  hill,  when  the  enemy  replied  with 
interest  to  our  artillery  salute.  Such  a  tornado  of  pro- 
jectiles it  has  seldom  been  the  fortune  or  misfortune  of 
any  one  to  see.  The  atmosphere  was  broken  by  the 
rushing  solid  shot,  and  shrieking  shell;  the  sky,  just  now 
so  bright,  was  at  the  same  moment  lux'id  with  flame  and 
murky  with  smoke.  The  sun  in  his  noontide  ray  was 
obscured  by  clouds  of  sulphurous  mist,  eclipsing  his 
light,  and  shadowing  the  earth  as  with  a  funeral  pall; 
while  through  this  sable  panoply,  ever  descending  and 
wrapping  this  field  of  blood  in  the  dai'kness  of  death, 
shot  the  fiery  fuses,  like  wild  meteors  of  a  heavenly 
wrath ;  hurtled  the  discordantly  screaming  shell,  bearing 
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mangled   death    and    mutilation   in   its   most    h\ 
form. 

The  enemy  had  the  exact  range  of  our  line  of  battle, 
and  just  overshooting  the  artillery  o^jposed  to  them,  as 
usual,  their  shot  and  shell  told  with  effect  upon  the  in- 
fantry, exposed  as  they  were  without  cover  of  any  sort. 
Here  was  a  situation  more  trying  than  the  quiet  inactiv- 
ity of  the  morning.  Many  of  the  men,  and  several  valu- 
able officers  were  killed  or  disabled  long  before  a  move- 
ment was  ordered :  but  the  line  remained  steadily  fixed. 
Our  artillery  continued  to  pour  in  a  telling  response  for 
about  two  hours,  when  the  enemy's  batteries  slackened 
their  fire.  Then  the  order  for  the  infantry  charge  was 
given,  and  the  men  sprung  to  their  feet  with  a  shout  of 
delight. 

Gen.  Pickett  led  his  brigades  straight  on  the  enemy's 
front ;  Kemper  and  Garnett  front,  and  Armistead, 
getting  up  into  line  at  a  run,  on  Garnett's  left.  The 
three  brigades  moved  across  this  field  of  death  and  glory 
as  steadily  as  a  battalion  forward  in  line  of  battle  upon 
drill.  The  three  brigade  commanders  were  conspicu- 
ously in  front  of  their  commands,  leading  and  cheering 
tliem  on.  The  enemy  again  opened  fresh  batteries,  at 
short  range,  which  had  been  reserved  for  this  moment, 
and  their  infantry  from  behind  their  sheltered  position 
poured  a  destructive  lire  of  musketry  right  into  the  faces 
of  the  men  as  they  rushed  up  to  their  breastworks.  The 
fire  of  a  battery,  or  one  or  two  guns  from  the  Round 
Top  also  enfiladed  our  line  of  advance.     But  there  was 
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no  such  tiling  as  resisting  successfully  this  first  assault. 
These  Virginia  boys  knew  nothing  of  repulse. 

Like  a  narrow  wedge  driven  into  a  solid  column  of 
oak,  they  soon  broke  through  the  outer  barriers  of  resist- 
ance, crushed  the  inner  rind  of  defence,  and  penetrated 
even  to  the  heart.  They  touched  the  vital  point,  they 
made  the  life-blood  flow.  They  stretched  out  a  hand  to 
grasp  a  victory  at  that  moment ;  but,  alas !  the  blood- 
red  hand  was  not  sufficiently  strong.  It  was  fierce  to 
seize,  but  too  feeble  to  retain.  The  nerve  and  spirit  to 
strike  was  there;  but  the  force  to  hold  was  impotent. 
"Where  then  should  have  been  Corse  and  Jenkins  ?  Oh  I 
for  those  four  thousand  veteran  and  brave  Virginians 
and  South  Carolinians,  led  on  by  the  tough  old  bull- 
terrier  Corse,  and  the  gallant,  ardent  Jenkins  ! 

With  them  we  might  have  held  on  to  the  grip.  Two 
lines  of  guns  had  been  already  taken,  two  lines  of 
infantry  had  been  driven  back,  or  run  over  in  this  head- 
long assault ;  but  the  enemy  still  had  a  dense  body  of 
reserve.  The  critical  moment  for  support  had  arrived  to 
this  little  band  of  so-far  victors.  Another  wedge  must 
be  driven  in,  another  sledge-hammer  mauling  given  to 
this  one,  or  the  sturdy  oak,  once  riven,  would  close  in  and 
crush  it.  At  last,  checked  in  front,  hemnu^d-in  on  all 
sides,  this  devoted  forty-five  hundred,  this  very  "foi'lorii 
hope,"  must  succumb  at  once,  or  tight  its  way  back  over 
this  desperately  conquered  ground.  Stubborn  holding 
on  was  death  ;  a  forced  retreat  Avas  equally  death  or  de- 
struction.    Where  then  were  their  supports?  where  were 
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those  two  lines  that  were  to  follow  up  this  glorious  burst 
of  valor  ?  Another,  alas  !  —the  second  and  third  places 
had  been  too  hot  for  tliem.  They  could  not  come  up  in 
the  face  of  that  withering  storm.  They  did  not  reach 
the  first  line  of  the  enemy.  Midway  they  wavered,  and 
from  midway  they  fell  back  in  disorder.  Every  elibrt 
was  made  to  rally  them,  but  to  no  purpose. 

And  thus  this  day's  fight,  so  brilliantly  begun  for  the 
Confederates,  so  important  in  the  history  of  the  war,  so 
crushing  in  its  effects  to  the  whole  army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  was  ended.  Yes,  practically  ended.  For  the 
rest  was  but  the  getting  out  of  a  bad  scrape  in  the  best 
manner  possible ;  and  there  was  no  best  about  it. 

Let  it  be  understood  that  it  is  far  from  my  purpose  to 
cast  unqualified  censure  upon  those  troops  who  failed  to 
secure  for  us  so  much  as  had  been  hardly  and  gloriously 
won  ;  much  less  is  this  designed  as  a  glorification  of  one 
set  of  troops  at  the  expense  of  another.  I  am  recording 
the  final  discomfiture  of  Pickett's  Men  at  Gettysburg, 
after  their  well-known  charge — and  I  state  simply  the 
fact,  that  these  other  troops  were  ordered  to  support 
them,  which,  I  believe,  it  is  quite  as  well  known  they 
did  not.  These  troops  had  behaved  most  gallantly  on 
other  occasions,  and  have  done  so  since.  They  had  been 
already  seriously  engaged  on  the  two  days  previous,  and 
had  lost  many  valuable  ofiicers,  in  whom  the  men  had 
confidence  and  were  accustomed  to  follow.  Gen.  Hefli 
had  been  wounded,  and  the  command  of  his  division  had 
fallen   upon  Brig.-Gen.   Pettigrcw,  a  most  gallant  and 
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competent  commander,  but  comparatively  unknown  out 
of  his  own  brigade — which  was  an  untried  one  at  best. 
In  like  manner,  Gen.  Pender  being  mortally  wounded, 
his  division  was  for  the  time  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen. 
Trimble,  a  gallant  and  excellent  oflScer,  who  lost  a  leg 
and  was  taken  prisoner  in  this  very  day's  fight.  These 
two  divisions  then,  much  reduced  in  sti'ensrth,  ffoinff  into 
a  third  day's  fight  without  their  accustomed  officers,  com- 
manders, or  regimental  and  company,  labored  under 
every  disadvantage.  Apart  from  all  other  causes,  how- 
ever, this  direct  assault  of  the  heights  of  Cemetery 
Ridge,  was  quite  enough  in  itself  to  turn  the  stomach  of 
many  a  brave  man. 

But  to  return  to  Pickett's  Men,  from  this  digression 
made  in  simple  justice  to  their  intended  allies.  Failing 
this  support,  and  unable  to  stand  the  pressure  from  the 
front  and  upon  both  flanks,  they  had  got  too  far  in  to 
make  anything  like  a  successful  retreat.  The  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  the  enemy  now  having  in  reality  no  one  else 
to  contend  with,  soon  closed  in  from  every  point  upon 
the  insignificant  few,  and  poured  in  a  direct  as  well  as 
cross-fires  upon  them.  Their  attention  to  this  part  of  the 
work  was  little  distracted  by  any  further  hostile  demon- 
strations, for  it  was  only  a  duty  of  destruction  or  capture 
on  the  one  side,  and  saicve  qui  peut  on  the  other.  As 
may  be  readily  inferred,  this  was  the  point  at  which  our 
lofs  was  most  severe.  In  the  attack  it  was  heavy,  but 
unheeded ;  in  the  retreat  it  became  terrible.  Several 
batteries  of  the  enemy  again  opened,  especially  the  one 
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from  the  Round  Top,  which  had  enfiladed  us  througliout. 
Hundreds  wei'e  slain  in  attempting  to  recross  the  plain, 
who  had  escaped  the  thickest  of  the  melee ;  and  the 
major  part  of  the  command  were  too  far  advanced  to 
escape  capture.  The  scattered  few  who  succeeded  in 
regaining  the  original  line  of  the  morning,  were  mostly 
without  arms,  wounded,  and  exhausted.  An  eftbrt  was 
made  by  Gen.  Lee  to  rally  the  remnant  for  a  renewed 
attack,  but  there  could  scarcely  a  good-sized  regiment 
have  been  collected,  and  no  field  officer  to  command  it. 
The  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  follow  up  this  discom- 
fiture. Although  successfully  repulsing  us,  he  had  been 
too  much  harassed  to  desire  any  more  fighting.  Our 
dead  and  wounded  lay  between  the  lines,  and  the  enemy's 
sharp-shooters  fii-ed  upon  our  litter-bearei's  whenever  an 
attempt  was  made  to  bring  off  the  wounded.  Many 
were  brought  in  after  dark,  but  we  were  still  in  ignorance 
of  the  actual  fate  and  condition  of  the  great  majority  of 
our  officers  and  men  until  many  days  after.  The  sun  that 
had  risen  so  brightly  upon  our  confident  hopes,  buoyant 
in  anticipation  of  victory,  set  in  sullen,  angry  sadness 
upon  that  field  of  carnage,  where  our  bravest  and  best 
lay  weltering  in  their  gore  and  glory ;  where  our  cup  of 
bitterness  was  filled  to  the  overflowing,  and  where  our 
resources  were  so  crippled,  that  we  never — no,  never — 
recovered  from  the  blow.  The  whole  army  occupied  its 
position  the  greater  portion  of  the  next  day,  July  4th, 
and  on  the  evening  of  that  day  commenced  its  retreat 
towards  the  Potomac.     Our  general  loss  must  have  been 
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lieavy,  though  by  no  means  proportionate  to  Pickett's 
command. 

Performing  the  melanclioly  duty  of  ascertaining  the 
j)rohal>le  loss  and  present  eifective  strength  of  the  divis- 
ion, on  the  morning  of  July  4th,  we  could  not  report  an 
aggregate  of  one  thousand  muskets  ;  and  this  after  re- 
turning to  the  ranks  and  arming  all  of  the  cooks  and 
ambulance  men.  There  were  not  even  company  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers  enougli  left  to  make  formal 
morning  reports.  The  exact  number  of  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  missing,  as  subsequently  ascertained,  however, 
amounted  to  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  just  about  three-fourths  of  the  force  carried  into 
action.  What  of  these  were  killed  and  what  wounded, 
of  course  it  was  at  that  time  impossible  to  know.  Brig.- 
Gen.  Garnett  was  killed  instantly,  falling  dead  from  Ids 
horse.  lie  had  not  dismounted  during  the  action. 
Indeed  he  Avas  unable  to  walk,  from  the  effects  of  an 
accidental  injury  I'eceived  some  two  weeks  previous  ; 
and  even  until  the  day  of  battle,  had  been  unable  to  ride 
on  horseback,  but  had  been  travelling  with  the  troo^^s  in 
an  ambulance.  He  was  really  in  no  condition,  physically, 
to  have  been  upon  the  battle-field,  but  it  was  impossible 
to  dissuade  him  from  leadino-  his  briijade  on  that  frlori- 
ous  day.  Thus  he  voluntarily  met  a  noble  soldier's  and 
a  hero's  death.  Brig.-Gen.  Armistead  was  mortally 
wounded  at  the  head  of  his  command,  after  having 
jdanted  his  flag  upon  the  strong  position  of  the  enemy. 
He  fell  into  their  hands,  where  he  soon  after  died  of  his 
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wounds,  receiving  every  kindly  attention  at  the  hands  of 
his  former  companions-in-arms  of  the  United  States  Army. 
Brig-.-Gen.  Kemper  was  also  desperately  wounded,  Lut 
was  brought  off  the  field,  and  to  our  hospital,  where  he 
was  subsequently  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  the  hospi- 
tal at  Gettysburg.  He  was  supposed  to  be  mortally 
wounded,  but  after  a  long  time  recovered,  and  was  ex- 
changed. The  fate  of  these  two  last-named  ofticers  was 
for  a  long  time  in  doubt  with  us.  Poor  Armistead, 
than  whom  a  bettei",  braver  soul  never  ascended  to 
heaven,  breathed  his  last  at  Gettysburg ;  while  it  pleased 
a  Divine  Providence,  almost  against  all  hope,  to  preserve 
Kemper  for  further  service  in  a  cause  he  supported  so 
well.  While  in  his  precarious  condition  he  was  readily 
exchanged  for  Brig.-Gen.  Graham,  taken  prisoner  by  us 
at  Gettysburg.  This  was  the  fate  of  the  Brigade  Com- 
manders. Of  the  colonels  of  regiments,  seven  were 
killed  on  the  field :  Hodges,  Edmonds,  Magruder,  Wil- 
liams, Patton,  Allen,  and  Owens,  and  one,  Stuart,  was 
mortally  wounded.  Three  lieut.-cols.  were  killed  :  Cal- 
cott.  Wade,  and  Ellis.  Five  colonels,  Hunton,  Terry, 
Garnett,  Mayo,  and  Aylett  were  wounded  ;  and  three 
lieut.-cols.,  commanding  regiments,  Carrington,.  Otey, 
and  Richardson  were  wounded.  In  fine,  of  the  whole 
complement  of  field  officers  in  fifteen  regiments,  one  only 
escaped  unhurt.  This  was  Lieut.-Col.  Joseph  C.  Cabell, 
who  was  afterwards  killed  in  the  battle  of  Drewry's 
Farm,  May  16,  1864.  The  loss  of  company  officers  was 
quite  equal  in  proportion.     Thus  were  these  three  bri- 
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gades  deprived  at  one  fell  swoop  of  the  very  flower  of 
their  officers  and  men ;  a  loss  never  to  be  fully  repaired. 
For  more  reasons  therefore  than  one,  this  teriible  repulse 
at  Gettysburg  was  the  most  crushing  blow,  and  in  fact 
the  grand  turning-point  of  the  war.  Apply,  even  in 
diminished  ratio,  this  fearful  loss  of  the  best  material  to 
the  other  commands  of  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
and  you  at  once  reach  the  downhill  of  resistance. 

Not  that  this  descent  to  Avernus,  was  easy  ;  for  we 
had  yet  to  attain  the  Stygean  shades  of  subjugation  by 
a  most  rugged  jjath. 

That  4th  of  July  lowered  grimly  upon  our  shattered 
hopes  and  broken  fortunes.  Sad  and  disheai-tened,  we 
turned  our  backs  upon  our  unburied  dead  and  mutilated 
living,  uncared  for  by  the  hands,  but  truly  mourned  in 
the  hearts,  of  the  surviving  few.  Gen.  Lee  sent  more 
than  one  flag  of  truce  for  the  privilege  of  looking  after 
his  dead  and  wounded  lying  on  the  battle-field,  but  it 
■was  denied  him.  Evidently,  Gen.  Meade  was  not  in  a 
conciliatory  or  cheerful  state  of  mind,  upon  his  negative 
victory.  It  j^roved  subsequently  that  he  was  as  little  in 
mind  for  more  fighting  at  that  moment,  as  his  distin- 
guished adversary.  I  venture  to  say  that  though  the 
brow  of  either  chieftain  was  crowned  with  laurel,  the 
countenance  of  neither  was  "  wreathed  in  smiles"  on  that 
sad  morning.  If  Lee,  in  his  bruised  condition,  was  forced 
to  go,  Meade  was  in  no  condition  to  press  him. 

I  do  not   mean  to  borrow  from  general  history  the 
doubtful   statistics   of  losses    or   gains   at    Gettysburg. 
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Our  loss  was  more  than  sufficient  to  be  atoned  for  by 
any  amount  of  honor  and  glory.  If  Pickett's  Division 
were  not  for  the  time  being  reduced  to  the  proportions  of 
a  mere  "  Corporal's  Guard,"  it  was  at  once  degraded  to 
the  position  of  "  Provost  Guard  "  of  tlie  array  of  North- 
ern Virginia ;  doubtless  a  post  of  honor  we  had  merited 
from  being  so  badly  mauled.  Thirty-four  hundred  pris- 
oners of  war,  including  some  two  hundred  officers,  from 
a  Brigj.-Gen.  to  a  Brvt.  Second  Lieut. — too-ether  witli 
the  descriptive  rolls  and  paroles  of  about  twenty-five 
hundred  more,  taken  on  the  previous  days  and  released, 
were  turned  over  to  me  on  the  morning  of  July  4t]i, 
with  instructions  that  tlie  remnant  of  the  division  was  to 
guard  them  in  safety  through  the  enemy's  country,  and 
across  the  Potomac.  Gen.  Pickett  was  assigned  to  the 
temporary  command  of  Hood's  Division,  Gen.  Hood 
being  wounded  ;  but  at  Pickett's  request  this  transfer 
was  not  carried  out.  The  number  of  prisoners  was  in- 
creased to  upwards  of  four  thousand  before  arriving  at 
Williamsport.  These  prisoners  were  all  sanguine  of 
being  retaken  by  their  own  army  within  a  few  days ;  but 
this  hope  long  deferred,  and  the  prospect  of  a  long  march 
before  them,  induced  the  officers  to  ask  for  paroles. 
Having  obtained  the  sanction  of  Gen.  Lee,  I  paroled 
nearly  all  of  them  at  a  place  called  Monterey  Springs, 
and  gave  them  safeguards  to  return,  they  binding  them- 
selves in  the  parole,  that  if  it  were  not  duly  recognized 
by  their  Government,  to  render  themselves  prisoners  of 
war    at    Richmond.      But   this   arrangement    was   not 
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carried  out.  Not  being  permitted  to  release  them  at 
this  point,  I  was  required  to  march  them  on  with  tlie  rest 
of  the  prisoners.  During  the  day,  a  Col.  Tiklen,  I  think 
of  a  Maine  regiment,  who  was  probably  the  ranking 
officer  and  spokesman  of  them,  applied  to  me  to  cancel 
their  paroles,  as  the  main  object  in  getting  them  was  to 
avoid  a  long  and.  fatiguing  march.  This  I  immediately 
agreed  to,  as  in  good  faith  I  felt  bound  to  do,  and  the 
paroles  were  destroyed. 

Thus  we  moved  on  with  all  of  our  prisoners  to  Wil- 
liamsport,  where  we  found  the  Potomac  so  much  swollen, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  cross  them  over  to  the  Virginia 
side  for  several  days.  Here,  I  was  directed  to  transfer 
our  "charge  of  honor"  to  Gen.  Imboden,  who  was  to 
escort  them  to  Staunton.  If  it  were  with  any  reluctance 
individually  that  the  Inspector-General  was  forced  to  part 
with  this  agreeable  com2jany,  it  was  only  with  joy  that 
Pickett's  Men  gave  them  up,  and  embraced  the  chance 
of  getting  once  more  to  the  front,  with  their  more  favored 
companions-in-arms.  Here  too,  Gen.  Pickett  had  the 
gratification  of  receiving  for  his  command  the  following 
explanatory  and  complimentary  note  from  the  General 
commanding  the  army,  whose  special  commendation  was 
as  valuable  as  it  was  rare : 

Headquarters,  A.  N.  Va.,  July  9, 1863. 
[Official  Extract. 2 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  8th  has  been  received. 
It  was  with  reluctance  that  I  imposed  upon  your  gallant 
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division  the  duty  of  carrying  prisoners  to  Staunton.  I 
regretted  to  assign  tlieni  to  such  service  as  well  as  to  sep- 
arate them  from  the  army,  though  temporarily,  witli 
which  they  have  been  so  long  and  efficiently  associated. 
Though  small  in  numbers,  their  worth  is  not  diminished, 
and  I  had  supposed  that  the  division  itself  would  be  loth 
to  part  froiii  its  comrades,  at  a  time  when  the  presence 
of  every  man  is  so  essential.     .     .     . 

No  one  grieves  more  than  I  do  at  the  loss  suffered  by 
your  noble  division  in  the  recent  conflict,  or  honors  it 
more  for  its  bravery  and  gallantry.  It  will  afford  me 
hereafter  satisfaction,  when  an  opportunity  occurs,  to  do 
all  in  my  power  to  recruit  its  diminished  ranks,  and  to 
reorganize  it  in  the  most  efficient  manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  Lee,  General. 
Major-Gen.  G.  E.  Pickett,  commanding,  etc.,  etc. 

Forwarded  through  Lieut.-Gen.  Longstreet. 

C.  Marshaxl,  Major  and  A.  D.  C. 

This  letter  was  published  to  the  division  in  general 
orders,  and  received  with  heartfelt  satisfaction.  The 
troops  were  devoted  to  Gen.  Lee  in  weal  or  woe,  and 
always  felt  that  his  sympathy  and  his  praise  would  secure 
to  them  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  world. 

The  army  after  holding  the  enemy  in  check  at  Ilagei'S- 
town  for  several  days,  crossed  the  Potomac  into  Vir- 
gmia  at  "  Falling  Water,"  passed  through  Mai'tinsburg, 
and  went  into  camp  at  Bunker  Hill.     At  this  pointy  about 
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July  15tli,  Brig,-Geu.  Corse  reported  his  brigade  at  Win- 
chester and  ready  to  rejoin  the  division. 

As  the  army  was  moving  to  the  south  side  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  and  the  enemy  had  already  occupied,  with  their 
cavalry,  both  of  the  mountain  passes,  Snicker's  and 
Ashby's  Gaps,  instead  of  ordering  Gen.  Corse  up  to  the 
division,  he  was  directed  by  Gen.  Pickett  to  push  on, 
with  his  brigade  and  a  battery  of  artillery  sent  to  him  for 
that  purpose,  to  secure  the  passes  at  Manassas  and  Ches- 
ter Gaps,  which  he  accomplished,  after  some  heavy  skir- 
mishing, thus  affording  a  safe  passage  for  the  army 
into  Eastern  Virginia.  This  was  valuable  service ;  and 
although  this  brigade  had  been  deprived  of  participation 
in  the  Pennsylvania  campaign,  it  had  been  already  doing 
good  service  in  guarding  the  railroads  and  bridges  in 
front  of  Richmond. 

From  Bunker  Hill  I  was  dispatched  to  Richmond,  ia 
advance  of  the  army,  to  collect  and  retui-n  to  the  division 
all  of  the  exchanged  prisoners  and  convalescent  men 
belonging  to  it.  But  it  is  well  known  that  at  this  time 
there  were  no  exchanges  made ;  and  from  this  cause,  the 
three  brigades  so  lamentably  cut  up  at  Gettysburg  re- 
mained much  reduced  in  numbers  for  a  long  time.  In 
this  condition  the  division  was  moved  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Richmond  early  in  September  for  the  purpose  of 
recruiting  its  strength.  It  was  here  divided  by  order  of 
the  War  Department.  Keniper's  Brigade,  commanded 
by  Col.  W.  R.  Terry  (soon  after  Brig.-Gen.  of  this  brig- 
ade),  and  Garuett's,  commanded   by   Brig,-Gen.    Eppa 
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Hiinton,  were  stationed  at  Chaffiu's  Farm,  below  Rich- 
mond ;  Armistead's  (then  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen.  S.  M. 
Barton)  and  Corse's  sent  to  Petersburg.  Subsequently 
Terry's  Brigade  was  moved  to  Hanover  Junction,  and 
Corse's  went  to  Tennessee  with  Longstrcet's  Corps.  At 
this  time  Gen.  Pickett  was  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Department  of  North  Carolina.  Barton's  Brigade 
was  sent  to  Kinston,  N.  C.  Although  the  brigades  were 
thus  separated,  and  for  the  time  being  reported  to  dilFer- 
ent  general  commanders,  the  division  still  retained  its 
organization,  but  was  never  again  engaged  as  a  consoli- 
dated command  until  it  rejoined  the  army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  on  the  North  Anna  River,  in  May,  18G4. 

Corse's,  Terry's,  and  Barton's  Brigades  participated  in 
the  battle  at  Drewry's  Farm,  May  16,  1864,  acting  sepa- 
rately, and  each  behaving  with  distinguished  gallantry. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  KORTH  CAROLINA. 

Ik  September,  1863,  Gen.  Pickett  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Department  of  ISTorth  Carolina,  wliicli 
extended  geograpliically  from  the  Blackwater  River,  in 
Virginia,  to  the  Cape  Fear  Rivei*,  embracing  ail  the  At- 
lantic coast  between  them,  and  including  in  his  command 
all  of  the  troops  within  that  section. 

In  January,  1864,  Gen.  Pickett  proposed  and  organ- 
ized an  attack  upon  Newbern,  N".  C,  then  held,  as  most 
of  the  cities  and  towns  upon  the  seacoast  were,  by  the 
enemy. 

Pickett  had  at  this  time  quite  a  large  force  of  troops 
at  his  disposal  and  it  was  supposed  and  so  rejDorted  to 
him  that  Newbern  was  vulnerable  in  its  defences,  and  gar- 
risoned at  this  time  by  quite  an  inconsiderable  Federal 
force.  It  was  known  to  be  an  important  depot  of  stoi'es, 
and  promised  a  rich  booty  in  its  capture.  The  scheme 
of  attack  was  sufficiently  well  planned,  and  put  into  ope- 
ration February  1,  1864. 

Three  columns  of  attack  by  land  were  started  simulta- 
neously from  Kinston,  on  the  Neuse  River,  in  North 
Carolina.  Hoke's  and  Clingman's  North  Carolina  Bri- 
gades, and  a  portion  of  Corse's  Brigade,  with  a  battalion 
of  artillery  (Reid's  38th  Virginia),  all  under  the  immedi- 
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ate  command  of  Gen.  Pickett  in  person,  were  to  make  a 
demonstration  in  force  npon  the  front  of  Newborn  and 
npon  the  south  of  the  Neuse  River.  Brig. -Gen.  Dear- 
ing,  with  his  cavah-y  and  three  regiments  of  infantry, 
was  sent  to  threaten  an  attack  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Neusc.  Barton's  and  Terry's  Virginia,  and  Matt.  Ran- 
som's North  Carolina  Brigades,  with  a  small  force  of 
cavalry  and  artillery,  all  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Brig.-Gen.  Barton,  were  moved  on  the  Trent  road, 
along  the  Trent  River,  to  cut  and  destroy  the  railroad  to 
Morehead  city,  and  to  make  an  assault  upon  Newbern  on 
the  south  side,  so  soon  as  the  demonstration  of  the  col- 
umns of  Pickett  and  Dearing  should  attract  the  attention 
of  the  enemy  on  the  other  side.  Meanwhile,  a  naval 
force  in  small  boats,  under  the  command  of  Col.  R. 
Taylor  Wood,  was  to  move  down  the  Neuse  River  by 
night  and  make  a  simultaneous  attack  upon  the  enemy's 
gun-boats  lying  at  Newbern. 

Newbern  is  situated  on  the  point  of  the  peninsula 
formed  by  the  confluence  of  the  Neuse  and  Trent  Rivers, 
and  is  almost  entirely  surrounded  by  water.  The  land 
approach  is  only  by  two  roads,  and  these  lying  through 
a  swampy  and  almost  impassable  country.  The  railroad 
from  Newbern  to  Kinston  and  Goldsboro  also  passes 
through  these  marshes,  but  had  been  for  some  time  des- 
troyed. 

This  extended  plan  of  attack  thus  had  every  prospect 
of  complete  success.  Every  precaution  had  been  taken 
to  render  it  secret.     The  troops  did  not  move  from  Kin- 
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ston  until  after  night-fall,  so  as  to  make  their  appearance 
at  the  different  points  before  Newbern  only  about  day- 
light. 

The  start  made  was  a  very  good  one.  Bearing,  with 
his  small  force,  succeeded  in  attracting  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  to  the  point  opposite  to  that  of  intended  at- 
tack. 

The  expedition  of  boats,  under  Col.  Wood,  was  a  com- 
plete success.  Taking  their  enemy  by  surprise,  they 
boarded  and  captured,  after  some  severe  opposition,  a 
gun-boat  lying  under  the  guns  of  the  forts  on  either 
side  of  the  river. 

The  column  of  infantry  with  Gen.  Pickett  first  struck 
the  enemy's  outposts  at  Bachelor's  Creek,  about  seven 
miles  in  front  of  aSTewbern,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, captured  the  vidette  and  advanced  picket  without 
noise,  and  drove  in  the  i-eserve  picket,  across  Bachelor's 
Creek,  to  the  protection  of  a  small  block-house  fort  on 
the  bridge-head. 

The  bridge  had  been  constructed  with  loose  flooring 
planks,  and  the  guard  in  retiring  pulled  ofl"  the  planks 
after  them,  rendering  the  bridge  impassable.  The  stream 
is  narrow,  but  deep,  at  this  point,  not  fordable  even  in 
low  water. 

Thus  the  advance  of  our  troops  was  temporarily 
checked ;  and  this  insignificant  (in  point  of  numbers) 
bridge-guard,  made  a  fierce  resistance  from  their  little 
block-house,  for  two  or  three  hours,  against  a  whole 
brigade  of  infantry  and   battery  of  artillery.     True,  it 
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was  dark  and  nothing  could  be  seen  but  the  flashes  of 
our  guns,  and  their  death-dealing  rifles.  Our  actual  loss 
must  have  been  some  fifty  or  sixty  men,  while  not  one 
of  tliis  gallant  picket  guard  could  be  touched.  At  this 
point,  Col.  Shaw,  commanding  a  North  Carolina  regi- 
ment was  instantly  killed  by  a  random  shot,  although  he 
was  far  in  the  rear,  and  his  command  not  at  that  time 
engaged. 

This  mere  handful  of  men  succeeded  in  holding  us  in 
check  until  they  received  some  reinforcement  from  New- 
bern.  After  daylight,  Hoke's  Brigade  succeeded  in 
crossing  the  stream,  flanking  the  force  in  the  block-house, 
and  opening  a  way  for  us  towards  Newbern.  With 
some  little  opposition,  and  considerable  loss  to  the  enemy, 
we  drove  them  into  Newbern.  Meantime,  Corse's  Brig- 
ade had  crossed  Bachelor's  Creek  at  another  point,  cap- 
turing a  large  camp  of  the  enemy  on  the  railroad,  and 
driving  the  garrison  into  Newbern.  Thus  far  the  success 
had  been  to  a  marvel,  Newbern  was  fully  surprised  and 
frightened.  What  they  had  first  supposed  to  be  a  mere 
cavalry  raid,  looked  like  a  serious  attack. 

Then  we  anxiously  and  impatiently  awaited  the  actual 
attack  on  the  other  side,  expecting  then  to  rush  into 
Newbern  with  but  little  resistance.  We  had  already 
taken  all  of  the  out-works  on  our  side,  but  it  seems  that 
the  defences  on  the  other,  were  too  strong ;  and  no 
attack  was  made  by  Barton's  column.  Not  being  able 
to  understand  this  failure,  and  it  being  extremely  difii- 
cult  to  communicate  with  that  side,  on  account  of  the 
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intervening  marshy  ground,  Gen.  Pickett,  after  remain- 
ing the  whole  of  the  next  day  in  front  of  Newbern, 
retired  the  next  morning  towards  Kinston,  forced  to 
abandon  the  prize  of  Newbern,  when  it  was  ahnost 
within  his  grasp.  I  am  not  writing  a  personal  history ; 
but  Uncle  Tohy  says  :  "  They  swore  terribly  in  Flanders." 

This  Newbern  expedition,  although  a  failure  in  its 
grand  object,  was  by  no  means  unimportant  in  some  of 
its  fruits. 

We  captured  about  five  hundred  prisoners,  some  two 
hundred  horses,  and  a  great  deal  of  valuable  property, 
subsistence  stores,  clothing,  and  camp  equipage.  The 
most  valuable  capture,  however,  was  a  section  of  the  3d 
New  York  Artillery,  with  fine  horses  and  equipments, 
complete,  officers  and  men. 

One  of  the  outposts  of  Newbern  was  a  place  called 
"  Beech  Grove,"  a  soit  of  camp  of  instruction,  at  this 
time,  and  j)retty  well  defended  by  a  block-house  fort.  It 
was  garrisoned  by  about  two  or  three  hundred  infantry, 
and  this  section  of  artillery,  two  steel  rifled  guns.  This 
place  might  have  readily  escaped  our  observation  and 
capture,  not  being  on  our  road  of  approach  to  Newbern, 
if  we  had  not  fortunately  intercepted  a  courier  bearing  a 
dispatch  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post  to  Gen. 
Palmer,  then  commanding  at  Newbern.  This  dispati;h, 
asking  for  reinforcements,  declares  that  the  heroic  com- 
mandant will  hold  his  place  to  the  last  onaji^  iiide.ss  re- 
lieved sooner.  It  is  singular  how  difficult  in  warfare 
this  "last  man"  has  been  to  find  ;  t\\e  first  man  is  some- 
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times  the  great  trouble.  But  it  is  no  less  true,  that  this 
valiant  defender  fell  a  victim  to  his  big  deLermiiiatiou  in  a 
few  short  hours.  Gen.  Pickett,  upon  this  information  of 
the  existence  of  a  place  which  might  otherwise  have  re- 
mained hid  amongst  the  trees,  detached  two  regiments 
of  infantry,  the  30th  and  18th  Virginia,  with  sections  of 
artillery  from  Macon's  and  Stribling's  Batteries,  all  under 
tlie  command  of  Col,  Robei-t  S.  Chew,  of  the  30th  Vir- 
ginia ;  to  whom  the  fort  and  garrison  was  at  once  sur- 
rendered without  the  firing  of  a  gun. 

"  /Sic  transit  gloria  " — belli  !  It  is  not  always  the  cock 
that  crows  the  highest,  that  will  fight  the  best.  I  do  not 
recollect  the  name  and  title  of  this  Bombastes,  or  I  would 
furnish  it  to  history. 

There  was  many  a  poor  devil  in  his  command,  however, 
who  would  willingly  have  wrung  his  neck,  before  he  so 
speedily  lowered  his  colors.  There  was  a  mixture  of 
commands  of  various  kinds  included  within  this  surren- 
der :  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery.  Among  the  infantry 
was  included  a  small  portion  of  what  was  then  termed 
the  "2d  North  Carolina  Loyal  Regiment,"  composed 
almost  entirely  of  deserters  from  the  Confederate  Army. 
Now,  when  this  doughty  commandant^  who  was  going 
to  fight  to  the  bitter  end,  surrendered  at  discretion,  with- 
out even  a  shotted  salute,  he  did'nt  take  into  fair  con- 
sideration the  condition  of  these  poor  wretches ;  but 
after  the  flag  of  surrender,  he  warned  them  that  they 
could  not  expect  to  be  treated  as  "  prisoners  of  war,"  and 
both  allowed  and  advised  them  to  slip  off,  loith  their 
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arms,  iDending  the  capitulation.  This  they  succeeded  in 
doing;  but  subsequently  some  thirty-five  of  the  number 
were  recaptured,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  by  a  small 
scouting  party  of  the  30th  Regiment,  and  brought  in  as 
prisoners.  They  were  fully  equipped  in  the  uniform  of 
the  regular  United  States  Infantry;  and  at  first  sup- 
posed to  be  i-egular  recruits,  escaped  from  this  camp  of 
instruction. 

Here  it  will  be  necessary,  in  justice  to  Gen.  Pickett 
and  his  command,  to  detail  one  of  those  painful  episodes 
of  civil  war — always  to  be  regretted,  but  rendered  nec- 
essary by  the  circumstances — I  mean  the  trial  by  court- 
martial  and  execution  of  several  of  these  unfortunate  men. 

Especially,  as  this  matter  has  been  made  the  subject  of 
much  personal  animadversion  and  subsequent  investiga- 
tion, is  it  pertinent  and  proper  that  a  plain  statement  of 
the  facts  should  be  given  here. 

When  these  prisoners  were  first  brought  in,  their  true 
character  was  not  at  all  known.  They  were  all  newly 
clothed  in  the  regular  United  States  Infantry  uniform, 
and  had  all  the  appearance  of  regular  army  recruits. 
Of  course,  for  the  time  being,  they  were  treated  as  pris- 
oners of  war.  It  was  only  on  a  subsequent  day  when 
all  of  the  prisoners  taken  were  listed  properly,  prepara- 
tory to  their  being  sent  ofi"  to  Kinston,  N.  C,  that  sev 
eral  of  these  men  were  recognized  by  their  former  com- 
panions as  having  been  in  the  Confederate  Army,  and 
consequently  as  deserters.  Thus  taken  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  and  fighting  under  a  hostile  flag,  there  could  be  no 
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doubt  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  with  them.  They  were 
at  once  separated  from  the  prisoners  of  war  and  placed 
in  charge  of  the  provost  guard.  None  of  the  men  of 
this  2d  North  Carolina  Loyal  Regiment  who  were  not 
recognized  as  deserters  were  disturbed;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, were  treated  as  p;*isoners  of  wai\  Until  the  ar- 
rival of  the  command  at  Kinston,  only  three  had  already 
been  fully  recognized  as  deserters ;  and  a  majority  of 
them  Avould  certainly  have  escaped  a  just  punishment 
but  for  the  dastardly  and  miserable  denunciations  of 
their  own  comrades  in  guilt.  Every  chance  was  given 
them  to  elude  conviction,  and  they  were  ojDenly  warned 
to  confess  nothing.  But,  unhappily,  the  wretches  who 
were  well  known,  not  only  as  deserters,  but  as  the  worst 
of  marauders  and  depredators  upon  the  borders,  after 
their  desertion,  had  no  idea  of  suffering  alone.  They 
pointed  out,  from  the  ranks  of  prisoners  of  war,  many 
who  would  otherwise  have  escaped  detection  ;  and  one 
or  more  of  them  even  volunteered  prosecuting  evi- 
dence before  the  court-martial  that  subsequently  tried 
them.  One  of  these  wa-etches  was  a  sergeant,  had  his 
company  roster  in  his  pocket,  and  actually  designated 
the  deserters  upon  it  by  name,  and  picked  them  out  for 
the  provost  marshal,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  this  fel- 
low's cruel  villainy  availed  him  nothing.  He  was  the 
last  one  tried  by  the  court,  after  testifying  against  his 
companions,  and  one  of  the  first  hung  after  his  convic- 
tion. He  had  felicitated  himself  throughout,  that  his 
treacherous  state's  evidence  would  save  him. 
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The  court-martial  convened  for  the  trial  of  these  men 
was  as  fair  and  impartial  a  court  as  ever  sat.  Composed 
of  seven  of  the  most  intelligent  and  humane  officers  in 
the  service:  four  field  officers  and  three  captains,  with  a 
judge-advocate  of  talent  and  kindness  of  heart,  these 
unfortunate  and  misguided  wretches  could  have  suffered 
nothing  for  want  of  justice  or  mercy.  Tried  by  the 
rules  of  United  States  courts-martial  as  they  were,  and 
under  the  articles  of  war,  identical  in  effect  with  those  of 
the  United  States,  most  of  them  could  have  no  chance. 
It  was  flagrant  desertion  from  one  army  and  subse- 
quent enlistment  in  another.  Wherever  there  could  be 
any  mitigation  of  the  offence,  it  was  allowed  by  the 
court  in  their  favor,  and  every  defence  urged  for  them. 

I  would  not  speak  from  recollection  of  the  particular 
sentences  of  the  court,  but  in  several  cases  I  am  sure 
tlie  extreme  condemnation  to  death  was  not  made  where 
any  sufficient  palliating  circumstances  could  be  shown. 
Two  musicians,  for  instance,  drummers,  were  sentenced 
to  "  hard  labor"  only.  One  sergeant,  who  had  been  in 
the  Confederate  service — but  who  had  been  suspected, 
and  confined  in  prison  for  some  time — escaped  and  then 
enlisted  with  the  enemy,  was  acquitted  and  discharged 
on  that  statement  of  facts.  Another,  who  it  was  shown 
was  a  conscript,  was  discharged  on  that  ground.  And 
thus,  wherever  mercy  could  temper  justice  the  court  was 
glad  to  extend  it. 

There  was  quite  a  clamor  made  about  this  sad  tragedy, 
at  the  time.     A  spirited  correspondence  passed  between 
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Gen.  Pickett  and  Gen.  Butler  :  strong  talk  of  reprisal, 
and  the  lex  tallonis :  and  subsequently  the  two  govern- 
ments got  at  it.  It  was  simply  an  error  ever  to  have 
supposed  it  anything  but  a  fair  trial,  and  execution  by 
law,  of  our  own  men,  enlisted  volunteers  as  they  were, 
for  the  worst  sort  of  desertion  to  the  enemy,  and  being 
found  fighting  in  their  ranks. 

Ever  since  the  close  of  the  war,  some  effort  has  been 
made  to  hold  Gen.  Pickett  personally  responsible  for 
the  death  of  these  men.  He  liad  no  more  to  do  with  it, 
than  as  Commanding-General  of  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina  to  convene  the  court,  and  to  confirm  the  sen- 
tence passed  by  it.  In  point  of  fact,  Gen.  Pickett  was 
not  present  at  Kinston  when  the  court  sat  or  found  its 
sentences  ;  but  at  Weldon,  to  which  point  the  findings 
of  the  court  were  sent  to  him  for  approval  or  disap- 
proval. But  this  is  not  material.  I  have  thought 
proper,  and  endeavored,  to  give  here  a  plain  statement  of 
facts  alone,  for  the  benefit  of  subsequent  history,  and  for 
all  concerned.  I  wish  to  state  further,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  same  parties,  that  it  has  been  the  opinion  of  many 
good  men,  both  during  and  since  the  war,  that  if  such 
a  just  and  salutary  example  had  been  offered  both 
earlier  and  oftener  it  would  have  been  far  better  for 
the  cause  and  for  the  men  who  supported  it. 

Such  examples  are  always  painful ;  but  it  is  as  neces- 
sary for  discipline  and  safety  that  cowards  and  ti'aitors 
should  die  in  the  cold  blood  of  felons  as  that  brave  men 
should  be  sacrificed  for  honor  in  the  warm  blood  of  glory. 
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There  was  anotlier  absurd  story  afloat  after  this  New- 
bern  expedition,  which  caused  some  official  correspond- 
ence, to  which  it  may  be  as  well  to  give  the  lie  in  pass- 
ing. It  was  chai-ged  that  we  had  killed  in  cold  blood 
some  negro  Union  soldier  or  soldiers  in  consequence  of 
the  shooting  of  Col.  Shaw,  of  a  North  Carolina  regiment. 
Now,  Col.  Shaw  was  killed  by  a  random  ball,  some  dis- 
tance in  rear  of  where  a  skirmish  was  going  on  at  Bach- 
elor's Creek,  and  before  his  regiment  was  engaged.  It 
was  never  known,  of  course,  by  whom  he  was  shot,  nor 
were  there  any  negro  troops  engaged  with  us  at  Newbern 
that  I  know  of,  nor  were  any  taken  prisoners.  Yet  a 
flourish  of  empty  horns  was  blown  over  this  fabrication. 
No  prisoners  taken  by  Pickett's  command,  who  were  en- 
titled to  recognition  as  prisoners  of  war,  were  ever 
treated  in  any  other  manner  than  according  to  the 
amenities  of  civilized  warfare. 

After  the  affair  of  Newbern,  the  three  brigades  of 
Pickett's  Division,  Barton's,  Corse's,  and  Terry's  (Hun- 
ton's  was  still  retained  around  defences  of  Richmond), 
remained  in  North  Carolina  until  May,  1864,  participat- 
ing meanwhile  in  the  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

Gen.  Pickett  was  to  have  commanded  this  expedition 
in  person,  but  upon  the  point  of  proceeding  from  his 
headquarters  at  Petersburg  for  that  purpose,  he  was 
directed  by  dispatch  from  the  War  Department  to  give 
the  command  to  Brig.-Gen.  Hoke.  Hoke's,  Terry's,  and 
Ransom's  Brigades  constituted  the  force. 
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butler's   campaign   on  the   JAMES. 

The  department  of  North  Carolina,  commanded  by 
Gen.  Pickett,  his  headquarters  being  at  Petersburg  as 
has  been  already  said,  comprised  tliat  portion  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina  lying  between  James  River  on  the 
north,  and  Cape  Fear  River  on  the  south,  extending  on 
the  east  to  the  enemy's  lines  around  Suffolk,  and  to  the 
Blackwater  and  Chowan  Rivers. 

This  was  an  extended  and  important  command,  but 
very  ineffectively  protected  as  far  as  the  defence  on  the 
tide-water  and  approaches  towards  Petersburg. 

As  early  as  November,  1863,  Gen.  Pickett  having 
learned  from  his  scouts  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to 
make  an  expedition  up  James  River  and  against  Peters- 
burg, at  once  conveyed  this  information  to  the  War 
Department  by  letter,  and  begged  for  a  sufficiency  of 
troops  to  meet  such  an  attack,  and  ui'ged  the  immediate 
necessity  of  fortifying  and  obstructing  the  lower  James 
River.  He  then  went  to  Richmond  in  person,  and  with 
Gen.  Elzey,  then  commanding  the  defences  of  Richmond, 
had  an  interview  with  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the 
Navy,  representing  again  the  unprotected  condition  of 
his  lines,  and  the  almost  certainty  that  the  enemy  would 
take  speedy  advantage  of  it.     In  answer  to  this,  it  was 
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promised  that  he  should  have  what  reinforcement  of 
troops  could  possibly  be  sent  liim  :  that  a  gun-boat  should 
be  stationed  in  James  River  at  Fort  Powhattan,  a  sort  of 
incomplete  earthwork  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river, 
and  that  the  river  below  should  be  further  obstructed- 
by  torpedoes.  Finding,  however,  that  these  promises 
were  not  being  kept,  and  that  literally  nothing  was  being 
done  in  that  direction  by  the  department,  Gen.  Pickett 
wrote  to  Gen.  Lee,  then  with  the  army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia on  the  Rapidan,  and  sent  his  letter  by  a  special 
courier,  stating  the  same  facts  that  he  had  laid  before  the 
department,  and  the  extreme  peril  of  the  delay  which 
was  being  practised  by  them. 

Gen.  Lee  at  once  wrote  to  Pickett  directing  him  to 
communicate  with  Gen.  Beauregard,  who  was  then  com- 
manding about  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Gen.  Pickett  did  so  immediately,  and  met  Gen.  Beau- 
regard in  person  at  Weklon,  N.  C.,  where  he  showed  him 
Gen,  Lee's  letter,  and  laid  before  him  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  things,  the  inadequacy  of  any  force  he  (Pickett) 
had  to  repel  an  atta'k,  and  the  pressing  necessity  of  pre- 
paring for  it. 

Gen.  Beauregard  agreed  to  the  propriety  of  all  this  in 
a  moment,  and  promised  to  reinforce  l*ickett  as  speedily 
as  possible  with  whatever  troops  he  could  spare.  Just 
about  this  time,  however,  the  expedition  to  Plymouth 
Avas  put  on  foot;  much  valuable  time  was  wasted,  and 
the  troops  which  should  have  been  ordered  at  once  to 
Petersburg  were  kept  in  North  Carolina  doing  little  or 
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nothing,  while  Pickett  was  left  in  Petersburg  with  merely 
a  handful  of  men.  Gen.  Beauregard  is  in  no  way  re- 
sponsible for  this.  He  had  no  control  over  these  troops ; 
and  I  have  understood  strongly  urged  their  being  has- 
tened to  Petersburg  to  support  Pickett. 

About  May  1,  1864,  Gen.  Beauregard  was  assigned  the 
command  of  the  Department  of  jSTorth  Carolina,  and  Gen. 
Pickett  consequently  relieved,  and  ordered  to  report  to 
the  army  of  Xorthern  Virginia.  Gen.  Beauregard  sent 
on  his  chief  engineer,  Col.  D.  B.  Harris,  and  inspector- 
general.  Major  Giles  T.  Cooke,  but  was  preventerl  by 
sickness  from  coming  on  immediately  himself. 

On  May  5th,  the  attack  of  Avhich  Pickett  had  so  often 
and  long  before  warned  the  War  Department  was  made. 
Gen.  Butler,  with  a  force  in  all  of  about  thirty  thousand 
men,  commenced  his  movement  against  Petersburg  and 
Richmond,  by  the  south  side  of  James  River,  w^hich  was 
intended  as  a  co-operation  with  Gen.  Grant's  army  mov- 
ing from  the  Rapidan  directly  on  Richmond  from  the 
north.  Butler's  main  force  ascended  James  River  in 
transports,  protected  by  a  large  fleet  of  gun-boats,  with- 
out opposition,  and  effected  a  landing  and  debarkation  at 
City  Point  and  Bermuda  Hundreds,  the  point  of  the 
peninsula  between  the  James  and  Appomattox  Rivers. 
Meantime  a  division  of  his  cavalry  moved  from  Suffolk 
directly  towards  Petersburg  and  on  the  lines  of  the 
Blackwater.  Although  this  move,  for  a  long  time  antic- 
ipated by  us  at  Petersburg,  and,  as  I  have  said,  fre- 
quently reported  upon  by   Gen.  Pickett,  was,  if  not  a 
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complete  surpi'ise,  entirely  unprovided  for  by  the  gov- 
ernment. Gen.  Pickett  had,  all  told,  at  Petersburg,  one 
regiment  of  infantiy,  of  Clingman's  North  Carolina 
Brigade,  and  a  few  pieces  of  artillery.  On  the  Black- 
water  line  there  was  a  portion  of  Clingman's  Brigade 
and  one  regiment  of  infantry  (the  29th  Virginia)  with 
one  battery  of  artillery  and  a  few  cavalry.  /.  The  very 
day  of  Butler's  advance,  I  had  gone  down  from  Peters- 
burg to  inspect,  with  Gen.  Beauregard's  inspector-gen- 
eral, the  lines  of  defence  and  troops  on  the  Blackwater. 
At  Ivor  station  on  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  road,  I 
learned  that  the  signals  on  James  River  were  telegraph- 
ing the  passage  of  Butler's  fleet  and  transports.  I  hur- 
ried back  in  the  train  to  Petersburg,  and  confirmed  the 
information  to  Gen.  Pickett,  already  signalled. 

In  strict  conformity  to  his  orders,  Gen.  Pickett  was  not 
then  in  command  at  Petersburg  ;  but  under  the  circum- 
stances he  would  not  leave  until  the  arrival  of  Gen. 
Beauregard.  He  instantly  made  every  available  disposi- 
tion for  the  defence  of  Petersburg  with  the  mere  handful 
of  men  at  his  command.  The  only  infantry  regiment 
was  moved  out  in  front  of  the  works  on  the  City  Point 
road,  and  the  artillery  placed  in  the  works  at  that  point ; 
I  think  about  twelve  pieces  in  all.  The  citizens  and 
militia  of  every  sort  and  condition  were  trotted  out  in 
the  direction  of  the  enemy,  at  least.  The  small  force  on 
the  Blackwater  was  ordered  back  immediately,  and  with 
about  six  hundred  tolerably  effective  men  we  awaited  the 
approach  of  Gen.  Butler's  thousands. 
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On  the  next  day,  May  6th,  we  received  the  first  in- 
stalment of  troops  from  the  south.  A  portion  of  Hay- 
good's  South  Carolina  Brigade  (and  only  a  portion  of  it) 
arrived ;  and  although  Gen.  Pickett  was  telegraphed 
to  send  them  directly  on  to  Richmond,  he  took  the  re- 
sponsibility of  detaining  them  at  Port  Walthall  Junction, 
about  six  miles  on  the  railroad  between  Petersburg  and 
Richmond,  where  they  had  a  pretty  severe  skirmish  with 
Butler's  advance  column,  and  succeeded  in  keeping  him 
off  from  the  railroad  or  breaking  the  connection  between 
Petersburg  and  Richmond.  It  was  all-important  that 
this  connection  should  be  kept  open,  for  the  whole  of 
Beauregard's  army  Avas  still  south  of  Petersburg,  and 
on  its  way  towards  the  defence  of  Richmond  on  tlie 
south  side.  In  this  we  succeeded,  and  only  by  the 
timely  intervention  of  this  little  gallant  force  of  Hay- 
good.  Meanwhile  Kautz's  Cavalry  Division  had  worked 
its  way  around  in  rear  and  to  the  south  of  Petersburg, 
and  attempted  to  intercept  Beauregard's  troops  on  the 
Weldon  Railroad.  This  caused  some  delay  in  the  trans- 
poi'tation  of  these  troops,  but  was  no  success.  The 
following  day  a  portion  of  Wise's  Virginia  Brigade 
arrived  in  Petersbui-g,  and  were  sent  out  on  the  line 
towards  City  Point.  For  the  first  time  we  began  to 
breathe  a  little  free  of  immediate  apprehension,  when  the 
troops  from  the  south  were  coming  slowly  in.  Three 
brigades  of  our  own  division  were  dropping  into  Peters- 
burg as  fast  as  the  "  snail  expi'ess  "  would  bring  them, 

About   this   time   Gen.    Beauretjard   arrived   and   as- 
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sumed  command,  relieving  Gen.  Pickett.  Assured  of  the 
immediate  safety  of  Petersburg,  Gen.  Beauregard  moved 
on  with  most  of  his  force  towards  Richmond  and  Drew- 
ry's  Bluff,  on  James  River,  leaving  Gen.  Whiting  in 
command  at  Petersburg. 

On  May  16th,  Gen.  Beauregard,  with  his  comparatively 
small  force,  attacked  Butler  on  his  right  and  centre,  and 
drove  him  down  towards  Bermuda  Hundreds  with  heavy 
loss.  Barton's,  Corse's,  and  Terry's  Brigades  were  hand- 
somely engaged  in  this  action,  their  loss  being  consider- 
able. Col.  Joseph  C.  Cabell,  of  the  38th  Virginia,  the 
only  field  officer  of  Pickett's  Division  who  came  out  of 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg  unhurt,  was  killed  here,  and  also 
Lieut.-Col.  Hambrick,  of  the  24th  Virginia;  and  Major 
Robert  H.  Simpson,  of  the  iVth  Virginia,  was  mortally 
wounded. 

On  the  loth,  Gen.  Whiting,  who  had  been  left  in  Pe- 
tersburg, received  orders  from  Gen.  Bragg,  of  the  War 
Department  in  Richmond,  to  withdraw  his  whole  force 
from  that  city,  and  move  by  a  roundabout  road,  far  in 
rear  of  the  battle-field  of  Drewry's  Farm,  so  as  to  get 
into  the  defences  of  Richmond  from  the  rear.  I  know 
this  positively,  for  I  was  tempoi'arily  serving  on  Gen. 
Whiting's  staff  at  the  time,  and  the  order  of  march  for 
the  next  day  was  issued  in  conformity  to  Bragg's  direc- 
tions, and  Whiting  was  much  dissatisfied  and  chagrined 
at  being  obliged  to  abandon  Petersburg  thus  entirely 
unprotected.  But  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  Whi- 
ting received  an  order  from  Gen.  Beauregard,  brought 
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by  Col.  Logan,  countermanding  Bragg's  order,  and  di- 
recting him  to  move  at  daylight  directly  towards  Drcw- 
ry's  and  strike  Butler  on  his  left,  thus  co-operating  with 
bis  own  attack.  "Whiting  did  cross  the  Appomattox 
River,  at  daylight,  and  moved  some  distance  on  the  road 
towards  Drewi-y's,  but  for  some  unaccountable  reason 
fell  back  upon  Petersburg  without  striking  a  material 
blow  on  Butler's  force.  Had  he  jjressed  on  in  conformity 
with  Beauregard's  order,  no  doubt  the  conjoined  attack 
would  have  resulted  in  the  total  destruction  or  defeat  of 
Butler's  army,  and  we  should  have  had  this  "  Bottle  Imp  " 
of  Gen.  Grant  in  a  much  more  serious  position  than  being 
"  corked  up." 

It  is  not  pretended  to  make  any  defence  of  Gen. 
Whiting's  action,  or  xcay^t  of  action,  but  he  subsequently 
atoned  for  any  weakness  in  a  hero's  death  ;  and  I  do  know 
that  on  the  night  before  he  expressed  every  desire  to 
carry  out  Gen.  Beauregard's  order,  and  a  determination 
to  fight  it  out  too. 

After  their  success  at  Drowry's,  our  three  brigades 
were  joined  in  Richmond  by  Hunton's  Brigade,  and  the 
old  division,  once  more  recruited,  reported  to  Gen.  Lee, 
in  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia,  at  Hanover  Junction, 
on  May  25th,  after  an  absence  from  that  army  of  more 
than  eight  months.  Brig.-Gen.  Burkett  D.  Fry  had 
been  temporarily  assigned  to  the  command  of  Barton's 
Brigade,  but  commanded  it  for  only  a  short  time,  being 
returned  to  his  own  brigade.  It  may  be  mentioned  here, 
that  this  brigade  was  from  that  time  commanded  by  Col. 
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William  R.  Aylett,  of  the  53d  Virginia,  until  Brig.-Geu. 
Geo.  H.  Stewart,  of  Maryland,  was  assigned  to  it,  in  the 
autumn  of  1864.  Of  course,  when  the  division  made  its 
appearance  in  the  army  of  IS^orthern  Virginia  it  was  im- 
mediately "  shoved  to  the  front "  and  opposed  to  Gen. 
Grant's  army  in  its  attempt  to  cross  the  North  Anna 
River.  The  front  it  continued  to  occupy  around  the 
whole  line  of  defence  between  the  Pamunkey  and  Chick- 
ahominy,  with  various  heavy  and  light  skirmishes, 
Hunton's  Brigade  occupied  successfully  a  most  exposed 
position  near  its  old  battle-ground  of  Gaine's  Mill,  Here, 
Capt.  Cliarles  F.  Linthicuin,  the  adjutant  general  of  this 
brigade,  was  killed,  and  Lieut.  John  S.  Jones,  aide-de- 
camp, was  severely  wounded.  Both  of  these  were  gal- 
lant and  deserving  officers,  and  had  served  with  the  bri- 
gade since  1862. 

Capt.  Campbell  G.  Lawson,  of  the  15th  Virginia,  a 
brave  and  valuable  officer,  was  also  so  severely  wounded, 
while  commanding  the  division  line  of  skirmishers  near 
Cold  Hax-bor,  that  he  was  rendered  unfit  for  active 
service  during  the  rest  of  the  war.  And  thus  we  faced 
Gen.  Grant  and  his  continual  "  hammering  away"  down 
to  Malvern  Hills.  Here  he  "  fooled  "  us  right  smai-tly 
with  "  demonstrations,"  and  quietly  slipped  across  James 
River. 

But  we  were  destined  to  have  another  crack  at  Butler, 
who  had  feebly  popped  his  cork  for  another  fizzle  at  that 
railroad  he  ought  to  have  destroyed  but  didn't. 
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clay's   house    LETTER. 

While  Gen.  Lee,  with  his  army,  had  been  confronting 
Gen.  Grant  on  the  north  side,  Gen.  Beauregard,  with  a 
small  force,  had  been  holding  Butler  in  check  on  the 
south  side  of  James  River.  His  entrenched  line  extended 
from  Howlet's  house,  on  James  River,  to  Fort  Clifton,  on 
the  Appomattox,  below  Petersburg.  There  was  but  a 
small  force  in  the  defences  of  Petersburg  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Appomattox.  Apprised  of  Gen.  Grant's 
crossing  to  the  south  side  of  James  River  below  City- 
Point,  Gen.  Beauregard  felt  the  urgent  necessity  of 
abandoning  his  position,  in  order  to  defend  Petersburg 
on  the  south  of  the  Appomattox,  and  sent  messages  to 
Gen.  Lee  to  that  effect.  Not  being  relieved  by  any 
portion  of  Gen.  Lee's  army  in  time,  he  was  forced  to 
leave  these  intrenchments  at  an  early  hour  of  May  16th, 
and  Gen.  Butler  walked  into  them  without  opposition, 
and  Succeeded  in  reaching  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg 
Railroad,  which  was  unprotected.  He  set  to  woi'k  destroy- 
ing the  track,  but  had  done  but  little  damage  to  it  when 
he  was  run  off  by  the  advance  of  Pickett's  Division.  At 
daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  Hun  ton's  Brigade 
6* 
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was  started  off  in  advance  from  Malvern  Hill,  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  rest  of  Longstreet's  Corps. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  while  this  column 
was  moving  along  the  Petersburg  turnpike,  and  about 
ten  miles  from  Petersburg,  Gen.  R.  H.  Anderson,  then 
commanding  the  corps,  and  Gen.  Pickett,  with  his  staff", 
who  were  riding  along  quietly  some  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
advance  of  the  column,  were  ambushed  and  fired  upon 
by  a  portion  of  Butler's  troops,  Hunton's  Brigade  was 
hurried  up,  and,  soon  followed  by  the  other  brigades, 
succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  back  towards  Bermuda 
Hundreds.  They  made  some  endeavor  to  hold  the  line 
recently  given  up  by  Beauregard,  but  Pickett's  Men  were 
not  to  be  "  stopped."  It  seems  tliat  Gen.  Lee  had  not  in- 
tended this  attack  to  be  carried  to  such  an  extent,  but 
was  very  well  satisfied  with  the  result.  The  whole  of 
Beauregard's  line  was  retaken  and  held  by  Pickett's 
Division  from  that  time  until  nearly  the  close  of  the  war. 

I  must  insert  here  Gen.  Lee's  complimentary  notice  of 
this  action,  from  which  is  extracted  the  "  text  "  upon 
which  I  have  ventured  to  write  : 

Clay's  House,  5)4  p-  m-,  17th  June,  1864. 
Lieut.-Gen.  R.  H.  Anderson,  commanding  Longstreet's 
Corps. 
General:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you 
my  congratulations  upon  the  conduct  of  the  men  of  ycur 
corps.  I  believe  that  they  will  carry  anything  they  are 
put  against.     We  tried  very  hard  to  stop  Pickett'.s  Men 
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from   capturing    the    breastworks    of    the   enemy,   but 
could'nt  do  it.     I  liopc  his  loss  has  been  small. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  Lee,  General. 
Official :  G.  M.  Sorrel,  LLeut.-Col.,  A.  A.  Gen. 
For  Major-Gen.  G.  E.  Pickett,  commanding  division. 

This  line  of  breastworks,  important  as  the  main  line 
of  defence  between  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  and  op- 
posing any  advance  of  the  enemy  upon  the  peninsula  of 
Bermuda  Hundreds,  was  improved  and  strengthened, 
and  occupied  by  this  division  until  March,  1864,  when  it 
was  relieved  by  Mahone's  Division,  and  sent  off  to  meet 
Sheridan's  cavalry  raid  upon  the  upper  James  River  and 
around  Richmond.  In  this  exercise  of  the  legs  rather 
than  arms,  fruitlessly  endeavoring  to  overtake  or  inter- 
cept Sheridan,  the  division  was  occupied  until  started  oil 
the  last  grand  move  of  the  war. 

While  lying  in  winter-quarters,  in  1864,  the  division 
was  recruited  in  strength,  principally  by  conscripts,  to 
something  upwards  of  five  thousand  effective  men  ;  but 
owing  to  various  causes,  loss  in  skirmishes,  absence  from 
sickness,  etc.,  its  strength  about  the  latter  part  of  March, 
1865,  was  little  over  four  thousand. 

During  a  period  of  the  winter,  1864,  and  spring,  1865, 
Corse's  Brigade  was  detached  on  the  north  side  of 
James  River  in  the  trenches  near  Fort  Harrison. 

In  the  autumn,  1864,  Brig.-Gen.  George  H.  Stewart,  of 
Maryland,  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade 
first  known  as  Armistead's  and  after  as  Barton's  Brigade, 
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Lsr  approaching  this  part  of  my  subject,  so  important 
to  the  reputation  of  the  particular  command  I  have  un- 
dertaken to  represent,  I  must  do  so  with  extreme  care ; 
inasmuch  as  my  account,  as  an  eye-witness,  and,  from  my 
official  position,  necessarily  informed  as  to  all  wliich  con- 
cerned the  command,  must  differ  materially  and  in  many 
important  points  from  that  of  the  historians  who  have 
heretofore  given  their  own  versions  of  the  closing  scenes 
of  the  war.  I  refer  especially  to  the  disaster  of  Five 
Forks,  and  the  retreat  from  that  point  to  Appomattox 
Court-House. 

A  criticism  of  the  works  of  these  gentlemen  would  be 
no  part  of  my  duty,  but  that  simple  justice  requires  that 
I  should  correct — first,  an  error  into  which  they  have 
fallen  as  to  the  strength  of  the  Confederate  force  at  Five 
Forks ;  and  secondly,  an  egregious  slander  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  Confederate  troops  there  engaged,  published 
by  one  of  these  writers. 

Mr.  Swinton,  in  his  very  valuable  work,  heretofore  re- 
ferred to,  "  The  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  states  that  a 
portion  of  the  divisions  of  Bushrod  Johnson  and  Pickett 
were  withdrawn  from  the  lines  at  Petersburg  and  sent 
on  the  right  to  Five  Forks ;  and  giving  thereafter  the 
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results  of  that  eugagement,  says  that  upwards  of  live 
thousand  prisoners  were  there  captured;  thus  leavuig 
the  inference  that  the  Confederate  force  at  that  point 
was  much  stronger  than  it  really  was.  The  capture  of 
"  over  five  thousand  prisoners "  would  have  included 
nearly  the  whole  command,  "  horse,  foot,  and  dragoons ; " 
or,  in  other  words,  all  the  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery 
upon  that  field,  as  I  shall  hereafter  show  in  as  correct 
and  liberal  an  estimate  of  our  force,  there  isolated  and 
engaged,  as  from  the  material  in  my  possession  I  can 
now  make. 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Swinton  gives  these  Confeder- 
ate troops  credit  for  the  most  determined  valor  and  resist- 
ance to  an  attack  of  much  superior  force,  surrounded 
front,  flank,  and  rear.  It  is  reserved  for  a  Mr.  McCabe, 
who  has  published  a  book  entitled  the  "  Life  and  Cam- 
paigns of  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee"  (a  work,  no  doubt,  of  consid- 
erable circulation,  iipon  its  title  alone),  although  taking 
his  statistics  and  accounts  of  battles  almost  entirely  from 
Mr,  Swinton's  book,  to  depart  widely  from  that  usually 
reliable  and  impartial  author  in  his  version  of  the  con- 
duct pf  the  Confederate  troops  at  Five  Forks. 

He  says  that  "  over  five  tliousand  men  threw  down 
their  arms  and  surrendered,  while  the  rest  fled  westward 
from  Five  Forks,  utterly  demoralized,  and  hotly  pursued 
by  the  Federal  cavalry  until  long  after  niglitfall  ;  "  and 
that  Gen.  Lee  indignantly  "  witnessed  this  disgraceful 
conduct  of  his  troops." 

It  might  not  be  worth  while  to  notice  this  foolish  and 
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slanderous  attack  upon  tlicse  "  Jiien  of  Gettysburg ;  " 
upon  these  veteran  soldiers  of  many  battle-fields,  whom 
Gen.  Lee  himself  "  delighted  to  honor,"  but  that  this 
unhappily  constructed  or  "  reconstructed  "  historian  pre- 
tends to  quote  and  italicise  Gen.  Lee's  own  words  upon 
a  battle-field,  where,  unfortunately  for  the  veracity  of 
his  biographer,  Gen.  Lee  never  was.   • 

This  Mr.  McCabe  has  been  already  sufficiently  used  up, 
and,  I  might  say,  more  than  sufficiently  abused  up  and 
down,  by  more  than  one  resj)ectable  review  of  his  book. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  anything  hard  of  him  ^  but  I  do, 
this  much,  of  his  volunteer  work :  That  a  chronicler  of 
important  events  should  be  very  certain  as  to  the  truth 
of  his  (would-be)  historical  statements — especially  when 
they  ai'e  made  to  bear  so  hardly  upon  a  respectable  body 
of  men  and  brave  soldiers.  Where  he  got  his  false  in- 
formation I  do  not  know ;  but  I  do  know  from  whom  he 
might  readily  have  obtained  a  true  account  of  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  at  Five  Forks;  from  his  cousin, 
Capt.  Gordon  McCabe,  adjutant  of  Col.  Willie  Pegram, 
who  was  present,  and  fighting  gallantly  by  the  side  of 
the  noble  Pegram  when  he  was  killed. 

Be  sure  I  do  not  mean  to  quote  here  the  whole  of  this 
gross  slander,  both  upon  Gen.  Lee  and  upon  bis  officers 
and  men.  The  sooner  it  be  forgotten,  if  ever  seen,  the 
better.  For  those  cui'ious  of  fable,  however,  on  pages 
602  and  603  of  "McCabe's  Life  of  Lee"  may  be  found 
about  twenty  consecutive  lines  of  utter  misstatement  of 
facts.     And  now,  with  this  preliminary,  I  will  return  to 
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the  text.  Henceforth  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  nolice  a 
few  discrepancies  of  time  and  place  which  occur  in  the 
accounts  heretofore  published  of  these  final  events,  but 
proceed  in  my  unvarnished  tale  and  trust  it  to  be  taken 
for  what  it  may  be  worth. 

On  March  29,  1865,  the  two  brigades  of  Pickett  (then 
bivouacked  at  Swift  Creek),  Corse's  and  Terry's,  received 
orders  from  Gen.  Lee  to  move  to  the  right  of  Petersburg. 
Stewart's  Brigade  Avas  already  in  the  trenches  west  of 
Petersburg,  and  Hunton's  still  with  Longstreet  on  the 
north  of  James  River. 

The  movement  of  these  brigades  was  concealed  as 
well  as  possible  from  the  enemy,  although  in  taking  out 
Stewart's  Brigade  from  the  lines,  it  vv^as  impossible  to 
]>revent  the  enemy  from  observing  it  from  tlie  lookout 
stations  on  their  lines.  Getting  beyond  Petersburg,  these 
three  brigades  were  transported  by  the  South  Side  Rail- 
road to  Sutherland's  station,  ten  miles  west  of  Peters- 
burg, and  thence  moved  to  Sutherland's  Tavei-n,  on  the 
Cox  Road.  Gen.  Fitz  Lee's  Division  of  cavalry  had 
preceded  the  infantry,  and  at  this  point  communicated 
with  Gen.  Pickett.  During  the  night  Gen.  Pickett  re- 
ceived orders  from  Gen.  R,  H.  Anderson,  and  moved 
his  brigades  by  a  cross  road,  and  over  Hatcher's  Run,  to 
the  extreme  right  of  the  Confederate  lines,  arriving  there 
at  daylight  on  the  30th.  It  rained  heavily  all  this  night 
of  the  29th,  and  the  roads  and  streams  were  almost  im- 
passable. 

About  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  Gen.  Lee  arrived  upon  the 
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right  of  tlie  Hue,  and  a  considerable  paio-too?c)  was  held 
among  the  chiefs.  Gen.  Heth,  I  think,  proposed  to  at- 
tack the  enemy  in  front  with  his  division,  to  be  sup- 
ported by  Pickett.  Finally,  however,  it  was  determined 
by  Gen.  Lee  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  enemy's  right 
flank,  moving  around  by  Five  Forks  towards  Dinwiddle 
Court-House.  For  this  purpose  he  detached  the  three 
brigades  of  Pickett,  and  two  brigades,  Wallace's  and 
Matt.  Ransom's,  both  not  equal  in  numbers  to  one  good 
brigade,  and  six  rifled  pieces  of  artillery,  commanded  by 
Col.  Willie  Pegrara. 

A  message  from  Gen.  Fitz  Lee,  received  at  this  time, 
stated  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  in  force  at  Five 
Forks  and  had  driven  in  his  pickets.  He  sent  in  at  the 
same  time  a  captain  of  Sheridan's  cavalry,  captured  near 
Five  Forks,  who,  uj^on  examination,  gave  the  informa- 
tion tliat  the  whole  of  the  Federal  cavalry,  an^ounting  to 
about  fifteen  thousand,  supported  by  a  heavy  infantry 
force,  was  at  or  near  Dinwiddle  Court-House. 

I  do  not  think  Gen.  Lee  credited  this  statement,  but 
he  immediately  sent  orders  to  Gen.  Fitz  Lee  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  whole  of  the  cavalry ;  that  is,  the  divisions 
of  Fitz  Lee,  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  and  a  small  sprinkling  of 
Rosser's  Division,  and  "  go  in  "  upon  the  calvary  at  Five 
Forks.  Gen.  Pickett  was  then  pushed  on,  with  his  small 
force  of  infantry  and  artillery,  to  support  this  movement 
and  take  command  of  the  whole  force. 

The  plan  of  operations  was  supposed  to  be  this :  On 
the  morning  of  the  31st,  Pickett  was  to  press  the  enemy 
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upon  Dinwiddie  Coui-t-House,  and  as  far  down  upon  the 
front  of  our  line  as  possible.  At  the  same  time  Gen.  R.  II. 
Anderson  was  to  attack,  in  front,  and  thus  by  the  double 
operation  to  endeavor  to  break  the  Federal  left.  Be- 
tween the  right  of  our  line  and  Five  Forks,  the  enemy's 
cavalry  were  found  in  strong  observation.  We  had  no 
sooner  started  than  they  commenced  a  lively  attack  upon 
our  small  wagon-train  in  the  rear,  and  kept  up  this  an- 
noyance to  Five  Forks.  The  cavalry  in  the  meantime 
had  a  heavy  skirmish  at  that  point,  but,  upon  our  arrival, 
two  regiments  of  infantry  were  thrown  out  and  soon 
drove  the  enemy's  cavalry  oil",  we  occupying  Five  Forks 
that  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  we  moved  on  towards  Din- 
widdie Court-House.  Gen.  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  cavalry  pre- 
ceded the  infantry  column  on  the  direct  road  to  a  cross- 
ing of  Chamberlayne's  Creek,  while  Fitz  Lee's  Division, 
commanded  by  Brig.-Gen.  Thomas  Munford,  moved  by 
an  intermediate  road  in  the  same  direction.  W.  H.  F. 
Lee's  Division  struck  the  enemy  at  a  fork  of  Cliambcr- 
layne's  Creek,  and  had  quite  a  brilliant  engagement  before 
succeeding  in  effecting  a  crossing.  *  Higher  ujj  on  the 
same  creek,  the  infantry,  Terry's  Brigade  in  advance, 
forced  a  crossing,  and  from  this  time,  early  in  the  after- 


*  This  was  in  effect  one  of  the  most  severe  cavalry  fights  of  the  war. 
Gen.  W.  H.  F.  Lee  was  directed  to  force  a  crossing  at  this  point,  immedi- 
ately in  face  of  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  having  all  the  advantage 
of  position,  with  a  deep  stream  of  water  in  front.  His  loss  was  ter- 
rible. Out  of  fifteen  hundred  mounted  men,  he  had  about  five  hundred 
put  hors  du  combat  on  the  field. 
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noon,  until  after  dark,  we  continued  to  drive  the  enemy 
back  to  Dinwiddie  Court-IIouse. 

After  the  brisk  fighting  was  over,  Gen.  Pickett,  having 
ascertained  by  his  scouts  that  there  really  was  a  heavy 
infantry  support  to  Sheridan's  cavalry  at  Dinwiddle 
Court-House,  felt  it  necessary  to  withdraw  his  small 
force,  and  started  back  towards  Five  Forks  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  AjDril  1st.  He  sent  a  courier 
at  once  to  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee,  who  was  on  the  lines  about 
Petersburg,  acquainting  him  of  the  success  of  the  day, 
and  of  his  forced  determination  to  withdraw  from  the 
front  of  Dinwiddle  Court-House  durino;  that  night. 

We  reached  Five  Forks,  and  halted  there  early  the 
next  day,  without  other  difficulty  than  a  fatiguing  march 
at  night  over  bad  roads.  Sheridan  did  not  follow  up 
until  morning,  and  thus  we  had  some  few  hours'  start  of 
him. 

While  lying  at  Five  Forks,  Gen,  Pickett  received  an 
answer  to  his  despatch  to  Gen.  Lee,  in  which  Gen.  Lee, 
after  expressing  his  regret  that  Pickett  had  not  been 
able  to  hold  his  advantage  at  Dinwiddle  Court-House, 
directs  him  to  hold  Five  Forks  at  all  hazards,  and  to  pre- 
vent, if  possible,  the  enemy  from  striking  the  South  Side 
Railroad. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  peremptory  order.  Gen.  Pick- 
ett immediately  formed  his  line  of  battle  upon  the  White 
Oak  road,  at  right  angles  to  and  across  the  Ford  road, 
which  leads  directly  across  the  South  Side  Railroad,  at 
about  two  miles  distance  from  Five  Forks,  and  put  his 
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men  to  throwing  up  a  temporary  breastwork.  Pine 
trees  were  felled,  a  ditch  dug,  and  the  earth  thrown  up 
behind  the  logs. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  "  important  chain  of 
works  protecting  Five  Forks,"  and  Sheridan  driving  the 
Confederates  out  of  two  "  lines  of  defence,"  into  their 
"  works  at  Five  Forks."  I  positively  aver  that  I  never 
saw  at,  or  "  protecting "  Five  Forks,  any  other  works 
than  this  shallow  ditch,  and  loose  fence  of  pine  logs, 
hastily  thrown  up,  in  about  three  hours'  time.  Five 
Forks  was  not  a  point  to  be  protected,  except  by  a  very 
large  force  of  troops,  and  by  positive  fighting.  Situated 
in  a  flat,  thickly-wooded  country,  Five  Forks,  as  its  name 
indicates,  is  simply  a  crossing,  at  nearly  right-angles,  of 
two  county  roads,  and  the  deflection  of  a  third  road, 
bisecting  one  of  those  angles.  A  line  of  battle,  upon  the 
White  Oak  road,  short  as  four  small  brigades  front  must 
be,  can  readily  be  turned  on  either  flank  by  a  larger  at- 
tacking force. 

This  was  the  disposition  of  Pickett's  force :  Matt. 
Ransom's  and  Wallace's  Brigades,  acting  as  one,  and 
numbering  less  than  a  thousand,  on  the  left ;  Stewart's 
Brigade  next  on  the  right,  extending  to  the  forks  of 
the  roads,  and  numbering  about  one  thousand ;  then 
Corse's  Brigade,  eleven  hundred;  and  finally,  Terry's 
Brigade,  eight  hundred  strong,  supporting  Corse,  on  the 
right  of  the  line.  The  six  rifled  pieces  of  artillery  were 
placed  along  this  line  at  wide  intervals.  Fitz  Lee's  cav- 
alry was  ordered  into  position  on  the  left  flank,  and  W. 
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II.  F.  Lee's  on  the  right;  McCausland's  and  Dearing's 
Brigades  of  cavahy,  both  very  small,  were  all,  I  believe, 
of  Rosser's  Division  present,  allhough  they  did  good 
service,  as  did  Gen.  Rosser  personally,  acting  with  the 
rest  of  the  cavalry  up  to  the  end  of  the  war.  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  now  exactly  the  strength  of  the 
cavalry  present,  but  I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  it 
did  not  exceed  twenty-five  hundred  men,  all  told.  And 
this  was  the  comparatively  trifling  force,  say  six  thou- 
sand men,  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  included, 
with  which  Pickett  had  to  meet  the  cavalry  of  Sheridan 
(numbering  in  itself  about  twice  as  many  as  Pickett's 
whole  command)  with  the  infantry  corps  of  Warren 
to  back  him.  I  certainly  do  not  intend  to  misstate  the 
strength  of  the  Confederate  force  in  this  action ;  indeed, 
as  regards  Pickett's  three  brigades,  I  have  been  liberal, 
taking  their  strength  even  before  the  affair  of  the  31st, 
the  day  before,  in  which  both  Corse's  and  Terry's  Bri- 
gades met  with  considerable  loss.  We  had  no  means  of 
obtaining  any  correct  returns  of  the  casualties,  and  hence 
the  difficulty  of  stating  exactly  the  force  engaged. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Sheridan  made  a 
heavy  demonstration  and  attack  with  his  cavalry  in 
front,  while  he  threatened  also  the  right  flank,  but  was 
repelled  along  the  whole  line.  Meantime,  Warren's 
Corps  had  SAvept  ai'ound  to  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the 
infantiy  line,  driving  Fitz  Lee's  cavalry  before  them,  and 
attacking  both  Ransom  and  Stewart  behind  their  breast- 
works.    These  men,  although  thus  taken  at  disadvantage, 
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fought  nobly.  Adopting  the  language  of  Mr.  Swinton, 
fio  different  from  McCabe's  sorry  slander,  we  admit  that : 
"  The  Confedei'ates  were  now  completely  entrapped. 
Held  as  in  a  vice  by  the  cavalry,  which  enveloped  their 
whole  front  and  right,  stung  them  with  a  biting  fire,  and 
charged  at  the  signal  of  the  musketry  of  the  infantry, 
they  now  found  a  line  of  battle  sweeping  down  upon 
their  rear.  Thus  placed  they  did  all  that  men  may. 
Forming  front,  both  north  and  south,  they  met  with  a 
desperate  valor  this  double  onset." 

In  lieu  of  giving  my  own  detailed  account  of  this  terrible 
disaster,  I  insert  here  Gen,  Pickett's  official  report,*  made 
after  the  surrender  of  the  army  at  Appomattox  Court- 
House,  in  compliance  with  a  request  of  Gen.  Lee  : 

Headquarters.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
April  10,  1865. 

General:  Gen.  Lee  wishes  you  to  make  at  once  a 
short  report  of  the  operations  of  your  command  from  the 
time  of  the  recent  attack  of  the  enemy  near  Petersburg 
to  the  present.  He  desires  you  also  to  call  upon  the 
commanders  of  the  divisions  which  were  assigned  to  you 
since  the  recent  operations  commenced,  for  reports  em- 
bracing their  operations  between  the  time  of  the  attack 
above  referred  to  and  the  time  of  their  assignment  to 
your  command. 

*  I  believe  that  the  rough  estimate  of  the  troops  in  his  command, 
made  by  him  at  eight  thousand  in  this  report,  is  much  too  great ;  and 
upon  subsequent  reflection  he  is  satisfied  of  it  himself.  But  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  no  serious  moment,  at  best. 
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He  wishes  to  have  these  before  the  army  is  dispersed 
that  he  may  have  some  data  upon  which  to  base  his 
own  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  W.  H.  Taylor,  A.  A.  G. 

Official :  Latrobe,  A.  A.  G. 
Major-Gen.  G.  E.  Pickett,  commanding,  etc. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the 
29th  of  March,  a  telegram  from  headquarters  A.  N.  Va. 
was  received  at  my  headquarters,  at  Swift  Creek,  order- 
ing me  to  proceed  with  two  brigades  at  that  point 
(Corse's  and  Terry's),  to  cross  the  Appomattox  and  take 
the  cars  on  the  South  Side  road  for  Sutherland's  Station, 
Stuart's  Brigade,  then  in  position  in  front  of  Petersburo-, 
to  join  me  en  route.  Hiinton's  Brigade  was  at  this  time  on 
the  north  side  of  the  James.  Accordingly  the  column 
was  put  in  motion,  the  three  brigades  reaching  Suther- 
land's about  nine,  p.  m.  Shortly  afterwards  came  an  order 
from  Lieut.-Gen,  Anderson,  to  come  on  to  the  White  Oak 
road  and  take  position  on  the  right  of  Major-Gen.  Bush- 
rod  Johnson's  Division,  Tliis  was  done,  by  daybreak, 
through  a  drenching  rain,  the  three  brigades  extending 
some  distance  up  the  road.  The  commander-in-chief  about 
twelve,  M.,  in  the  day,  ordered  me  to  move  on  Avith  my 
three  brigades,  and  two  brigades  under  command  of 
Brig.-Gen.  M.  Ransom  (his  own  and  Wallace's),  and  a 
battery  of  artillery  under  Col.  Pegram,  to  the  Five  Forks, 
where  Major-Gen.  Fitz  Lee  was  with  his  division  of  cav- 
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airy,  and  at  which  point  Major-Gens.  Wra.  H.  F.  Lee 
and  Rosser  were  to  join  him  with  their  divisions.  The 
march  was  necessarily  slow,  on  account  of  the  continual 
skirmishing  with  tlie  enemy's  cavalry,  both  in  front  and 
flank.  The  enemy  at  one  time  charged  in  on  the  wagon- 
train,  but  were  driven  oif  by  Ransom.  In  front  we  had 
to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  the  way  nearly  the  whole  dis- 
tance until  we  joined  Fitz  Lee  at  the  Five  Forks  about 
sunset.  I  learned  then  that  part  of  the  ordnance-train 
had  been  turned  back,  it  was  said  by  orders  from  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. Gen.  Ransom  had  his  ordnance  wagons, 
and  on  these  we  had  to  depend  for  supplying  the  whole 
command  in  the  engagements  which  followed.  I  was 
about  to  push  on  towards  Dinwiddle  Court-House,  when, 
upon  consultation  with  Gen.  Fitz  Lee  (the  other  cavalry 
not  having  joined  him,  and  as  it  was  nearly  dark,  the 
men  much  in  need  of  rest,  having  been  marching  nearly 
continuously  for  eighteen  hours)  I  determined  to  throw  out 
merely  a  couple  of  brigades,  on  the  Court-House  road, 
so  as  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a  respectable  distance  during 
the  night.  This  was  done,  Corse  and  Terry  advancing 
some  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  driving  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry; who,  however,  being  dismounted  and. armed  with 
the  repeating  rifle,  made  quite  a  stout  little  fight.  It 
rained  throughout  the  night,  and  up  to  about  twelve  the 
next  day.  Gen.  Fitz  Lee's  scouts  and  guides  could  not 
find  out  exactly  the  enemy's  strength,  but,  from  the  pris- 
oners taken  up  to  this  time,  I  knew  we  had  no  infantiy 
in    our   front.      We    discovered    at   daylight,   that   the 
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enemy  were  pretty  strongly  posted  in  the  Court-House 
road,  having  quite  a  good  position.  The  rest  of  the 
cavahy  having  gotten  up,  about  ten  a.  m.,  I  determined 
to  push  on  a  road  still  farther  to  the  right,  cross  the 
stream  higher  up  with  Gen.  W.  H.  F,  Lee's  and  Rosser's 
cavalry,  and  with  the  infantry,  leaving  Fitz  Lee's  Division 
to  come  up  the  direct  road  towards  the  Court-House,  as  we 
advanced  on  the  right.  The  rain  had  swollen  the  streams 
very  much,  which  was  the  chief  reason  for  the  delay  in 
the  cavalry  coming  up.  Gen.  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  with  his 
division,  very  gallantly  charged  over  the  creek,  but  the 
enemy  were  in  too  great  numbers,  and  the  infantry  not 
being  able  to  cross  at  that  point  (the  stream  not  being 
fordable)  they  were  compelled  to  draw  back.  I  pushed 
the  infantry  across  lower  down,  Terry's  Brigade  leading. 
Col.  Mayo  with  the  3d  Virginia  in  advance.  This  regi- 
ment suffered  a  good  deal,  but  the  men  gallantly  dashed 
over  the  creek  and  swamp,  killing  and  capturing,  after  a 
sharp  engagement,  about  a  hundred  of  the  enemy.  Our 
whole  force  then  moved  on.  The  enemy,  in  meanwhile 
strongly  reinforced,  made  a  determined  resistance,  and  it 
was  dark  when  we  arrived  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
Court-House.  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  cavalry  had  again  crossed 
at  the  same  point  and  Fitz  Lee's  Division  had  come  up 
on  the  left. 

This  engagement  was  quite  a  spirited  cue,  the  men  and 
officers  behaving  most  admirably.  Our  loss  was  princi- 
pally confined  to  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  cavalry  and  Terry's  and 
Corse's  Brigades,  among  them  many  valuable  officers. 
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The  enemy  was  severely  punished ;  half  an  hour  more  of 
daylight  and  we  would  have  gotten  to  the  Court-House. 
As  it  was,  some  prisoners  were  taken  belonging  to  the 
6th  Corps  (Warren's). 

The  fact  being  thus  developed  that  the  enemy  were  re- 
inforcing with  infantry,  and  knowing  the  whole  of  Sheri- 
dan's and  Kautz's  cavalry  were  in  our  front,  induced  me 
to  fall  back  at  daylight  in  the  morning  to  the  Five  Forks, 
where  I  was  directed  by  telegram  from  the  commander- 
in-chief  to  hold^  so  as  to  protect  the  road  to  Ford's  Depot. 
This  movement  was  made  in  perfect  order,  bringing  off 
all  of  our  wounded  and  burying  all  of  our  dead.  The 
enemy  was,  however,  pressing  upon  our  rear  in  force.  I 
had  all  trains  parked  in  rear  of  Hatcher's  Run  and  would 
have  preferred  that  position,  but  that,  from  the  telegram 
referred  to,  I  supposed  the  commanding  general  intended 
sending  up  reinforcements.  I  had,  in  the  meantime,  re- 
ported by  telegram,  and  informed  the  general  command- 
ing of  the  state  of  affixirs,  that  the  enemy  was  trying  to 
get  in  between  the  main  army  and  my  command,  and 
asking  that  diversion  be  made  or  I  would  be  isolated. 
This  evidently  was  intended,  as  Hunton's  Brigade  did 
come  up  to  Sutherland's,  but  not  till  after  dark.  The 
best  arrangements  were  made  which  the  nature  of  the 
ground  admitted  of;  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  cavalry  on  the  right, 
then  Corse,  Terry,  Stuart,  Ransom  and  Wallace.  Gen. 
Fitz  Lee  was  ordered  to  cover  the  ground  between  Wal- 
lace's left  and  the  creek,  with  his  cavalry,  dismounted. 
The  enemy  pushed  up  steadily  from  the  Court-House 
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and  commenced  extending  to  our  left.  Gen.  Ransom 
moved  still  further  to  the  left,  and  I  extended  Stuart's 
Brigade  so  as  to  cover  his  ground.  He,  Gen.  Ransom, 
sent  ■Nvoi'd  to  me  that  the  cavalry  were  not  in  position. 
Gen.  Fitz  Lee  was  again  ordered  to  cover  the  ground  at 
once,  and  I  supposed  it  had  been  done,  when,  suddenly, 
the  enemy  in  heavy  infantry  column  appeared  on  our 
left  front,  and  tlie  attack  which  had,  up  to  that  time, 
been  confined  principally  to  our  front  towards  the  Court- 
Housc  now  became  o-eneral.  Chargfe  after  cliarsre  of  the 
enemy  was  repulsed;  but  they  still  kept  pouring  up  di- 
vision after  division,  and  pressing  round  our  left.  Gen. 
Ransom,  perceiving  this,  took  his  brigade  from  behind 
his  temporary  breastworks  and  boldly  charged  the  heavy 
column  of  the  enemy,  committing  great  havoc  and  tem- 
jjorarily  checking  their  movement.  In  this  he  had  his 
horse  killed,  he  falling  -under  him,  and  his  A.  A,  Gen., 
the  brave,  but  unfortunate,  Capt.  Gee,  killed.  The  few 
cavalry,  however,  which  had  gotten  into  position,  gave 
wa)^,  and  the  enemy  came  pouring  in  on  "Wallace's  left, 
causing  his  men  to  give  back.  Pegram  had  been  mor- 
tally wounded,  the  captain  of  the  battery  killed,  and 
many  of  the  men  Idlled  and  Avoundcd.  I  succeeded, 
nevertheless,  in  getting  a  sergeant,  with  men  enough  for 
one  piece,  put  in  position  on  the  left,  and  fired  some  eight 
rounds  into  the  head  of  the  enemy's  column,  when  the 
axle  broke,  disabling  the  piece.  I  had  also  immediately 
withdrawn  Terry's  Brigade  from  its  position,  and  threw 
them    on   the   left   flank,  charging  over  Wallace's  men 
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and  forcing  tliera  back  to  their  position.  Even  then, 
with  all  the  odds  against  us,  we  might  have  held  till 
night,  which  was  fast  approaching,  but  the  ammunition 
was  fast  giving  out.  Col.  Floweree's  Regiment  fought 
hand  to  hand  with  the  enemy  after  their  cartridges  were 
expended,  but  it  was  of  no  avail,  and,  although  the 
enemy's  dead  lay  in  heaps,  we  were  obliged  to  give  way, 
our  left  being  completely  turned.  Wallace's  Brigade 
again  broke,  though  some  of  the  officers  in  it  behaved 
most  gallantly  and  used  their  utmost  exertions  to  re- 
form them,  but  in  vain !  and  everything  assumed  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  panic,  when,  by  dint  of  great  personal  ex- 
ertion on  the  part  of  my  staff,  together  with  the  general 
officers  and  their  staff  officers,  we  compelled  a  rally  and 
stand  on  Corse's  Brigade,  which  was  still  in  perfect  order, 
and  had  repelled,  as  had  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  cavalry,  every 
attempt  of  the  enemy  against  them. 

One  of  the  most  brilliant  cavalry  engagements  of  the 
war  took  place  on  this  part  of  the  field,  near  Mrs. 
Gilliam's  residence.  The  enemy  made  a  most  deter- 
mined attack  in  heavy  force  (cavalry),  but  were  in  turn 
charged  by  Gen.  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  completely  driving  them 
off  the  field.  This,  with  the  firm  stand  made  by  Corse's 
men,  and  those  that  coidd  be  rallied  at  this  point,  ena- 
bled many  to  escape  capture.  Thus  the  shades  of  the 
evening  closed  on  the  bloody  field.  Had  the  cavaliy  on 
the  left  done  as  well  as  those  «n  our  right,  the  day  would 
probably  have  been  ours;  as  it  was,  it  was  most  stub- 
bornly contested    against  great   odds.      The    »vholf,    of 
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Sheridan's  cavalry  joined  with  Kautz's,  the  2d  Corps  and 
part  of  the  6th  were  attacking  us.  I  learned  a  few  days 
afterwards,  from  a  general  of  division  in  Warren's  Corps, 
that  it  was  nineteen  thousand  strong,  making  the  enemy's 
force  probably  thirty-five  thousand,  whilst  we  did  not 
have  more  than  eight  thousand  engaged.  Our  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  was  very  severe,  and  a  good  many 
were  captured.  Col,  Munford,  commanding  Gen,  Fitz 
Lee's  Division  was  quite  active,  and  lent  great  assistance 
personally.  During  the  evening,  a  large  portion  of  the 
command  having  been  assembled  on  the  railroad,  I  pro- 
ceeded with  them  towards  Exeter  Mills,  intending  to 
cross  the  Appomattox  at  that  point,  and  rejoin  the  main 
army.  Whilst  at  that  point  I  received  orders,  by  a  stafi"- 
oiScer,  to  report  to  Lieut.-Gen.  R.  H.  Anderson  at  Suther- 
land's, At  daylight  on  the  following  morning,  I  started 
t6  comply  with  the  order,  but  had  not  proceeded  far  when 
I  found  the  road  strewn  with  stragglers  without  arms, 
from  Wilcox's  and  Heth's  Divisions,  who  informed  me 
the  lines  in  front  of  Petersburg  had  been  forced.  I  con- 
cluded immediately  to  follow  up  the  river  and  join  Gen. 
Anderson,  who,  I  learned,  had  gone  in  that  direction, 
striking  for  Amelia  Court-House,  I  omitted  to  mention 
that  most  of  Ransom's  Brigade  had  crossed  the  river  at 
Exeter  Mills.  I  reported  to  Gen.  Anderson  on  same 
day,  and  that  night  Hunton's  Brigade  reported.  They 
had  also  been  in  a  heavy  fight  and  had  suffered  severely, 
though  they  had  acted  with  their  usual  good  conduct  and 
let  the  enemy  know  who  they  were. 
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From  this  point  up  to  the  battle  of  Sailor's  Run  (a 
report  of  which  I  forwarded  through  Gen,  Anderson), 
there  is  nothing  of  any  moment  to  relate  except  occa- 
sional skirmishino;  and  continual  marchingr  nigjht  and  dav, 
with  scarcely  any  rations.  The  second  day  after  the 
battle  referred  to,  not  being  able  to  find  Gen.  Anderson's 
headquarters,  I  reported  to  Lieut.-Gen.  Longstreet,  and 
continued  to  receive  orders  from  him  until  the  army  was 
paroled  and  dispersed.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
surrender,  when  the  enemy  made  an  advance  from 
towards  Appomattox  Coui't-House,  Lieut.-Gen.  Long- 
street  sent  to  Gen.  Ileth,  a  staff-officer  (Capt.  Dunn) 
with  orders  for  him  to  move  up  at  once  with  his  divis- 
ion. I  had  the  remnant  of  my  division,  some  eight 
hundred  aggregate  (about  sixty  ai'med),  drawn  up  on 
Heth's  left,  and  informed  Capt.  Dunn  of  the  fact,  and 
that  we  would  move  with  Heth ;  this  he  authorized,  and 
afterwards  informed  me  of  Gen.  Longstreet's  approval. 
The  order  to  advance  was,  however,  shortly  afterwards 
countermanded.  I  mention  this  fact  merely  to  show 
that,  even  at  the  last,  what  few  men  of  the  old  Virginia 
division  were  left,  were  willing  and  ready  to  do  their 
utmost  to  maintain  the  name  they  had  so  nobly  won, 
for  lieroism  during  four  years  of  a  bloody  and  terrible 
war,  in  which  Virginia's  sons  had  poured  out  (as  a  sacri- 
fice for  a  liberty  unfortunately  not  to  be  gained)  the 
best  blood  of  the  proud  old  State. 

It  is  needless  in  this,  my  last  report  of  the  Virginia 
division,  to  recall  to  the  commander-in-chief,  the  trials, 


150  Pickett's  men. 

hardships,  and  battles  through  which  they  have  passed. 
Baptized  in  war  at  Bull  Run  and  the  first  Manassas, 
under  Lieut.-Gen.  Longstreet's  instruction,  they  contin- 
ued afterwards  to  follow  their  lessons  first  taught  them, 
on  their  various  marches ;  in  the  lines  about  Yorktown  ; 
at  the  glorious  battle  of  Williamsburg,  when  they,  with 
AVilcox's  Alabama  Brigade,  withstood  the  advance  of 
the  whole  of  McClellan's  Grand  Army,  and  absolutely 
drove  them  back ;  at  the  Seven  Pines,  when  they  were  so 
highly  complimented  by  Gen.  Jos.  E.  Johnston ;  and  at 
Gaine's  Mill,  Frazer's  Fann,  Second  Manassas,  Boons- 
borough,  Sharpsburg,  Gettysburg,  and  the  engagements 
about  the  lines  in  front  of  Bermuda  Hundreds,  Fort 
Harrison,  etc.,  etc.,  which  came  under  the  personal  obser- 
vation of  the  commander-in-chief.  The  written  and  ver- 
bal acknowledgments  of  their  worth  from  him,  have  been 
gratefully  appreciated  by  them. 

There  having  been  no  brigade  or  regimental  reports 
handed  in,  it  is  impossible  to  state  the  casualties  which 
have  occurred  on  the  last  campaign.  I  must  not  con- 
clude without  mentioning  the  gallantry  and  untiring  zeal 
in  the  cause  exhibited  by  the  brigade  commanders.  Gens. 
Corse,  Hunton,  Terry,  and  Stewart,  and  their  valuable 
staff-officers,  some  of  whom  were  killed  and  others 
wounded  (Gen.  Terry's  A,  D.  C,  Lieut.  Harris  was  killed, 
and  Capt.  Fitzhugh,  Gen.  Hunton's  A.  A.  G.,  wounded, 
and  Capt.  Bryant,  Gen.  Terry's  A.  A.  G.,  wounded)  ; 
and  of  the  officers  of  my  staff.  Majors  Pickett  and  Har- 
rison, A.  and  Ins.  Gens.  ;  Major  Horace  Jones,  com.  of 
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sub. ;  Major  R.  Taylor  Scott,  Q.  M. ;  Chief  Surgeon  M.  M. 
Lewis ;  Capts.  Baird,  Symington,  and  Bright,  A.  D.  C.'s  ; 
Capt.  Cochran,  ord.  officer.  In  connection  with  this  de- 
partment (ordnance)  I  must  not  forget  to  mention  the 
name,  for  ability  and  efficiency,  of  Capt.  S.  G.  Leitch, 
who  had  charge  of  it  for  three  years,  in  fact  up  to  a  short 
time  before  the  campaign  commenced. 

To  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments  my  thanks 
and  those  of  our  State  are  due  for  their  maintenance  of 
discipline  in  their  regiments,  their  continual  and  unswerv- 
ing confidence  in  the  cause,  and  their  personal  activity 
on  the  many  battle-fields,  in  leading  on  their  men  to  vic- 
tory, or  sustaining  them  under  their  various  hardsliips. 
Such  names  as  those  of  Montague,  Phillips,  Herbert,  Carr- 
ington,  Greene,  Mayo,  the  Berkeleys,  Floweree,  White, 
Gantt,  Preston,  etc.,  should  not  be  forgotten  in  Virginia'a 
history. 

I  am,  colonel, 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)         G.  E.  Pickett,  Major-Gen.  Commd'g. 

Col.  W.  H.  Taylor,  A.  A.  G.,  A.  N.  Va. 


CHAPTER    XXIII. 

THE    LAST    GASP    AT    SAILOr's    CREEK. 

After  the  defeat  of  Pickett's  command  at  Five  Forks, 
the  enemy  did  not  advance  immediately  upon  the  Ford 
road,  which  leads  directly  in  rear  of  their  position,  cross- 
ing Hatcher's  Run  about  tliree-quarters  of  a  mile  from 
Five  Forks,  and  on  to  the  South  Side  Railroad.  Ilun- 
ton's  Brigade,  which  had  been  heavily  engaged  on  the 
31st,  on  the  right  of  the  main  line,  had  been  sent  to 
Pickett's  assistance,  and  arrived  the  evening  of  April  1st, 
just  in  rear  of  the  battle-field,  and  held  its  position  there 
undisturbed  until  the  next  morninsf.  The  morninfic  of 
April  2d,  Gen,  R.  PI.  Anderson  came  up  with  several  bri- 
gades of  Bushrod  Jolinson's  Division.  I  had  collected 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  scattered  remnant  of 
Pickett's  command  at  the  railroad  crossing,  and  reported 
to  Gen.  Andei'son. 

Nothing  was  then  known  of  Pickett's  fate ;  whether 
he  or  any  of  his  command  had  escaped  in  the  rout  at 
Five  Forks,  except  the  few  who  were  present. 

Very  soon,  however.  Gen.  Anderson  received  a  dis- 
patch from  Gen.  Pickett,  saying  that  he  was  at  Exeter 
Mills,  on  the  Appomattox  River,  with  about  eight  liun- 
dred  of  his  command,  and  would  rejoin  the  army  tliat 
day.     We  moved  on  then  towards  Amelia  Court-IIouse, 
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skirmishing  continually  with  the  enemy,  who  followed  in 
our  rear,  and  reached  Deep  Creek  that  night,  where  we 
were  joined  by  Gen.  Pickett  with  the  remnant  of  the 
division  saved  from  Five  Forks.  With  Hunton's  Brigade, 
which  numbered  about  nine  hundred,  we  had  a  division 
strength  of  twenty-two  hundred.  This  would  make  our 
division  loss  at  Five  Forks  about  sixteen  hundred. 

On  the  evening  of  the  3d,  we  received  the  disastrous 
intelligence  of  the  evacuation  of  Richmond  and  its  par- 
tial destruction  by  fire.  It  was  impossible  to  keep  this 
sad  news  from  the  men  ;  and  the  despondence  it  created 
was  at  once  manifest,  so  many  of  them  had  homes  and 
families  in  that  city,  with  all  of  the  little  remaining 
property  they  had  in  the  world  there,  that  they  looked 
upon  the  loss  of  the  Confederate  capital  as  the  last  hope 
of  success  destroyed.  And  so  it  was  truly.  Neverthe- 
less I  dare  to  affirm  here,  that  these  devoted  men  still 
continued  to  press  on  in  sullen  determination,  obeying 
the  orders  of  their  commanders,  and  following,  if  not 
blindly,  yet  resolutely,  the  will  of  their  honored  chieftain. 
I  know  it  has  been  said  that  Gen.  Lee  in  his  retreat  to 
Appomattox  Court-House  was  deserted  wholesale  by  his 
men,  and  more  especially  by  the  Virginia  troops,  who 
were  nearer  their  homes,  and  consequently  could  reach 
them  with  little  difficulty.  But  this  is  an  unjust  accusa- 
tion, and  comes  chiefly  from  the  mouths  of  non-combat- 
ants and  recreant  fellow-citizens  who  had  shirked  all 
active  duty  during  the  war.  I  do  not  deny  that  there 
were  many  stragglers,  and  men  who  fell  down  by  the 
7* 
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wayside  exhausted.  These  men  were  obliged  to  seek 
food  and  shelter  wherever  they  could  get  it. 

Having  no  supplies  in  the  commissariat  of  the  army, 
they  wandered  from  the  line  of  march  in  search  of  a 
piece  of  bread  even,  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  actual 
starvation.  These  app)lications,  so  generally  made  to  the 
farm-houses  throughout  tlie  country,  created  the  impres- 
sion that  they  were  deserters.  It  may  be  true  that  the 
whole  army  was  fast  being  demoralized,  by  hopeless 
strugglino-  against  an  overwhelming  enemy,  by  constant 
night  and  day  marches,  and  by  want  of  ordinary  subsist- 
ence ;  but  I  do  know  the  fact,  that,  with  reference  to  the 
remnant  of  my  own  division,  we  carried  nearly  as  many 
men  into  the  last  tight  at  Sailor's  Creek  as  we  had  left  to 
us  from  Five  Forks,  and  that  those  men  behaved  as  well 
on  that  last  battle-field  as  they  had  ever  done  in  tlieir 
first  flush  of  glory,  or  under  the  better  fortunes  of  an 
earlier  day.  The  position  of  inspector-general  on  a  bat- 
tle-field enables  him  to  judge,  at  least  as  well  as  any 
other  ofiicer,  of  the  conduct  of  the  troops  engaged.  At 
Sailor's  Creek,  the  exigencies  of  the  time  required  me  to 
perform  the  duties  of  inspector,  aide-de-camp,  or  what- 
ever was  asked  of  me  by  the  general,  who  was  very  short 
of  stafi*,  and  I  declare  here  that  I  have  never  seen  on  a 
battle-field  less  straggling  or  disposition  in  the  troops  to 
fall  back. 

It  was  the  decimated  feAV  of  a  noble  command  whc 
hung  on  to  the  last ;  who  went  up  to  heaven,  or  fell  into 
the  hands  of  their  victors,  in  a  final  blaze  of  glory. 
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I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  sufferings  of  this 
marcli  to  Amelia  Com*t-House,  and  thence  to  Sailor's 
Creek ;  when  for  forty-eight  hours  the  man  or  officer  who 
had  a  handful  of  parched  corn  in  his  pocket  was  for- 
tunate. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  Sailor's  Creek  was  reached, 
and  a  halt  in  line  of  battle  was  made  for  several  hours. 
Sheridan,  the  inevitable,  was  in  front  of  us  with  his 
thousands  of  cavalry,  making  his  usual  parade  and  dem- 
onstrations to  delay  us  until  his  infantry  friends  could 
come  up.  Meanwhile  we  were  pressing  on  our  artillery 
and  wagon-trains  to  get  across  the  Appomattox  River  at 
Farmville.  Mahone's  Division  was  on  our  right,  and 
Swell's  command  on  our  left.  Mahone  received  orders 
to  move  on,  but  we  had  orders  to  stand  still.  Thus 
when  Mahone  did  move  there  was  a  gap  left  in  the  line, 
increasing  as  he  got  further  and  further  away.  Gen. 
Hunton,  who  was  on  the  right  of  our  division,  notified 
Gen.  Pickett  of  this  move,  and  Gen,  Pickett  sent  to  Gen. 
Anderson,  asking  permission  to  move  on  after  Mahone. 
But  Gen.  Anderson  had  been  directed  to  hold  on  in  con- 
nection with  Ewell's  command.  Thus  we  delayed  ;  and 
while  we  were  doing  so,  Huger's  battalion  of  artillery, 
in  attempting  to  cross  the  gap  between  us  and  Mahone, 
now  more  than  a  mile  in  advance,  was  attacked  and 
bodily  "gobbled  up"  by  the  enterprising  Sheridan.  Gen. 
Pickett  couldn't  stand  this  sort  of  freebooting,  so  he 
pushed  his  division  across  Sailor's  Creek,  and  let  Gen. 
Sheridan  have  the  benefit  of  a  charge  of  two   of  o\]v 
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brigades,  followed  speedily  by  the  other  two.  This  was 
rather  more  than  the  reiters  wanted.  It  looked  like  an- 
other taste  of  Dinwiddle  Court-House.  So  they  ran 
back  again  some  half  mile,  leaving  one  or  two  of  Huger's 
guns  behind  them.  Col.  Frank  Huger  himself  was  car- 
ried off;  but  his  adjutant,  Grattan,  saved  himself  (and  a 
gun)  on  the  back  of  one  of  the  artillery  horses.  We 
formed  line  of  battle  across  an  open  field,  and  held  it 
for  several  hours  against  the  repeated  charges  of  Sheri- 
dan's dismounted  cavalry.  We  were  now  in  a  com- 
pletely isolated  position,  with  both  flanks  open  to  the 
enemy,  until  Wise's  Brigade  came  up  on  our  left  and 
covered  that  flank.  About  three  o'clock  the  long-looked 
for  succor  came  to  Gen.  Sheridan.  Both  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry began  to  work  around  to  the  right,  and  hem  us 
completely  in.  The  "  toils  were  set,"  and  the  "  stag  of 
ten "  was  to  die  at  bay.  Finding  that  we  could  not 
move  a  peg  on  our  line  of  march.  Gen.  Anderson  at  last 
gave  the  order  to  Pickett  to  draw  ofi'  his  brigades  to  the 
rear  and  try  to  cut  his  way  out  in  any  manner  he  could. 
Wise's  Brigade  was  deployed  in  rear  of  our  line  of  battle 
to  assist  the  movement.  As  soon  as  this  was  perceived 
by  the  enemy,  a  charge  was  made  on  every  side,  and  the 
division,  enveloped  by  overwhelming  numbers,  though 
still  fighting  to  the  last,  was  forced  to  yield.  Many  of 
the  men  broke  their  guns  before  submitting  stubbornly 
to  inevitable  f^ite.  Gens.  Corse  and  Ilunton  were  taken 
prisoners  with  their  brigades ;  Gens,  Stewart  and  Terry 
succeeded  in  getting  off  from  the  field.     Gen.  Pickett, 
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Surgeon  M.  M.  Lewis,  medical  director  of  the  division, 
who  was  with  us  all  day  upon  the  field,  and  myself 
would  have  been  certainly  captured  but  for  a  fortunate 
circumstance,  A  squadron  or  more  of  cavalry  were 
riding  directly  down  upon  us,  at  about  one  hundred 
yards  distance,  when  we  succeeded  in  rallying  a  mere 
squad  of  men,  who  delivered  a  last  volley  in  the  faces  of 
these  horsemen,  which  checked  them  for  a  moment,  and 
we  escaped  by  the  speed  of  our  horses. 

Thus  ended  the  military  career  of  Pickett's  Division. 
But  few  escaped  this  last  disaster  at  Sailor's  Creek,  and 
these  broken  down,  nearly  famished,  and  mostly  without 
arms.  To  follow  them  in  their  misfortunes,  whether  as 
prisoners  of  Avar,  or  to  the  surrender,  at  Appomattox 
Court-House,  of  the  few  remaining  to  witness  that  last 
humiliation,  would  be  useless. 

Thousands  have  gone  to  their  eternal  home  in  imper- 
ishable glory.  Others  were  spared  to  shed  bitter  tears 
over  the  loss  of  a  sacred  cause  for  which  they  had  toiled, 
suffered  privations,  and  poured  out  their  blood,  to  return 
to  tlie  peaceful  avocations  of  civilized  life,  after  four 
years  of  excitement  and  strife.  Tliat  they  have  become 
good  citizens  of  a  common  country,  who  will  doubt  ? 
Not  the  men  who  have  met  them  in  arms.  The  carping 
politician  alone  can  distrust  the  brave  soldier  who  has 
perilled  and  lost  all  in  defence  of  a  cause  he  believes  just. 

To  me,  this  simple  narrative  has  been  a  "  labor  of 
love,"  which  I  hope  may  prove  acceptable  to  those  to 
to  whom  it  is  dedicated. 


158  Pickett's  men". 

Associated  witli  the  division  from  its  formation  to  its 
last  day,  I  felt  tliat  this  tribute  was  due,  and  that  I 
might  presume  to  undertake  the  oftering  of  it. 

Sensible  as  I  am  that  the  subject  might  have  been  far 
better  presented  in  more  able  hands,  I  yet  console  myself 
in  the  belief  that  it  has  been,  at  least,  plainly  and  fairly 
set  out.  Writing  almost  entirely  from  personal  recollec- 
tions, this  little  work  may  be  open  to  many  criticisms. 
In  its  confined  scope  it  may  have  neglected  to  do  justice 
to  some  especial  merit ;  but  I  am  conscious  of  endeavor- 
ing to  avoid  giving  oifence  to  any  one,  as  also  of  endeav- 
oring to  avoid  the  too  frequent  use  of  the  personal  pro- 
noun. I  hope  to  have  succeeded  better  in  the  former 
than  in  the  latter.  If  not,  a  humble  apology  is  all  I  can 
give  for  either  offence.  There  may  be,  and  doubtless 
are,  omissions  of  some  few  names  of  prominent  officers, 
and  errors  in  the  exact  grade  of  those  officers,  as  I  have 
been  unable,  in  some  instances,  to  obtain  this  desired 
information. 

Many  acts  of  personal  gallantry  have  come  under  my 
own  observation,  and  been  detailed  to  me  by  other 
officers,  but  I  have  purposely  abstained  from  mentioning 
these  especially,  rather  than  draw  any  invidious  distinc- 
tion where  all  so  bravely  performed  their  devoir. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

THE    38TH    BATTALION    VIRGINIA    ARTILLERY, 

Closely  associated  with  Pickett's  Men  throughout 
the  greater  part  of  tlie  war,  were  four  batteries  of  fiekl 
artillery,  which  deserve  to  occupy  sin  important  place  in 
their  record. 

When  these  two  arms  of  the  service  are  frequently  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy  together,  there  arises  a  sort  of 
fraternity  and  confidence  of  mutual  support  which  cannot 
exist  where  troops  are  only  casually  thrown  in  contact ; 
when  proved  equally  worthy,  they  come  to  rely  upon  one 
another  in  any  emergency.  This  may  be  a  good,  or  bad, 
general  principle,  but  it  is  incontestably  a  fact.  The 
officers  may  act  independently  of  it,  but  from  the  men 
this  feeling  cannot  be  taken. 

Upon  the  foi*mation  of  Pickett's  Division,  and  about 
the  time  of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  these  four  bat- 
teries were  assigned  to  the  division  :  Dearing's  (formerly 
Latham's),  Stribling's,  Caskie's,  and  Macon's.  Soon 
afterwards  they  were  organized  into  a  battalion,  and  the 
command  given  to  Major  James  Bearing.  Capt.  Blount 
then  succeeded  Dearing  in  the  command  of  his  battery. 

This  battalion  was  always  one  of  the  very  best  in  the 
service,  in  the  quality  of  its  men  and  officers,  in  its  arma- 
ment and  equipment.     It  followed  the  fortunes  of  the 
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division  tlirough  the  Suffolk  campaign,  Gettysburg, 
Newbern,  and  Plymouth,  and  was  only  detached,  during 
the  summer  of  1864,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  officers  and 
men  on  both  sides.  Major  Dearing  was  promoted  to 
colonel,  and  subsequently  to  brigadier-general  of  cavalrj'-. 
He  was  killed,  while  gallantly  leading  his  brigade,  in 
one  of  the  last  engagements  of  the  war.  No  more  bril- 
liant, dashing  officer  ever  lived.  Pie  was  brave  and 
generous  to  a  fault ;  and  had  endeared  himself  to  every 
one  with  whom  he  was  associated. 

A  separate  and  brief  history  of  these  batteries  will 
form  no  ungrateful  appendix  to  this  work. 


EICHMOK-D    FAYETTE    ARTILLERY. 

This  battery,  which  served  so  creditably  throughout 
the  war,  was  organized  May  29,  1824,  and,  in  compliment 
to  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette,  who  was  then  on  a  visit  to 
the  city  of  Richmond,  was  named  after  him.  He  pre- 
sented to  the  company  two  brass  six-pounders,  which  he 
had  brought  to  this  country  during  the  Revolutionary 
war.  The  first  captain  of  the  company  was  Col.  John 
Rutherford.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  1861,  the 
officers  of  this  battery  were :  Capt.,  Henry  Coalter  Ca- 
bell; First  Lieut.,  Miles  C.  Macon  ;  Jr.  First  Lieut.,  Wil- 
liam L  Clopton ;  Second  Lieut.,  Matthew  P.  Taylor. 

The  battery  first  appeared  in  service  in  what  was 
facetiously  termed  the  "  Pawnee  War,"  the  occasion 
upon   which   the  whole  city  of  Richmond  was  thrown 
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into  great  excitement  at  the  anticipated  approach  up 
James  River  of  the  United  States  ship  Pawnee^  April 
19,  1861.  The  Pavm.ee  did  not  come,  however,  and  the 
services  of  the  battery  were  not  required.  It  was 
regularly  mustered  into  service  April  25,  1861,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  strong,  rank  and  file.  It  was  then  sent 
to  the  Peninsula  to  the  command  of  Col.  J.  B,  Magruder. 
In  April,  1862,  on  the  lines  at  Yorktown,  the  battery 
was  first  under  fire.  The  battle  of  Williamsburg,  May  5, 
1862,  was  opened  by  the  guns  of  this  battery,  it  hold- 
ing Fort  Magruder  the  whole  of  that  day,  from  daybreak. 
The  battery  participated  in  the  battles  of  Gaine's  Mill, 
Frazer's  Farm,  and  Malvern  Hills ;  was  on  the  first 
Maryland  campaign,  taking  part  at  the  fight  of  Cramp- 
ton's  Gap  and  battle  of  Sharpsburg;  was  at  and  en- 
gaged in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December,  1862, 
and  in  front  of  Suffolk  in  two  affairs  in  April,  1863  ;  next 
engaged  in  third  day's  battle  of  Gettysburg,  July  3, 
1863;  was  engaged  with  Gen.  Pickett's  column  in  ad- 
vance upon  Newbern,  N.  C.  ;  at  Bachelor's  Creek  and 
Beech  Grove,  February,  1864,  and  at  Plymouth,  X.  C, 
in  its  capture  by  Gen.  Hoke,  in  the  same  month  ;  came  up 
from  North  Carolina  with  Gen.  Beauregard  to  Drewry's 
Bluff,  and  participated  in  the  afijiirs  of  May  14th  and  15tl), 
and  in  the  battle  of  Drewry's  Farm,  May  16,  1864; 
moved  to  Cold  Harbor  and  occupied  position  on  Cold 
Harbor  road,  supported  by  Colquitt's  Georgia  Brigade, 
June  1st,  and  dui-ing  Grant's  general  assault  on  the  lines, 
June  3,  1864;    held   position   in   the   lines  in  front  of 
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Petersburg,  about  one  half  to  the  left  of  the  "  Crater," 
from  June  15  to  September  6,  1864;  engaged  in  can- 
nonade and  assault  upon  Fort  Harrison  in  front  of  Rich- 
mond, September  29,  1864  ;  was  in  fight  at  Burgess  Mills, 
October  27, 1864  ;  and  returned  to  old  position  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  November  6,  1864,  where  it  remained  until 
the  retreat  of  the  army,  April  2,  1865.  During  this  time 
the  officers  and  cannoneers  were  engaged  in  the  assault 
on  Fort  Steadman,  and  a  detachment  of  it  manned  the 
Archer  House  Battery  on  the  north  side  of  Appomattox 
River.  When  the  enemy  carried  Rives'  salient,  April  2, 
1865,  this  battery  was  placed  in  a  redoubt  on  the  second 
line,  and  held  it  during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  with- 
out support. 

The  battery  held  the  rear  of  Gordon's  Corps  in  the 
retreat  from  Petei'sburg  to  Appomattox  Court-House  ; 
was  attacked  by  Sheridan's  cavalry  at  Appomattox 
Station,  and  cut  off  from  the  main  army;  forced  its 
way  through  to  Lynchburg,  where  it  disbanded  after  the 
surrender  of  Gen.  Lee's  army.  In  its  last  action,  May  8, 
1865,  Capt.  Miles  C.  Macon,  commanding  the  battery,  was 
killed,  while  gallantly  performing  his  duty.  After  the 
promotion  of  Capt.  Cabell,  who  became  colonel  of  ar- 
tillery, the  officers  of  the  battery  were  :  Capt.,  Miles  C. 
Macon  ;  First  Lieuts.,  William  J.  Clopton  (promoted  to 
captaincy),  W.  W,  Jones,  Ben.  Robinson,  and  Peyton 
Johnston,  Jr.  (who  was  killed  in  action  at  Cold  Harbor, 
June  1,  1864),  a  gallant  and  beautiful  boy;  and  Second 
Lieut.,  Robert  L  Fleming,  who  was  proraoted  from  the 
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ranks  for  gallantry  and  meritorious  conduct.  Lieut. 
Lewis  Booker,  of  Caskie's  Battery,  served  with  this  bat- 
tery for  some  months.  During  the  war  this  battery  lost 
thirty-seven  men^  "  killed  in  action."  When  all  were 
brave,  distinction  would  be  invidious,  their  commanding- 
officer  having  said  at  the  end  of  the  war,  "  that  he  had 
never  seen  but  one  coward  in  his  battery,  and  he 
deserted." 

This  battery  was  known  through  the  greater  part  of 
the  war  as  Macon's  Battery,  was  attached  to  Pickett's 
Division  soon  after  the  organization  of  the  division,  and 
remained  with  it  until  some  time  in  1864, 


THE    HA^rPDEN"   ARTILLERY, 

Better  known  in  the  service  as  "  Caskie's  Battery," 
was  organized  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  Va.,  in  the 
spring  of  1861,  and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  May  11th,  of  that  year,  with  the  fol- 
lowing officers :  Capt,,  Lawrence  S.  Marye;  First  Lieut., 
James  Pleasants;  Jr.  First  Lieut.,  David  S.Watson, 
M.D, ;  Second  Lieut.,  Alfred  R.  Courtney. 

Lieut.  Courtney  accepting  the  captaincy  of  another 
company,  newly  formed.  Sergeant  William  H.  Caskie 
was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  commissioned  July 
4,  1861. 

About  the  20th  of  that  month,  the  company  was 
ordered  from  the  camp  of  instruction  to  report  to  Gen. 
W.  W.  Loring,  commanding  forces  in  -south-western  Vir- 
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ginia,  in  whose  command  they  remained,  until  Gen. 
"  Stonewall "  Jackson  was  assigned  to  the  command  of 
Loring's  forces. 

It  first  participated  in  the  engagement  at  McDowell's, 
and  then,  moving  into  the  valley  of  Virginia,  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Kernstown,  sometimes  called  First  Bat- 
tle of  Winchester.  This  was  a  desperate  and  bloody 
fight,  where  twenty-three  hundred  Confederate  troops, 
contesting  every  foot  of  ground  with  severe  loss,  were 
finally  compelled  to  retire  before  about  eighteen  thou- 
sand Federal  troops,  commanded  by  Gen  Shields. 

On  the  day  after  this  fight  the  battery  was  ordered 
on  detached  service  with  that  "  hero  of  the  valley,"  Col. 
Turner  Ashby,  with  whom  it  served  until  the  death  of 
that  gallant  cavalier. 

The  battery  then  rejoined  its  old  brigade  in  Jackson's 
Corps.  Lieut.  David  S.  Watson  having  been  appointed 
surgeon  of  Gen.  Beverly  Robertson's  Cavalry  Brigade, 
Sergeant  George  Baughman  was  elected  second  lieuten- 
ant. Having  now  been  in  service  a  year,  the  battery 
was  reorganized  with  the  following  officers :  Capt.,  Wil- 
liam H.  Caskie ;  First  Lieut.,  Theodore  C.  Duvall ;  Second 
Lieut.,  George  L.  Thomas. 

Soon  after,  Lieut.  Thomas  died  at  his  home,  in  Han- 
over County,  Va.,  of  fever  contracted  in  the  army ;  and 
Lieut.  Duvall  was  relieved  from  duty  with  the  battery, 
and  assigned  to  the  cavalry. 

At  the  reorganization  of  the  army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, Lieuts.  J.  E.  Sullivan  and  Thomas  B.   McCurdy, 
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together  with  all  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Thomas  Ar- 
tillery were  ordered  to  report  for  duty  to  Capt.  Caskie, 
to  fill  up  his  battery,  and  subsequently  First  Lieuts. 
Samuel  Chapman  and  Lewis  Booker  became  attached  to 
the  battery.  Lieut.  Chapman  was  offered  and  accepted 
the  adjutancy  of  Mosby's  Battalion  of  partizan  ran- 
gers, and  thus  the  battery  lost  a  most  excellent  and 
popular  officer.  This  battery  was  engaged  with  dis- 
tinction in  the  affairs  of  Second  Winchester  (where  Gen. 
Banks'  forces  were  routed),  Newtown,  Front  Royal, 
Cross  Keys,  Port  Republic,  Slaughter's  Mountain,  First 
Fredericksburg,  Second  Manassas,  Frazer's  Farm,  White 
Oak  Swamp,  Malvern  Hill,  and  Cold  Harbor. 

In  March,  1863,  the  battery  was  assigned  to  Pickett's 
Division,  and  incorporated  into  Dearing's  38th  Virginia 
Battalion.  It  was  Avith  Pickett's  Division  at  the  cele- 
brated charge  at  Gettysburg,  July  3,  1863,  and,  in  the  ad- 
vance upon  Newbern,  opened  upon  the  crossing  at  Bach- 
elor's Creek,  and  actually  led  the  chai'ge  upon  the  enemy 
in  front  of  Newbern,  the  battery  horses  at  a  hand  gal- 
lop, Capt.  Caskie,  having  had  his  horse  badly  wounded, 
led  his  battery  for  some  distance  on  foot,  musket  in  hand, 
and  shooting  at  the  enemy  every  chance  he  got.  Gen. 
Pickett  presented  him  with  a  captured  horse  on  the  field 
of  battle  to  replace  his  wounded  animal.  This  unusual 
activity  of  a  batterj^,  to  say  nothing  of  the  personal  gal- 
lantry of  its  commander,  coming  under  my  own  eye,  de- 
serves especial  notice  ;  by  no  means,  however,  to  the  dis- 
paragement of  any  other  battery  there  engaged.     I  have 
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seen  all  tbe  batteries  of  this  38th  Battalion  engaged 
upon  many  a  field,  and  could  never  draw  unfavorable 
distinction  between  them. 

Tlie  battei-y  was  at  the  capture  of  Pljanouth,  N.  C, 
and  in  the  trenches  in  front  of  Petersburg,  near  the  cele- 
brated "Crater,"  during  1864,  and  remained  there  until 
the  retreat  of  the  army  from  that  place  in  April,  1865. 

In  April,  1804,  Capt.  Caslcie  was  promoted,  and  the 
command  of  the  battery  fell  to  Capt.  I,  E.  Sullivan,  a 
distinguished  officer,  who  maintained  its  good  repute  up 
to  the  surrender  of  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


THE    FATJQUIER    ARTILLERY. 

This  battery,  more  commonly  known  as  "  Steibling's 
Battery,"  was  recruited  in  Fauquier  County,  Va.,  in 
September,  1861.  Mustered  into  service  under  the  fol- 
lowing officers  :  Capt.,  Robert  M.  Stribling  ;  First  Lieut., 
James  H.  Kidwell ;  Second  Lieut.,  \Ym.  N.  Green  ;  Third 
Lieut.,  Wm.  C.  Marshall. 

In  the  spring  of  1S62  was  attached  to  Brig.-Gen. 
Richard  H.  Anderson's  South  Carolina  Brigade,  and 
moved  with  that  command  to  the  Peninsula,  occupying 
position  in  tlie  lines  at  Winn's  Mill,  where  it  remained 
until  the  army  was  withdrawn.  Moving  with  the  rear 
of  the  army,  it  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Williams- 
burg ;  occupying  positions  on  the  right,  left,  and  front 
of  Fort  Magruder,  from  one  o'clock,  p.  m.,  until  after 
dark.     The  battery  was  again  engaged  at  the  battle  of 
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Seven  Pines,  going  into  action  with  Kemper's  Virginia 
Brigade,  and  holding  position  with  two  of  its  guns  about 
two  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  captured  lines  of  the 
enemy,  kept  up  a  fire  upon  their  artillery  and  infantry, 
until  sundown,  31ay  31,  1862. 

This  battery  relieved  Carter's  and  Dearing's  Batteries 
upon  the  field,  Avhere  they  had  been  terribly  crippled  by 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
action.  It  was  next  with  R.  H.  Anderson's  Brigade  at 
Frazer's  Farm,  but  not  put  into  action. 

Attached  to  Toomb's  Brigade,  at  Malvern  Hill,  August 
5,  1862,  it  had  a  very  brilliant  engagement  with  the 
enemy,  supported  by  the  17th  and  8th  Georgia  Infantry. 
It  sustained  an  attack  of  cavalry,  then  maintained  a  pro- 
tracted artillery  duel,  in  open  field,  without  any  protec- 
tion whatever,  against  two  batteries  of  the  enemy,  with 
success ;  and  finally  rejjulsed  another  charge  of  cavalry, 
at  Turkey  Island.  In  this  day's  action,  the  enemy  had 
three  divisions  of  infantry  on  the  field,  commanded  by 
Gen.  Hooker,  and  the  assistance  of  a  gun-boat  in  James 
River,  firing  heavy  shells  into  the  battery  and  troops 
supporting  it,  during  the  whole  day. 

This  action  was  dignified  in  the  Northern  report  of  it 
as  "  McClellan's  grand  reconnoissance,  in  force,"  previ- 
ously to  his  finally  withdrawing  from  the  attack  upon 
Richmond.  Although  attracting  no  particular  notice 
upon  the  Confederate  side,  much  noise  was  made  over  it 
on  the  Federal.  Gen.  Hooker  was  j>ublicly  complimented 
on  the  field  by  Gen.  McClellan  ;  and  particular  mention 
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made  in  the  Northern  reports  of  the  precision  and  effect 
of  the  fire  of  Stribling's  Battery, 

Is  is  due  to  Lieuts.  Marshall  and  Carroll  to  say  that 
they  had  the  direction  of  the  guns. 

The  battery  was  next  engaged  in  conjunction  with 
Squire's  Battery,  Wasliington  Artillery  Battalion,  of 
"New  Orleans,  and  Chapman's  Battery,  all  under  com- 
mand of  Col.  Jack  Garnett,  at  the  railroad  bridge  across 
the  Rappahannock  at  Fredericksburg. 

This  was  a  severe  artillery  duel  lasting  for  several 
hours,  and  with  much  loss  on  both  sides,  in  which  the 
enemy's  batteries  were  driven  across  the  river.  The 
battery  was  afterwards  attached  to  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart's 
Cavalry  at  Manassas  Plains ;  and  then  ordered  to  sup- 
port the  charge  of  Jenkins'  Brigade  upon  Chinn's  Hill. 
Advancing  with  the  line  of  infantry,  the  battery  took 
position  on  the  right  flank,  enfilading  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  and  by  its  continued  heavy  fire,  throwing  them 
into  utter  confusion.  Then  with  Rogers'  and  Eschel- 
man's  Batteries,  all  under  command  of  Col.  Rosser, 
advancing  in  front  of  the  infantry^  and  supporting  a 
charge  of  our  cavalry,  still  further  on  the  right,  the 
enemy  were  completely  routed.  This  battery  continued 
with  Jenkins'  Brigade  iintil  the  army  reached  Lees- 
burg,  Va,,  when,  having  lost  many  men  and  horses  in 
its  previous  engagements,  it  was  ordered  to  Winchester, 
to  recruit  and  refit,  and  did  not  rejoin  the  army  until 
December  1,  1862,  at  Fredericksburg.  Rogers'  Battery 
had  then  been  consolidated  with  it,  and  Lieut.  L  Milton 
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Rogers  added  to  the  command.  This  consolidation  fully 
recruited  and  equipped  Stribling's  Battery.  At  this  re- 
organization, Wm.  C.  Marshall  was  elected  first  lieuten- 
ant, and  Gray  Carroll  and  T.  Marshall  Archer,  second 
lieutenants. 

The  battery  was  then  assigned  to  Dearing's  38th  Vir- 
ginia Battalion  of  artillery,  and  was  not  engaged  again 
until  in  front  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  where  it  accompanied  Gen. 
Longstreet's  expedition  in  the  spring  of  1863. 

Major-Gen.  French  had  command  of  the  whole  of  the 
artillery  on  this  expedition.  By  order  of  Major  Shoe- 
maker, his  chief  of  artillery,  Stribling's  Battery  was  put  • 
in  position  in  an  old  earthwork  on  the  Nansemond  River, 
from  which  point  the  channel  of  the  river  was  well  com- 
manded. The  day  following  the  night  in  which  the  guns 
were  placed  in  position,  two  gun-boats  of  the  enemy  at- 
tempted to  run  by.  One  of  them  upon  which  the  fire 
of  the  battery  was  directed,  was  ploughed  through  from 
stem  to  stern,  and  the  pilot-house  and  pilot  shot  away. 
This  boat  drifted  out  of  range  and  then  sunk.  From  that 
time  an  incessant  fire  was  kept  up  upon  the  battery  from 
the  enemy's  gun-boats  above  and  below,  and  from  land 
batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  whose  banks 
were  lined  with  sharp-shooters,  rendering  it  impossible 
for  our  men  to  move  about,  or  stand  up  at  the  guns. 
No  boat,  however,  again  attempted  to  pass  the  battery. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  after  the  battery 

took  position,  three  regiments  of  infantry  and  marines, 

picked  troops  of  the  enemy,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  their 
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gun-boats  and  batteries,  were  landed  from  the  boats 
above  the  earthwork,  deployed  in  line  and  made  an  at- 
tack upon  the  rear  of  the  work.  There  were  only  two 
small  companies  of  the  44th  Alabama  Infantry  with  the 
battery  in  the  work,  which  was  entirely  open  in  rear. 
Three  successive  charges  of  this  force  of  the  enemy  were 
rejjulsed;  but  a  detachment  finally  succeeded  in  creep- 
ing down  the  river  bank,  and  burst  over  the  little  para- 
pet on  the  river  front.  It  was  impossible  to  resist  this 
double  attack  in  front  and  rear,  and  the  work  was  capt- 
ured, with  all  the  men  and  officers  in  it.  The  loss  was 
five  splendid  guns:  three  brass  Napoleons,  and  two 
twenty-four-pounder  brass  howitzers,  all  of  which  had 
been  cajjtured  from  the  enemy.  The  battery-horses, 
drivers,  and  supernumeraries,  under  charge  of  Lieut. 
Carroll,  were  at  camp  in  the  rear  and  thus  escaped  caj^t- 
ure.  These  men  were  immediately  armed  with  rifles, 
and  sent  to  the  left  to  protect  our  foraging  parties. 

After  Capt.  Stribling  and  his  officers,  thus  captured, 
had  been  exchanged,  the  battery  was  again  organized 
and  equipped  at  Richmond,  and  supplied  with  six  (Rich- 
mond-made) Napoleon  guns.  The  battery  was  next  en- 
gaged at  Gettysburg,  and  participated  in  the  tremendous 
cannonade  which  pi'eceded  the  charge  of  Pickett's  Divis- 
ion. On  the  day  following,  July  4,  1863,  the  battery 
opened  fire  at  diffi^rent  times  vipon  the  enemy,  who 
showed  no  disposition,  however,  to  advance. 

The  battery  was  next  engaged  at  Newbern,  N,  C, 
and  participated  in  the  capture  of  the  block-house  and 
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redoubt  at  Beech  Grove,  which  was  surrendered,  with 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  completely  equipped,  and  all  the 
men  and  officers,  together  with  a  considerable  force  of 
infantry. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  Capt.  Stribling  was  promoted 
major,  and  Lieut.  Marshall  succeeded  him  as  captain,  in 
command  of  this  battery. 

The  battery  then  participated  in  the  capture  of  Ply- 
mouth, N.  C,  and  charged  to  the  moat  of  the  redoubt 
below  the  town,  throwing  canister  into  the  fort.  When 
this  redoubt  was  taken  the  men  of  the  battery  served  the 
captured  guns  upon  the  enemy. 

The  battery  was  next  engaged  in  front  of  Bermuda 
Hundreds,  on  the  evening  of  May  18,  1864,  assisting  in 
the  repulse  of  the  enemy.  In  this  action  Capt.  Marshall 
was-  severely  wounded. 

The  battery,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Carroll,  next 
moved  with  Hoke's  Division  to  Cold  Harbor,  where  it 
was  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  their  repeated 
attacks,  and  frequently  at  such  short  range  that  many 
of  the  enemy  fell  at  the  very  muzzle  of  the  guns.  The 
battery  was  afterwards  hurried  to  Petersburg,  where, 
with  the  rest  of  the  battalion,  the  38th  Virginia,  under 
command  of  Major  Read,  they  bore  the  brunt  of  the 
attacks  upon  the  lines  about  Hare's  House,  previous  to 
the  arrival  of  the  main  force  of  the  army  of  Northern 
Virginia.  It  was  then  placed  in  Colquitt's  salient,  oppo- 
site Hare's  Hill,  and  remained  there  under  constant  fire 
of  the   enemy's   sharp-shooters,   artillery,  and   mortars, 
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until  the  final  evacuation  of  those  lines,  April  1,  1865, 
during  which  time  the  battery  lost  many  gallant  soldiers. 
In  November,  1864,  Major  Stribling  was  ordered  to 
the  command  of  the  38th  Battalion,  up  to  this  time 
commanded  by  Major  J.  P.  Read,  who  had  succeeded 
Major  Bearing,  upon  the  promotion  of  that  distinguished 
officer. 

About  the  middle  of  March,  1865,  under  orders  from 
Lieut.-Gen,  Gordon,  Major  Stribling,  with  a  select  detach- 
ment from  each  battery  of  the  battalion,  under  command 
of  Lieut.  Rogers  of  Marshall's  Battery,  Lieut.  McCurdy 
of  Sullivan's  Battery,  and  Lieut.  Fleming  of  Macon's 
Battery,  charged  in  rear  of  the  line  of  infantry  skirmish- 
ers upon  Hare's  Hill,  captured  the  enemy's  guns  in  posi- 
tion, and  turned  them  upon  their  retreat.  These  cap- 
tured guns  were  served  gallantly  by  the  detachment 
until  Gen.  Gordon  ordered  them  to  withdraw. 

Capt.  Marshall,  with  three  guns  of  his  battery,  was  on 
the  extreme  left  of  the  lines  at  the  time  of  the  general 
attack  of  the  enemy,  March  31,  1865,  and  was  thereafter 
almost  constantly  engaged  in  covering  that  portion  of 
the  rear  of  the  army  in  its  retreat  to  Amelia  Court- 
House,  and,  in  spite  of  all  difficulties,  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing off  all  of  his  guns  safely.  In  the  action  at  Sailor's 
Creek  several  of  the  guns  were  lost. 

At  Appomattox  Court-House,  the  enemy  struck  our 
column  of  retreat  just  in  rear  of  Stribling's  Battalion, 
cutting  it  off  from  the  body  of  the  army. 

On   Sunday,  April  9th,  the  battalion   pushed  on  to 
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Lynchburg  and  there  destroyed  the  guns  remaining  to 
it,  and  disbanded  the  men. 


Blount's  battert. 

Tlie  company,  first  known  as  Latham's,  and  then  as 
Dearing's  Battery,  became,  upon  the  promotion  of  Capt. 
James  Dearing  to  his  majority  and  chief  of  artillery  of 
Pickett's  Division,  Blount's ;  taking  its  name,  as  was 
usual  in  the  service,  from  its  commanding  officer,  Capt.  J. 
R,  Blount.  I  have  been  unable,  after  much  effort,  to 
obtain  a  detailed  account  of  the  orio^iual  oro-anization  of 
this  company. 

As  far  as  I  can  learn,  it  was  reci'uited  in  and  around 
the  city  of  Lynchburg,  Va.,  in  the  early  part  of  1861, 
and  mustered  into  service  with  these  officers :  Capt.,  H. 

Gray  Latham ;  Lieuts.,  W.  L  Fowlkes, Davison,  and 

F.  Clarke  Leftwich. 

It  was  first  in  action  at  the  battle  of  Manassas,  July 
21,  1861,  where  it  did  valuable  service.  Two  of  its  guns, 
under  command  of  Capt.  Latham  and  Lieut.  Fowlkes, 
were  placed  in  position  at  Lewis's  Ford,  and  opened  on 
the  enemy  (Schenk's  Brigade),  who  had  commenced  firing 
upon  our  infantry  from  the  wood  beyond  the  ford.  This 
position  they  maintained  from  seven  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, until  two  o'clock,  p.  m.,  and  are  represented  as  the 
first  guns  fired  upon  the  enemy.  They  then  changed 
position  to  a  hill  in  rear  of  the  ford,  where  they  were 
joined  by  the  other  two  guns  of  the  battery,  in  charge  of 
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Lieuts.  Davison  and  Leftwich,  which  had  been  held  on 
a  hill  near  the  turnpike  road,  commanding  the  stone 
bridge,  on  which  point  the  enemy  opened  fire  at  six 
o'clock,  A.  M.  The  enemy  not  approaching  witliin  canis- 
ter range,  they  were  ordered  to  change  position  to  a 
point  near  the  Pittsylvania  House,  about  half  a  mile 
north  of  the  stone  bridge.  Here,  and  on  the  Sudley  road, 
they  did  much  execution  upon  the  enemy,  holding  him  in 
check  for  more  than  an  hour  and  until  their  ammunition 
was  exhausted.  This  section  then  withdrew  and  joined 
its  other  section,  and  the  four  guns  continued  together 
to  fire  upon  the  enemy  upon  their  approach  to  the 
stone  bridge,  and  upon  their  retreat  until  the  close  of  the 
fight. 

In  1862,  the  battery  was  actively  engaged  upon  the 
Peninsula,  in  the  retreat  from  Torktown ;  and  at  Seven 
Pines  and  Gaine's  Mill,  attached  to  Pickett's  Brigade, 
and  then,  under  command  of  Capt.  Dearing,  gained  fur- 
ther distinguished  honors.  Its  losses,  in  horses  and  men, 
in  these  engagements  were  immense. 

The  battery  remained  attached  to  Pickett's  Brigade 
until  December,  1862,  when  it  was  incorporated  into 
Dearing's  Battalion,  the  38th  Virginia,  and  attached  to 
Pickett's  Division,  with  which  it  served  through  the  ex- 
pedition to  Suifolk,  and  at  Gettysburg  in  1863,  and  in 
the  expedition  against  Newbern  and  Plymouth,  N.  C., 
in  1864.  It  was  engaged  with  its  battalion  in  all  of  the 
engagements  heretofore  cited,  Drewry's  Farm,  Cold 
Harbor,  and  around  the  city  of  Petersburg  in  1864  and 
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1865,  under  the   command  of  Capt.  J.  R.  Blount,  who 
succeeded  Major  Bearing  in  command. 

It  was  not  captured  or  surrendered  at  Appomattox 
Court-House,  with  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia,  but 
pushed  its  way  through  with  its  battalion  to  Lynchburg, 
the  city  of  its  birth  and  formation,  where  it  was  dis- 
banded, and  its  guns  destroyed,  in  April,  1865.  Second 
to  no  battery  in  tlie  service,  it  kept  up  its  high  reputa- 
tion under  its  several  commanders,  during  the  whole 
war. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

THE    BATTLE-FIELD    OF    GETTYSBURG    IN    1869. 

Availing  myself  of  an  opportunity  of  revisiting  the 
scene  of  the  three  days'  fighting  at  Getty sbui-g,  in  1863, 
under  much  more  favorable  circumstances,  six  years  after, 
than  I  saw  it  during  the  action,  I  gained  much  valuable 
information,  partly  confirming  my  heretofore  impres- 
sions, but  at  the  same  time  materially  enlightening  my 
ignorance  of  the  actual  positions  of  the  two  armies  iu 
this  memorable  battle ;  from  which  I  am  induced  to 
make  this  addition  to  my  work,  that  will  be  interesting 
to  most  of  its  readers. 

Without  attempting  to  correct  the  text  of  my  brief 
sketch  of  the  third  day's  fight,  in  which  alone  Pickett's 
Men  were  engaged,  it  being  in  the  main  accurate,  I  will 
endeavor  to  place  before  you  here  as  comprehensive  a 
view  of  the  whole  engagement  as  I  could  obtain  from 
the  subsequent  personal  examination  of  the  field  in  every 
part ;  my  own  imperfect  knowledge  assisted  by  most  of 
the  prominent  Federal  officers  who  were  engaged  there- 
in. 

The  "  Gettysburg  Battle-field  Memorial  Association  " 
had  sent  out  invitations  to  most  of  the  general  officers  of 
either  army  to  meet  at  Gettysburg,  August  24,  1869,  in 
a  sort  of  friendly  reunion,  to  fraternize  generally,  and 
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to  establisli  by  mutual  consent  the  various  lines  of  battle 
and  situation  of  troops  in  tliis  important  historical  event, 
No  matter  what  the  ulterior  object  of  this  association,  or 
of  any  other  association  connected  with  it,  the  ostensible 
object  was  sufficiently  accomplished,  in  fixing  accurately 
the  positions  of  the  different  commands  of  the  Federal 
army,  by  examination  of  the  field  and  consultations  of 
those  officers  present,  who  participated  in  the  engage- 
ments. There  was  no  general  officer  of  the  late  Confede- 
rate army  there,  and  consequently  no  effort  made  to 
establish  the  positions  of  those  troops  by  any  landmarks. 
Whether  it  be  desirable  that  these  landmarks  of  an  inter- 
necine war  should  be  perpetuated,  or  obliterated,  I  do 
not  pretend  to  discuss  ;  but  am  satisfied,  from  what  I 
saw,  that  much  good  might  have  been  effected  in  a  polit- 
ical point  of  view,  if  there  had  been  a  number  of  prom- 
inent Confederate  officers  present  at  this  meeting.  The 
spirit  of  reconciliation  evinced  was  certainly  commen- 
dable on  the  one  side,  and  I  believe  would  have  been 
responded  to  on  the  other.  Several  Confederate  generals 
had  expressed  a  disposition  and  intention  to  attend,  but 
were  prevented  by  various  causes ;  and  the  press  through- 
out the  country  attempted  to  throw  ridicule  upon  the 
meeting,  as  if  gotten  up  for  purposes  of  speculation. 
This  by  way  of  introduction. 

About  June  29,  1863,  Gen.  Lee's  army  was  thus  placed 
in  Pennsylvania  :  Ewell's  Corps,  composed  of  Early's, 
Edward  Johnston's,  and  Rode's    Divisions,  was  in  the 

neighborhood  of  Carlisle  and  Yerk.     Longstreet's  Corps, 

a* 
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composed  of  Pickett's,  McLaw's,  and  Hood's  Divisions, 
and  A.  P.  Hill's  Corps,  consisting  of  Richard  H.  Ander- 
son's, Pender's,  and  Heth's  Divisions,  were  at  and  about 
Cliarabersburg ;  Gen.  Lee  with  them. 

From  these  points  the  whole  army  was  moved  on  that 
day  towards  Gettysburg,  \^'ith  the  exception  of  Pickett's 
Division,  which  was  left  at  Chambersburg  until  the 
morning  of  July  2d.  Hill's  Corps,  in  advance,  followed 
by  the  other  two  divisions  of  Longstreet,  moved  on  the 
road  from  Chambersburg  to  Gettysburg.  From  want  of 
information,  it  is  said  through  his  cavalry  failing  to  keep 
up  communication  with  him,  Gen.  Lee  was  not  advised  of 
the  position  or  exact  movements  of  the  enemy  ;  nor,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  the  Federal  commander  any  more  clear 
as  to  the  movements  or  intentions  of  Lee ;  so  that  tlie 
advance  of  the  two  armies  may  be  said  to  have  literally 
stumbled  upon  each  other  at  Gettysburg.  It  is  not  be- 
lieved that  it  was  the  design  of  either  commander  to 
have  fought  a  battle  at  that  point,  but  the  positions  of 
their  armies  rendered  it  a  necessary  consequence.  Heth's 
Division,  the  advance  of  Hill's  Corps,  reached  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Gettysburg  on  the  30th,  when  Gen.  Heth, 
learning  that  there  was  no  force  of  the  enemy  in  the 
town,  sent  one  of  his  brigades,  Pettigrew's,  to  go  into 
the  place  for  the  purpose  of  securing  some  shoes  for  his 
men.  Upon  reconnoissance,  Gen.  Pettigrew  reported  that 
there  were,  apparently,  some  troops  of  the  enemy  there, 
and  asked  whether  he  should  advance  upon  the  town. 
Gen.  Heth  did  not  deem  it  advisable  at  that  moment.    On 
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the  next  clay,  July  1st,  when  the  corps  had  come  up,  Hetli's 
Division,  supported  by  Pender's,  was  moved  forward  on 
tlie  town,  and  first  struck  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
Buford's  cavalry,  about  two  miles  in  front  of  Gettys- 
burg, on  the  Chambersburg  road.  Tliis  cavalry  was 
soon  driven  back  upon  the  infantry  columns  advancing  to 
their  support,  and  a  spirited  action  at  once  commenced. 
Meantime  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  to  the  command 
of  which  Gen.  Meade  had  just  succeeded  Gen,  Hooker, 
had  been  watching  and  awaiting  the  movements  of  Lee's 
army  in  the  Cumberland  valley,  and  was  now  advancing 
speedily  upon  the  Emmettsburg  and  Taneytown  roads, 
which  converge  in  the  south-eastern  suburb  of  Gettys- 
burg. Thus  the  two  armies  were,  almost  without  notice, 
thrown  face  to  face,  and  a  general  engagement  became 
unavoidable.  Heth's  Division,  composed  of  Pettigrew's, 
Archer's,  Joe  Davis'  and  Brockenbrough's  Brigades,  sup- 
ported by  Pender's  Division,  at  once  encountered  the 
First  Corps  of  the  enemy,  commanded  by  Gen.  Reynolds, 
and  became  heavily  engaged,  but  succeeded  in  driving 
him  back  over  the  Seminary  Ridge,  and  into  the  town. 
This  was  efiected  with  heavy  loss,  however,  to  both 
attacking  divisions  ;  to  Heth's  especially.  Gen.  Pender 
was  mortally  wounded ;  Heth  was  severely  wounded  ; 
Gen.  Archer  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  The 
loss  in  officei-s  and  men,  in  this  brilliant  and  successful 
attack,  was  terrible  ;  but  the  first  point  was  attained. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  also  heavy;  Gen.  Reynolds, 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  generals  of  the  Federal 
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army,  was  killed,  early  in  the  action,  while  forming  his 
line  of  battle  ou  Seminary  Ridge. 

Meanwhile  the  advance  of  Ewell's  Corps,  Rode's  Di- 
vision, was  coming  up  on  the  Carlisle  road  ;  and  Early's 
and  Edward  Johnston's  Divisions,  on  the  York  and  Har- 
risburg  roads,  which  enter  Gettysburg  on  the  north. 
Rode's  Division,  co-operating  with  Heth's  and  Pender's 
attack  in  front,  struck  the  enemy  in  flank,  thus  assisting 
in  driving  him  in  confusion  into  the  eastern  pai't  of  the 
town,  and  thence  on  to  Culp's  Hill,  a  sti'ong  position, 
commanding  the  Baltimore  turnpike  and  whole  surround- 
ing country.  Rode's  Division  occupied  the  greater  part 
of  the  town  itself.     This  finished  the  first  day's  fighting. 

It  has  been  argued  that,  if  this  early  success  had  been 
followed  up  at  once,  Gen.  Meade  could  never  have  se- 
cured the  admirable  position  he  subsequently  occupied 
and  held  on  Cemetery  Hill  and  Ridge.  Culp's  Hill,  the 
key  of  the  whole  position,  was  at  one  time  partially 
taken  by  direct  assault,  and  for  some  time  held  by 
Edward  Johnson's  Division,  but  finally  he  was  forced  to 
give  it  up,  Early's  Division  held  Wolfs  Hill,  just  oppo- 
site Culp's,  and  a  portion  of  Johnson's  Division,  Walker's 
Brigade,  actually  crossed  the  Baltimore  turnpike,  en- 
tirely in  the  rear  of  Culp's  Hill,  and  of  the  force  of  the 
enemy  holding  it.  This  was  on  the  morning  of  July 
2d,  All  this  while  Gen,  Meade  was  moving  his  army  to 
the  south  of  Culp's  Hill  and  in  rear  of  Cemetery  Ridge, 
on  the  right,  and  to  the  greater  and  less  Round   Top 
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mountains  on  the  extreme  left.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
2d,  Longstreet's  two  divisions,  Hood's  and  McLaw's, 
being  well  up  on  the  Chambersburg  road,  near  Cashtown, 
moved  across  to  the  Emmettsburg  road,  and  struck  the 
enemy's  left,  Sickles'  Corps,  in  front  of  the  Round  Tops, 
Longstreet  had  waited  impatiently  for  the  arrival  of 
Pickett's  Division,  which  was  at  that  time  toiling  up 
from  Chambersburg,  having  left  that  place  at  daylight 
that  morning,  accomplishing  a  march  of  twenty-odd 
miles  by  two  o'clock  in  the  day.  Longstreet  was  very 
unwilling  to  make  the  attack  without  his  whole  corps, 
but  was  forced  to  do  so  at  a  veiy  late  hour  in  the  after- 
noon. A  very  gallant  and  hardly-contested  figlit  was 
then  made  for  the  possession  of  the  Round  Tops,  a  most 
important  position  to  be  secured  and  held  by  either  side  ; 
but,  after  a  stubborn  struggle,  which  lasted  until  far  into 
the  niglit,  liaving  driven  the  enemy  across  the  Emmetts- 
burg road  and  through  the  celebrated  j^each-orchard,  he 
was  obliged  to  fall  back,  leaving  the  enemy  in  possession 
of  the  Round  Top,  which  he  subsequently  made  good  use 
of.  Here  again,  if  this  attack  had  been  fully  sustained 
and  successful.  Gen.  Meade's  position  would  have  been 
completely  turned,  and  he  forced  to  abandon  his  strong 
point  of  resistance  at  Gettysburg.  To  thoroughly  com- 
prehend this  hypothesis,  it  is  only  necessary  to  examine 
a  map  of  the  locality ;  and  such  a  map  has  been  cai'efully 
and  correctly  prepared  by  Col.  Batchelder,  to  which  the 
public  have  access.  It  is  an  isometrical  map,  showing 
the  exact  position  of  the  forces  at  the  time,  and  the  pecu- 
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liar  situation  of  Meade's  lines.  It  has  been  described, 
by  some,  as  being  almost  in  the  shape  of  a  horseshoe, 
but  this  is  rather  an  exaggeration.  It  was  more  in  the 
shape  of  an  irregular  "  S  "  horizontally  placed,  or  a  fish- 
hook, the  stem  -running  from  the  Round  Top,  on  the  left, 
bulging  to  the  front  at  Cemetery  Hill,  and  curving  back 
around  Gulp's  Hill  to  the  barb,  in  rear  of  his  extreme 
right.  Thus  Lee's  line,  confronting,  had  almost  sur- 
rounded the  position  ;  and,  spread  out  in  this  way,  must 
have  described  an  irregular  arc  of  some  six  or  seven 
miles,  to  which  the  broken  line  of  the  Federal  army  was 
a  corresponding  chord  of  one-third  the  distance.  In 
truth,  so  nearly  was  Meade's  position  surrounded,  that 
you  might  have  almost,  to  use  a  strong  expression,  "  sent 
a  cloth-yard  shaft "  from  Edward  Johnson's  men,  on  the 
Baltimore  road,  to  Hood's  skirmishers,  in  rear  of  the 
Round  Top. 

While  Longstreet  was  making  his  attack  on  the  right, 
a  diversion  was  made  on  the  centre  by  a  portion  of  HiU's 
Corps.     This  ended  the  second  day's  conflict. 

On  the  morning  of  July  3d,  there  was  some  heavy 
fighting,  but  of  short  duration,  on  the  left  of  our  lines, 
about  Culp's  Hill,  and  at  the  same  time  the  three  bri- 
gades of  Pickett's  Division  present,  Armistead's,  Gar- 
nett's,  and  Kemper's,  were  moved  to  the  front  and  centre 
of  Meade's  position,  on  the  Gettysburg  heights.  Having 
tried  the  left  and  right  flank  of  the  enemy  unsuccessfully, 
it  seems  that  Gen.  Lee  had  now  determined  to  try  to 
break  through  his  centre.     To  lead  in  this  work.   Pick- 
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ett's  Men,  who  had  bivouacked,  the  night  before,  some 
four  or  five  miles  from  the  battle-field,  after  their  long 
march  from  Chambersbiirg,  and  had  not  yet  been  en- 
gaged, were  selected.  Moving  down. Willoughby's  Run, 
they  formed  line  of  battle,  about  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  immediately  in  front,  and  a  little  to  the  left,  of 
Meade's  centre.  Hancock's  Corps  held  the  centre  on 
Cemetery  Ridge,  with  Howard's  Corps  on  his  right, 
and  Sedgewick's,  Sykes',  and  Sickles'  on  the  left.  The 
celebrated  charge  of  Pickett's  Men  on  this  disastrous 
day  I  have  heretofore  imperfectly  described  in  detail, 
and  will  not  repeat  here.  Upon  getting  in  full  view 
of  the  enemy's  position,  the  line  of  attack  was  natu- 
rally directed  against  the  highest  point  and  apparent 
centre  of  the  enemy.  Thus  their  movement  across  the 
open  field  was  necessarily  a  considerable  oblique  to  the 
left  on  their  first  front.  A  small  clump  of  trees  made 
the  enemy's  centre  a  prominent  point  of  direction. 

It  has  since  been  ascertained  that  if  Pickett's  com- 
mand had  been  fortunately  moved  directly  to  the  front, 
or  still  more  to  the  right,  it  would  have  struck  the  weak- 
est point  of  the  enemy's  line,  about  the  left  of  Hancock's 
Corps,  and  near  the  spot  where  that  general  was  wounded 
early  in  the  action.  But  this  could  not  be  possibly 
known  at  that  moment.  The  ascent  from  the  point  of 
their  coming  under  fire  to  the  enemy's  front  line,  I  find 
upon  subsequent  examination  of  the  ground,  is  not  so 
precipitous  as  it  appeared  to  me  on  the  day  of  battle, 
but  it  is  gradual  and  heavy,  enduring  for  fully  three- 
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quarters  of  a  7nile  over  the  open  field  to  the  Einmettsbiirg 
road,  which  runs  nearly  parallel  to,  and  about  forty 
or  fifty  paces  in  front  of,  Hancock's  line.  This  ground 
is  intersected  by  a  number  of  stiiF  post  and  rail  fences, 
which  the  men  had  to  climb  in  their  advance.  Under 
these  disadvantages  it  is  not  surprising  that  our  divis- 
ion loss  should  have  been  so  heavy,  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  number  carried  in ;  but  almost  incredible 
how  they  stood  up  to  such  work,  how  they  actually  car- 
ried the  first  line  of  the  enemy,  and,  for  a  brief  time, 
were  successful  in  the  assault.  Suffice  it,  that  we  do  not 
claim  a  particle  more  credit  for  the  action,  than  is  ac- 
corded by  the  enemy  who  opposed  us.  They  can  scarcely 
believe  that  the  attacking  force  was  really  so  small. 
I  went  over  the  ground  with  several  of  the  general  and 
6tafi"-officers  of  the  command  defending  this  position.  I 
was  pointed  out  the  very  spot  where  the  gallant  Gen. 
Armistead  mounted  the  stone  wall,  waving  his  hat  to  his 
men  ;  and  from  whence  he  fell,  mortally  wounded,  within 
the  enemy's  line ;  and  this  by  the  Federal  officer  who 
had  him  carried  to  the  rear,  who  received  his  last  re- 
quests, and  took  charge  of  his  personal  effi^cts,  to  be 
conveyed  to  his  family. 

Although  I  knew  about  the  spot  where  Garnett  fell, 
killed  instantly,  it  could  not  be  exactly  designated  by 
any  of  these  officers.  Gen.  Hunt,  chief  of  artillery  on 
that  field,  an  old  companion  and  friend  of  Garnett,  in 
the  United  States  Army,  told  me  that  he  made  diligent 
search  in  person,  for  Garnett's  body,  the  day  after  the 
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battle,  but  could  not  identify  it.  He  remained  unrecog 
nized  by  any  one,  among  the  many  dead,  and  was  doubt- 
less buried  in  the  trenches  near  the  spot  where  he  fell. 
The  bodies  of  our  Cols.  Hodges  and  Edmonds  were  iden- 
tified by  papers  found  on  their  persons,  and  buried  in  the 
same  manner.  Those  who  were  mortally  wounded,  and 
died  subsequently  in  the  field  hospital,  were  buried  sep- 
arately and  their  graves  marked.  I  think  Cols.  Williams 
and  Magruder  were  among  this  number.  The  horrors  of 
this  once  bloody  battle-field  have  been  long  since  oblit- 
erated ;  crops  of  grain  are  now  flourishing  in  this  soil, 
saturated  with  precious  blood ;  but  the  exact  situation 
of  these  hastily  opened,  and  as  hastily  closed,  trenches 
of  the  dead  is  sufficiently  well  indicated. 

The  curiosity-seeker  will  find  no  upturned  bones,  or 
"desecrated  remains,"  staring  him  in  the  face,  and  few 
trophies  of  any  sort  to  reward  his  search. 

There  are  still  thousands  of  bullet-marks  on  the  houses 
and  fences  ;  and  mended  fractures  in  walls  and  chimneys, 
on  every  side,  mark  the  destruction  by  shot  and  shell. 
At  one  point  of  the  battle-field,  especially,  I  hav.e  never 
seen  elsewhere  such  evidence  of  a  close  infantry  conflict. 
On  the  north-east  side  of  Culp's  Hill,  the  forest  trees  are 
completely  riddled  with  musket-balls ;  so  much  so,  that 
all  of  the  large  trees  are  literally  killed  by  the  sajjping 
of  their  eternal  life  and  excoriation  by  the  shot. 

The  vast  Union  cemetery  at  Gettysburg,  with  its  im- 
posing monument,  and  thousands  of  graves,  will  be  a 
lastinjx  memento  of  this  greatest  and  most  decisive  battle 
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of  tlie  war.     No  one  will  doubt  that  here  was  the  grand 
turning-point  of  the  struggle. 

Success  for  the  Confederate  arms  on  this  one  great 
field  would  have  gone  very  far,  if  not  the  whole  distance, 
towards  the  practical  ending  of  the  war.  The  army  of 
the  Potomac,  thoroughly  beaten  at  this  point,  would 
have  left  Baltimore  and  Washington  in  the  hands  of 
Gen.  Lee.  Recognition  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  by 
foreign  powers  would  have,  most  probably,  followed 
immediately,  and  a  peace  have  been  concluded  within 
ninety  days — the  period  first  allowed  by  the  govern- 
ment for  the  duration  of  the  "  Rebellion."  Neither  was 
it  then  known,  nor  yet  has  it  been  told,  how  near  the 
first  of  these  propositions  was  to  realization. 

Upon  the  various  speculations  as  to  what  might  have 
been  done,  and  the  probable  results  of  events  unaccom- 
plished, I  have  little  to  say.  The  deductions  of  a  mere 
cilizen-soldier  are  of  no  valuable  consideration.  It  has 
been  contended  that  a  more  concentrated  attack  upon 
either  of  Meade's  flanks  would  have  forced  him  to  aban- 
don his  strong  position  at  Gettysburg.  Be  this  as  it 
may ;  I  have  sufficiently  high  authority  to  induce  me  to 
believe  now  that  if  the  desperate  attack  made  upon  his 
centre  had  been  fully  sustained,  as  Gen.  Lee  intended 
it,  the  line  would  have  been  thoroughly  broken  through 
at  that  point ;  and  the  army  of  the  Potomac  cut  in  half. 
It  has  been  generally  understood  in  the  Southern  Army, 
that  Gen.  Meade  had  massed  his  tx'oops  on  the  centre  to 
meet  the  expected  attack,  but  I  am  satisfied  now  that 
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be  could  not  have  spared  from  his  menaced  flanks  any 
considerable  force,  to  have  strongly  reinforced,  or  to 
have  been  held  in  reserve,  of  Hancock's  main  line. 

Let  any  one  examine  Batchelder's  map,  heretofore  re- 
ferred to,  whereon  the  exact  positions  of  the  different 
Federal  commands  are  marked,  which  positions,  by  means 
of  this  assembly  of  officers  at  Gettysburg,  have  been 
made  a  matter  of  ascertained  history,  and,  I  think,  this 
assumption  of  fact  will  be  sustained.  I  could  mark  out 
upon  this  map,  also,  the  point  to  which  Pickett's  hand- 
ful of  men  penetrated,  and  where,  I  believe,  had  they 
been  supported  by  one  or  two  more  good  brigades,  that 
portion  of  the  lines  would  have  been  fully  carried.  This 
opinion,  I  know,  was  entertained  by  many  of  the  officers 
who  were  in  that  charge,  and  captured  within  the  lines 
of  the  enemy. 

Whereas  this  repulse  of  Lee's  army  was  a  crushing 
blow  to  the  success  of  the  campaign,  and  perhaps  deci- 
sive of  the  grand  struggle  of  the  South,  its  immediate 
results  were  by  no  means  a  complete  victory  for  the 
North.  Gen.  Lee  had  his  army  sufficiently  well  in  hand 
to  have  met  any  advance,  and  it  would  have  fared  badly, 
perhaps,  with  Gen.  Meade,  if  he  had  considered  his  army 
in  condition  to  have  followed  up  his  temporary  advan- 
tage. After  remaining  quietly  in  position,  awaiting  an 
attack,  during  July  4,  Lee  withdrew  his  army  steadily 
and  slowly  over  his  own  ground,  even  bringing  off 
Ewell's  Corps  from  the  extreme  left,  without  molestation. 
Pursuing:  the  Fairfield  road  and  crossing  the  South 
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Mountain,  he  halted  again  between  Hagerstown  and 
Williarasport,  where  he  threw  up  entrenchments,  and  in- 
vited an  attack  from  Gen.  Meade  for  several  days.  The 
Potomac  River  being  too  much  swollen  to  permit  pas- 
sage by  ford,  at  Williamsport,  Lee  crossed  his  army 
into  Virginia,  on  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Falling  Waters, 
without  further  loss  ;  safely  convoying  his  four  thousand 
prisoners  in  advance. 

Thus  was  concluded  the  Pennsylvania  campaign  of 
1863;  a  bold  and  well  conceived  movement,  though  un- 
successful in  its  results. 


APPENDIX. 


APPEl^DIX. 


list  of  general,  field,  and  staff  officebs  of 
Pickett's  division. 

Major-Gen.  George  E.  Pickett,  commanding,  wounded, 

Gaine's  Mill,  1862. 
Major  Charles  Pickett,  A.  A.  Gen.,  wounded,  Frazer's 

Farm,  1862. 
Major  Walter  Harrison,  A.  A.  and  Ins.-Gen.,  Lieut. -Col. 

46th  Infantry,  1862. 
Capt.    Robert   Johnston,  A.  A.  A.  Gen.,  Col.  cavalry, 

1861-2. 
Major  Charles  W.  Chanceller,  Chief  Surgeon,  1862-3. 
"      M.  M.  Lewis,  Chief  Surgeon,  1863-5. 
"      James  A.  McAlpine,  Medical  Inspector,  1864-5. 
"      R.  Taylor  Scott,  Chief  Q.  M, 
"      Horace  W.  Jones,  Chief  C.  S. 
Capt.  David  Meade,  Asst.  Q.  M. 

"      Thomas  P.  Wallace,  Asst.  Q.  M. 
«      Wm.  B.  Edmonds,  Asst.  Q.  M. 
"      A.  W.  Williams,  Paymaster  of  Division,  1864-5.. 
"     W.  Douglas  Stuart,  Chief  Engineer  Officer. 
First  Lieut.  John  S.  Morson,  Asst.  Engineer  Officer. 
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Capt.  Howe  P.  Cochran,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer,  1864-5. 
First  Lieut.  Samuel.  G.  Leitch,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer, 
1862-4. 
"        "     Edward  R.  Baird,  Aide-de-Camp. 
"        "     W.  Stuart  Symington,  Aide-de-Camp. 
"        "     Robert  A.  Bright,  Aide-de-Camp. 
"        "    I.  W.   Gossett,   2d   S.  C.  Infantry,  Provost 

Guard. 
"        "     F.  Brooke,  30th  Va.  Infantry,  Provost  Guard. 
Capt.  Raymond  Fairfax  (promoted   Major   1864),  l7th 
Va.  Infantry,  Pioneer  Corps. 
"     Charles  Floyd,  Asst.  Q.  M.,  1861,  Division  Sutler. 

ORDERLIES   AND   COURIERS   AT   DIVISION   HEADQUARTERS. 

HaiTie  Hough,  l7th  Va.,  Chief  Clerk. 

Richard  Avery,  Asst.  Chief  Clerk. 

Robert  Hempston,  Orderly. 

Thomas  R.  Friend,  Orderly. 

James  Ryals,  Orderly. 

Martin  Van  Buren  Campbell,  Orderly. 

George  Stultz,  24th  Va.,  Orderly. 

GARNETT's    BRIGADE. 

Brig.-Gen.  Richard  B.  Garnett,  killed,  Gettysburg,  July 
3,  1863. 
"         Eppa  Hunton,  wounded,  Gettysburg,  July  3, 
1863. 
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Capt.  Charles  F.  Linthicum,  A.  A.  G.,  killed,  Cold  Har- 
bor, 1864. 
"     Edmund  C.  Fitzhugh,  A.  A.  G.,  wounded,  Hatch- 
er's Run,  1865. 
"     James  D.  Mclntyre,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  1862,  Fh-st  Lieut. 

19th  Va.  Infantry. 
"     Henry  D.  Dan  forth,  A.  A.  A,  G.  and  Ordnance 

Officer. 
"     Charles  F.  Berkeley,  A.  Inspector.  First  Lieut.  8th 
Va.  Infantry. 
Major  Sam'l  A.  McConkey,  Chief  Surgeon. 
"      S.  Longwith  Lewis,  Chief  Q.  M,  1861-2. 
"      George  T.  Jones,  Chief  Q.  M,  1862-5. 
"      James  Johnson,  Chief  C.  S. 
First  Lieut.  John  Simpkins   Jones,  A.  D.  C,  wounded, 
Cold  Harbor,  1864, 
"        "        Thomas  R.  Harrison,  A.  D.  C,  wounded  and 

taken  prisoner,  Gettysburg. 
«        «       J.  C.  Griswold,  A.  A.  D.  C,  1864. 
«        "       W.  S.  Fowler,  Vol.  A.  D.  C. 

AEMISTEAP'S   BRIGADE. 

Brig.-Gen.  Lewis  A.  Armistead,  killed,  Gettysburg,  July 
3,  1863. 
"         Seth  M.  Barton,  commanding,  1863-4. 
"          George  H.  Stewart,  commanding,  1864-5. 
Capt.  James  D.  Darden,  A.  A.  Gen.,  wounded,  Gettys- 
burg, 1863. 
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Capt.  Peyton  Randolph,  A.  Inspector,  promoted  Majol 
Engineers,  1863. 
"      Wm.  L.  Randolph,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer. 
Majors  J.  K.  McAlpine  and  Jno.  Spottswood  Welford, 
Surgeons. 
«      R.  H.  Carter,  Chief  Q.  M. 
"     W.  H.  Herbert,  Chief  C.  S. 
First  Lieut.  W.  Keith  Armistead,  A.  D.  C. 


KEMPER  S    EEIGADE. 

Brig.-Gen.  James  L.  Kemper,  severely  wounded,  Gettys- 
burg, 1863. 
"  William    R.     Terry,    commanding,    1863-5, 

wounded,  Gettysburg,  1863. 
Capt.  William  O.  Fry,  A.  A,  Gen.,  wounded,  Gettysburg, 
1863. 
"      Thomas  Gordon  Pollock,  A.  Ins.,  killed,  Gettys- 
burg, 1863. 
First  Lieut.  George  E,  Geiger,  A.  D.  C,  killed,  Gettys- 
burg, 1803. 
Capt.  Herbert  Bryant,  A,  A.  Gen.,  1864-5,  wounded. 
"      William  Gait  Allen,  A.  A.  Ins.,  1864,  wounded. 
"      Kinlock  Nelson,  Ordnance  Officer. 
First  Lieut.  Valentine  Harris,  A.  D.  C,  killed,  Sailor's 

Creek,  April,  1865. 
Major  Chai'les  B.  Morton,  Chief  Surgeon. 
«      N.  R.  Crisler,  Q.  M. 
«      James  W.  Green,  C.  S. 
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corse's  brigade. 

Brig.-Geu.  Montgomery  D.  Corse,  wounded,  Second  Man- 
assas and  Sharpsburg. 
Capt.  Philip  B.  Hooe,  A.  A.  Gen. 

"      Randolph   Harrison   (of  Clifton),  A.  Ins.,  1862-3, 

wounded,  and  died  in  service. 
"      Charles  U.  Williams. 
First  Lieut.  Fenton  M.  Henderson,  Ordnance  Officer. 
"         "      Herbert  Bryant,  A.  D.  C,  1862-3,  wounded, 
and  promoted  A.  A.  G. 
"      Philip  N.  Page,  A.  D.  C,  1864-5.     . 
Major  Wm.  Henry  Shield,  Chief  Surgeon. 
"      R  H.  Turner,  Chief  Q.  M.,  1863-4. 
«       W.  C.  N.  Carr,  Chief  Q.  M.,  1864-5. 
"       V.  M.  Brown,  Chief  C.  S. 
Capt.  H.  B.  Taliafeno,  A.  C.  S. 


FIELD    OFFICERS    OP    REGIMENTS. 

1st  Virginia. 

Cols. — P.  T.  Moore,  wounded  at  Bull  Run,  July,  1861, 
and  promoted  Brig.-Gen. ;  Lewis  B.  Williams,  Jr., 
killed,  Gettysburg,  July  3,  1863  ;  Frederic  G. 
Skinner,  Avounded,  Second  Manassas,  and  disabled. 

Lieut.-Cols.— William  H,  Fry,  1861 ;  Frank  H.  Langley, 
wounded,  and  commanding  regiment,  1862-5. 
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Majors — John  Dooley,  died  since  war ;  Wm.  H.  Palmer, 
wounded,  and  promoted  A.  A.  G,,  Hill's  Corps; 
George  Norton,  wounded,  Gettysburg,  1863,  served 
through  war. 

3d  Virginia. 

Cols.  —  Roger   A.  Pryor,    promoted    Brig. -Gen.,    1862; 

Joseph  Mayo,  Jr.,  wounded,  Gettysburg. 
Lieut.-Cols.— A.  D.  Colcott,  killed,  Gettysburg ;  Wm.  H. 

Pryor. 
Major  John  D.  Whitehead. 

^th   Virginia. 

Cols. — James  L.  Kemper,  promoted  Brig.-Gen,,  1862, 
Major-Gen.,  1864;  W.  Tazewell  Patton,  killed, 
Gettysburg;  C.  C.  Floweree,  1863-5. 

Lieut.-Cols.  —  Lewis  B.  Williams,  Jr.  ;  C.  Swindler, 
wounded  and  prisoner,  Gettysburg. 

Major  J.  Popham. 

8<A  Virginia. 

Colg^Eppa  Hunton,  promoted  Bi-ig.-Gen,,  1863;  Nor- 
bourne  Berkeley,  wounded,  Gettysburg. 

Lieut.-Col.  Edmund  Berkeley,  wounded,  Gettysburg. 

Majors — Wm,  N.  Berkeley,  wounded,  Gettysburg ;  

Swift,  killed,  Seven  Pines. 

9th  Virginia. 

Cols. — David  Goodwin  ;  J.  Owens,  killed,  Gettysburg ; 
J.  J.  Philips,  wounded. 
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Lieut.-Col.  J.  C.  Gilliam. 
Major Richardson. 

Wth  Virginia. 
Cols. — Samuel  Garland,  promoted  Brig.-Gen,,  and  killed, 

Boonsborongb,  1862  ;  David  Funsten,  Maurice  S. 

Langliorne,  and  Kirk  Otey,  all  wounded. 
Lieut.-Col.  J.  Holmes  Smith. 
Majors — Carter   II.   Harrison,   killed,  Bull   Run,   1861  ; 

Daniel  A.  Langliorne. 

nth  Virginia. 
Cols. — James   G.  Hodges,  killed,  Gettysburg ;  William 

White,  wounded,  Gettysburg. 
Lieut.-Col.  W.  W.  Wood,  wounded,  Gettysburg. 
Major  Robert  Poore,  killed,  Gettysburg. 

\5th    Virginia. 

Col.  Thomas  P.  August,  wounded  and  disabled,  Malvern 
Hill,  1862. 

Lieut.-Cols. — Wm.  Dabney  Stuart,  promoted,  and  killed, 
Gettysburg  ;  James  R.  Chrenshaw  ;  Thos.  G.  Pey- 
ton ;  St.  George  Tucker,  died  in  service  ;  E.  M. 
Morrison.;  T.  G.  Peyton. 

Majors — John  Stuart  Walker, killed,  Malvern  Hill;  John 
D.  Munford ;  Hammett  C.  Clark. 

\1th  Virginia 
Cols, — M.  D.  Corse,  promoted  Brig.-Gen.,  1862  ;  Morton 
Marye,  wounded  and  disabled,  1862  ;  Artjiur  Her- 
bert. 
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Lieut.-Cols. — David  Funsten,  wounded  ;  Wm.  Manford ; 

Graysou  Tyler. 
Majors — George  Brent ;  R.  H.  Simpson,  killed,  Drewry's 

Farm ;  Raymond  Fairfax. 

\^th    Virginia. 

Cols. — Robert  E,  Withers,  wounded  and  disabled,  Gaine's 

Mill ;  Henry  A.  Carrington,  wounded. 
Lieut.-Col.  George  C.  Cabell. 
Major  Edmund  R.  Cocke. 

\9th  Virginia. 

Cols,  —  Armistead  Rust,  1861;  J.  B.  Strange,  killed, 
Sharpsburg,  1862;  Henry  Gantt,  wounded,  Gettys- 
burg. 

Lieut.-Cols.— G.  W.  Can- ;  John  T.  Ellis,  killed,  Gettys- 
burg ;  Charles  S.  Peyton,  wounded,  Gettysburg, 
after  having  lost  an  arm  previously ;  Bennett 
Taylor,  wounded,  Gettysburg. 

Major  Waller  M.  Boyd. 

2Uh  Virginia. 

Cols. — Jubal  A.  Early,  wounded,  and  pi'omoted  Lieut.- 
Gen. ;  Wra.  R.  Terry,  wounded,  and  promoted 
Brig.-Gen. ;  Richard  L.  Maury,  wounded,  Drew- 
ry's Farm,  and  disabled,  1 864. 

Lieut.-Cols. — Peter  Hairston ;  J.  A.  Hambrick,  killed, 
Drewry's  Farm  ;  Wra.  W.  Bentley. 
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2Sth  Virginia. 
Cols.— Robert  F.  Preston,  1861;   Robert  Allen,  killerl, 

Gettysburg;   Wm.  Watts,  1868-5. 
Lieut.-Cols.— Sam'l  B.  Paul,  1861;  Wm.  L.  Wingfield. 
Major  M.  P.  Spessard. 

2%th  Virginia. 

Cols. — Austin  Moore;  James  Giles. 
Majors — Haines;  Brewster;  both  killed. 

ZQth  Virginia. 
Cols.— R.  Milton  Gary,  1861;  Archy  T.  Harrison;  Rob- 
ert S.  Chew. 
Lieut. -Col.  J.  M.  Gouldin. 
Majors — Wm.  S.  Barton,  1861 ;  R.  O.  Peatross. 

32J  Virginia. 
Col.  Edgar  B.  Montague. 
Lieut.-Col.   W.  R.  Willis. 
Major  Baker  P.  Lee. 

38^/i  Virginia. 
Cols. — E.   C.   Edmonds,  killed,  Gettysburg  ;  -George  K. 

Griggs. 
Lieut.-Cols. — Powhatan  B.  Whittle,  wounded,  and  made 

Col.    Military   Court ;    Joseph  C.   Cabell,  killed, 

Drewry's  Farm,  1864. 

53f?  Virginia. 
Cols.— Hitrrison  B.  Tomlin,  1861  ;  J.  Grammer  ;  Wm.  R. 
Aylett,  wounded,  Gettysburg. 
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Lieut.-Cols. — E.  B.  Montague ;  Raleigh  W.  Martin. 

Majors — H»  A.  Edmondson ',    J.   C.  Timberlake ;    

Ramsey. 

56^/i    Virginia. 

Cols.— W.  D.  Stuart,  killed,  Gettysburg  ;  AVm.  K  Green, 
wounded ;  Peyton  P.  Slaughter,  wounded  and  dis- 
abled, Gaine's  Mill. 

Lieut. -Col.  Tim  Smith. 

Major  J.  B.  McPhail. 

57^ A  Virginia. 

Cols. — Leuas  A.  Armistead,  promoted;  E,  F.  Keene;  J. 
B.  Magruder,  killed,  Gettysburg  ;  and  C.  R,  Fon- 
taine. 

Lieut.-Col.  B.  F.  Wade,  killed,  Gettysburg. 

Major  W.  Hickman. 


FIELD    AND    COMPANY    OFFICERS     OP    THE    38TH    BATT^VLION 
VIRGINIA    ARTILLERY. 

Major  James  Dearing,  Chief  of  Artillery,  1862-3,  promot- 
ed Brig.-Gen.  cavalry,  1864,  and  killed,  April  6, 
1865. 
"     J,  W.  P.  Reade,  wounded,  Gettysburg,  and  pro- 
moted Lieut.-Col.,  1864. 
"      Robert  M.  Stribling,  1864-5. 
Adjt.  Thos.  LcAvis. 
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EICHMOISTD  FATETTE    ARTILLERT,    OR    MACOn's    BATTERY. 

Capt.  H.  Coalter  Cabell,  promoted  Col.  artillery. 

"     Mile^C.  Macon,  killed,  Appomattox,  April,  1865. 
First  Lieut,  W.  J.  Clopton,  promoted  Capt.,  1865. 
"         "      MatthewP.  Taylor,  1861. 
"         «      W.  W.  Jones. 
"         "      Ben.  Robinson. 
Second  Lieut.  Peyton  Johnston,  Jr.,  killed,  Cold  Harbor, 
1864. 
«         "     Robert  R.  Fleming. 


HAMPDEN,    OR     CASKIE  S,    BATTERY. 

Capt.  Lawrence  S.  Marye,  1861. 

"     Wm.  H.  Caskie,  1862-4,  promoted  Major  artillery. 

"      J.  E.  Sullivan,  1864-5. 
First  Lieut.  James  Pleasants,  promoted  Capt.  ordnance. 

"        "      David   S.    Watson,  M.D.,  promoted   Major, 
Surgeon  cavalry. 

"        "      Alfred  R.  Courtney,  promoted  Major  artil- 
lery. 

«        «      Theodore  C.  Duvall. 

"        "      George  C.  Thomas,  died  in  service. 

«        «     Thomas  B.  McCurdy. 

"        "      Samuel  Chapman. 

"        "     Lewis  Booker. 
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FAUQUIER   ARTILLERY,    OR    STRIBLING'S. 

Capt.  Robert.  M.  Stribling,  promoted  Major  of  battalion, 
1864. 

"      Wm.  C.  Marshall. 
First  Lieut.  James  H.  Kidwell,  1861-2. 

"         "      Wm.  N.  Green,  1861. 

"         "      Gray  Carroll,  1861-5. 

"         "      J.  M.  Rogers,  1861-2. 

"         "      T.  Marshall  Archer,  1862-4. 

Latham's,  dearixg's,  or  blount's,  oe  ltnchburg. 

Capt.  H.  Gray  Latham,  1861,  promoted  Major  and  Sur- 
geon. 
"     James  Dearing,  1862-3,  promoted  Brig.-Gen.  cav- 
alry, 1864. 
"     J.  R.  Blount,  1864-5. 
First  Lieut.  L  W.  Fowlkes. 
"        "      Davison. 
«        "      L.  Clarke  Leftwich. 
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A  UTHORIZED  U.  S.  Infantry  Tactics. 

For  the  Instruction,  Exercise,  and  Manoeuvres  of  the  Soldier,  a  Com- 
pany, Line  of  Skirmishers,  Battalion,  Brigade,  or  Corps  d'Armee. 
By  Brig.-Gen.  Silas  Casey,  U.  S.  A.  3  vols.,  24mo.  Cloth, 
lithographed  plates.      $2.50. 

Vol.  I. — School  of  the  Soldier ;  School  of  the  Company  ;  Instruc- 
tion for  Skirmishers. 

Vol.  II. — School  of  the  Battalion. 

Vol.  III. — Evolutions  of  a  Brigade;  Evolutions  of  a  Corps  d'Armee. 

"War  Depaktmekt,  "Washington,  Avgvet  11, 1862. 

The  System  of  Infantry  Tactics  prepared  bf  Brig.-Gen.  Silas  Casey,  U.  S.  A.,  having 
been  apjiroved  by  the  President,  is  adopted  for  the  instruction  of  the  Infantry  of  tlie  Ar- 
mies of  the  United  States,  whether  Regular,  Volunieer,  or  Militia,  with  the  following  modi 
fications,  viz. : 

First,  That  portion  which  requires  that  two  companies  shall  be  permanently  detached 
from  the  battalion  as  skirmishers,  will  be  suspended. 

Second,  In  Title  First,  Article  First,  the  following  will  be  substituted  for  Paragraph  6, 
viz. : 

"  A  regiment  is  composed  of  ten  companies,  which  will  be  habituallj'  posted  from  right 
to  left  in  the  following  order;  first,  si.xth,  fourth,  ninth,  third,  eighth,  fifth,  tenth,  seventh, 
second,  according  to  the  rank  of  Captain."  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  Wor. 

orris's  Infantry   Tactics. 


Comprising  the  School  of  the  Soldier,  School  of  the  Company,  In- 
struction for  Skirmishers,  School  of  the  Battalion,  Evolutions  of 
the  Brigade,  and  Directions  for  Manoeuvring  the  Division  and 
the  Corps  d'Armee.  By  Brig.-Gen.  William  H.  Morris, 
U.  S.  Vols.,  and  late  U.  S.  Second  Infantry.  2  vols.  24mo, 
cloth.      $2.oo. 

•  ♦  *  "Geni>ral  Morris's  work  on  '  Infantry  Tactics,' is  one  of  the  most  valuable  of 
the  numerous  compilations  of  the  kind  which  have  appeared  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war.  *  »  *  The  manner  in  which  instructions  are  conveyed,  is  entitled  to  the 
highest  praise.  It  is  divested  of  all  superfluities  of  language,  and  is  terse,  clear,  and  easily 
comprehensible." — N.  Y.  Herald. 

*  *  *  "He  [Gen.  Morris]  has  preserved  the  grain  and  blown  awav  the  immense 
•mount  of  chaff  in  the  form  of  intricate  and  spectacular  evolutions." — K  Y.  Times. 

*  *  *  General  Morris,  after  consultation  with  distinguished  tacticians,  has  discarded 
many  of  the  details  heretofore  employetl  in  infantry  operations ;  every  thins  is  made  as  plain 
and  comprehensive  as  the  n.iture  of  the  subject  admits:  and  although  the  evolutions  and 
manoeuvres  which  he  sets  forth  are  especially  adapted  to  districts  wliere  the  ro.ads  are 
narrow  and  where  woods,  swamps,  and  other  obstacles  to  rapid  movements  abound,  the 
system  is  equally  applicable  to  an  open  country,  and,  indeed,  is  to  be  recommended  for 
general  use  on  account  of  its  superior  simplicity  and  the  celerity  of  movement  which  it 
bvoives."— JV.  Y.  Tribtme. 
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'coTT's  Military  Dictionary. 


Comprising  Technical  Definitions ;  Information  on  Raising  and 
Keeping  Troops ;  Actual  service,  including  makeshifts  and  im- 
proved materiel,  and  Law,  Government,  Regulation,  and  Admin- 
istration relating  to  Land  Forces.  By  Colonel  H.  L.  Scott, 
Inspector-General  U.  S.  A.  i  vol.,  large  octavo,  fully  illustra- 
ted, half  morocco,  $6;     Half  russia,  $8  ;  Full  morocco,  $10. 

"  It  is  a  complete  Enoyclopsedia  of  Military  Science,  and  fully  explains  every  thing  dis- 
covered in  the  art  of  war  up  to  the  present  time." — Philadelphia  Evening  Bulletin. 

"  It  should  be  made  a  text-book  for  the  study  of  every  volunteer." — Harijer's  Mag- 
asins. 

"  It  is  a  book  to  be  referred  to  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  to  be  consulted  at  leisure,  and 
to  be  read  with  deliberation.  It  reflects  honor  on  the  military  service  of  the  United  States^ 
and  gives  new  glory  to  one  of  the  noblest  of  the  names  connected  with  th."t  service."— 
Boston  Traveller. 

"This  book  is  really  an  Encyclopas.lia,  both  elementary  and  technical,  and  as  such  occu- 
pies a  g:ap  in  military  literature  which  has  long  been  most  inconveniently  vacant.  This 
hook  meets  a  present  popular  waut,  and  will  be  secured  not  only  by  those  embarking  in 
the  profession  but  by  a  ^rreat  number  of  civilians,  who  are  determined  to  follow  the  de- 
scriptions and  to  understand  the  philosophy  of  the  various  movements  of  the  campaign. 
Indeed,  no  tolerably  good  library  would  be  complete  without  the  work." — Xew  York 
Times. 

"Works  like  the  present  are  invaluable.  The  officers  of  our  Volunteer  service  would 
all  do  «  ell  to  possess  themselves  of  the  volume." — y.  Y.  Herald. 


OLAN'S  System  for  Training   Cavalry 
Horses. 

By  Kenner  Garrard,  Captain  Fifth  Cavalry,  U.  S.  A.    1  vol.,  l2mo, 
cloth.      24  Lithographed  plates.     $2.00. 

*  *  *  "'We  are  glad  when  competent  men  bring  forward  works  that  are  intended  to 
fiscilitate  the  formation  of  an  efl'ective  cavalry  force.  Of  this  class  is  Nolan's  System  Jo^r 
Training  Cavalry  Horses,  prepared  for  use  in  this  country,  by  Captain  Kenner  Garrard, 
U.  S.  A.  Captain  Nolan  was  distinguished  in  the  British  service  for  his  knowledge  of  the 
cavalry  arm,  and  for  his  general  talents.  As  the  work  had  l>ecome  out  of  print.  Captain 
Garrard  has  done  well  in  reproducing  it:  he  has  added  to  it  a  chapter  on  Rarey's  Method 
of  Training  Horses,  and  another  on  Horse  Shoeing.  The  volume  is  well  illustrated.  It 
»aimot  be  too  wai'mly  commended  to  general  use." — Boston  Daily  Evening  TravcUtr, 
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/^AVALRY;  ITS  HiSTORY,  MANAGEMENT,  AND 

Uses   in   War. 

By  J.  Roemer,  LL.  D.,  late  an  Officer  of  Cavalry  in  the  Service  of  the 
Netherlands.  Elegantly  illustrated,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  fine  Wood  Engravings.  In  one  large  octavo  volume, 
beautifully  printed  on  tinted  paper.     Cloth,  $6 ;  hf.  cf.,  $7.  50. 

Summary  of  Contents. — Cavalry  in  European  Armies ;  Proportion 
of  Cavalry  to  Infantry ;  What  kind  of  Cavalry  desirable ;  Cavalry 
Indispensable  in  War  ;  Strategy  and  Tactics  ;  Organization  of 
anArmy  ;  Route  Marches ;  Rifled  Fire- Arms ;  The  Charge  ; 
The  Attack;  Cavalry  versus  Cavalry;  Cavalry  versus  Infantry; 
Cavalry  versus  Artillery;  Field  Service;  Different  Objects  of 
Cavalry ;  Historical  Sketches  of  Cavalry  among  the  early 
Greeks,  the  Romans,  the  Middle  Ages  ■;  Different  kinds  of  Modern 
Cavalry;  Soldiers  and  Officers;  Various  systems  of  Training  of 
Cavalry  Horses;  Remounting;  Shoeing;  Veterinary  Surgeons, 
Saddlery,  etc.,  etc. 

WHAT   GENERAL   ll'CLELLAN  SATS   OF    IT. 

"I  am  exceedingly  ploast-d  with  it,  ami  leganl  it  as  a  very  valuable  adJition  to  our 
military  literature.  It  will  certainly  be  regarded  .is  a  standard  work,  and  I  know  of  none 
60  valuable  to  our  cav.-dry  officers.  Its  usefulness,  however,  is  not  coiitined  to  officers  of 
cavalry  alone,  but  it  contiiins  a  great  deal  of  general  information  valuable  to  officers  of  the 
other  aiTQS  of  service,  especially  those  of  the  Stait 
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HE    Political  and    Military  History 
OF  THE  Campaign  of  Waterloo. 


Translated  from  the  French  of  General  B.^ron  de  Jomim.  By 
Capt.  S.  V.  Benet,  U.  S.  Ordnance.  l  vol.,  l2mo,  cloth. 
Third  edition.      81.25. 


'T^HE  Battle-Fields  of  Virginia 

Chancellorsville,  embracing  the  Operations  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia.  From  the  First  Battle  of  Fredericksburg  to  the  Death 
of  Lt.-Gen.  S.  J.  Jackson.  By  Jed.  Hotchkiss  a»d  WrtUAM 
Allan.      1   vol.,    8vo.     Illustrated   with    Maps  and   Povtrait. 

Cloth,  $5.00. 
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enet's  Military   Law. 

A  Treatise  on  Military  Law  and  the  Practice  of  Courts-Martial,  by 
Capt.  S.  V.  BenJct,  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A.,  late  As- 
sistant Professor  of  Ethics,  Law,.&;c.,  Military  Academy,  West 
Point.      1  vol.,  8vo,  new  edition,  law  sheep.      $4.50. 

"  Captain  Benet  presents  the  army  with  a  complete  compilation  of  the  precedents  and 
decisions  of  rare  value  which  have  accumulated  since  the  creation  of  the  office  of  Jud^e- 
Advocate,  thoroughly  digested  and  judiciously  arranged,  with  an  index  of  the  most  minute 
accuracy.  Military  Law  and  Courts-Martial  are  treated  from  the  composition  of  the  latter 
to  the  i  inding  and  Sentence,  with  the  Kevision  and  Execution  of  the  same,  all  set  forth  in 
a  clear,  exhaustive  style  that  is  a  cardinal  excellence  in  every  work  of  legal  reference.  That 
portion  of  the  work  devoted  to  Evidence  is  especially  good.  In  fact,  the  whole  performance 
entitles  the  author  to  the  thanks  of  the  entire  army,  not  a  leading  officer  of  which  should 
fail  to  supply  himself  at  once  with  so  serviceable  a  guide  to  the  intricacies  of  legal  military- 
government." — 2i.  Y.  Times. 

Jttdge-Advocate  Geneeal's  Office,  ) 
October  13, 1862.  ) 

*  *  *  So  far  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  examine  this  volume,  it  seems  to  me  carefully 
and  accurately  prepared,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  you  have  rendered  an  acceptable  service  to 
the  army  and  the  country  by  its  jmblication  at  this  moment.  In  consequence  of  the 
gigantic  proportions  so  suddenly  assumed  by  the  military  operations  of  the  Government, 
there  have  been  necessarily  called  into  the  field,  from  civil  life,  a  vast  number  of  officers, 
unacquainted  from  their  previous  studies  and  pursuits,  both  with  the  principles  of  mili- 
tary law  and  with  the  course  of  judicial  proceedings  under  it.  To  all  such,  this  treatise 
will  prove  an  easily  accessible  storehouse  of  knowledge,  which  it  is  equally  the  duty  of  the 
soldier  in  command  to  acquire,  as  it  is  to  learn  to  draw  his  sword  against  the  common 
enemy.  The  military  spirit  of  our  people  now  being  thoroughly  aroused,  added  to  a 
growing  conviction  that  in  future  we  may  have  to  depend  quite  as  much  upon  the  bayonet 
as  upon  the  ballot-box  for  the  preservation  of  our  institutions,  cannot  fail  to  secure  to 
this  work  an  extended  and  earnest  appreciation.  In  bringing  the  results  of  legislation  .and 
«.f  decisions  upon  the  questions  down  to  so  recent  a  period,  the  author  has  added  greatly 
to  the  interest  and  usefulness  of  the  volume.     Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant,       J.  HOLT. 


ALLECK's  International  Law. 


Or,  Rules  Regulating  the  Intercourse  of  States  in  Peace  and  War. 
By  Maj.-Gen.  H.  W,  Halleck,  Commanding  the  Army,  i 
vol.,  8vo,  law  sheep.     $6.00. 

"  In  preparing  this  work  on  the  laws  of  war.  Gen.  Halleck  appears  to  have  made  a  very 
extended  research  among  the  authorities.  His  citations  range  through  most  of  the  writers 
and  decisions  touching  upon  such  subjects,  including  the  leading  European  publicists,  for 
centuries  back.  His  use  of  authorities  is  valuable,  al.so,  as  being  not  only  legal,  but  histor- 
ical. Upon  points  of  military  usage  he  cites  examples  from  history  freely  and  with  effect 
referring  not  only  to  the  modem  military  historians,  but  even  going  back  to  the  military 
(lays  of  iloau'  aud  (.lieecc-.' --/."ti-.ti'Ji  Joitriuil. 
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iCKETT's  Men. 


A  Fragment  of  War  History.     By  Col.  Walter  Harrison,  with 
a  Portrait  of  General  Pickett.     i2mo,  cloth,     $2. 


LEMENTS   OF  MILITARY  ART    AND  HiSTORY. 

By  Edward  de  la  Barre  Duparcq,  Chef  de  Bataillon  of  Engineers  in 
the  Army  of  France ;  and  Professor  of  the  Military  Art  in  the 
Irnperial  School  of  St.  Cyr.  Translated  by  Brig-Gen.  Geo.  W, 
CuLLUM,  U.  S.  A.,  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  Major-Gen.  H.  W.  Hal- 
LECK,  General-in-Chief  U.  S.  Army.      1  vol.,  octavo,  cloth.   $5. 

"I  read  the  original  a  few  years  since,  and  considered  it  the  very  best  -n-ork  I  }  ad  seen 
upon  the  subject.  Gen.  Cullum's  ability  and  familiarity  with  the  technical  language  oj 
French  military  witers,  are  a  sufflcient  guarantee  of  the  correctness  of  his  translation." 

U.  W.  UALLECK,  Major-Gen.  U.  S.  A. 

"  I  have  read  the  book  with  great  interest,  and  trust  that  it  will  have  a  large  circulation. 
It  cannot  fail  to  do  good  by  spreading  that  very  knowledge,  the  want  of  which  among  <  ur 
new,  inexperienced,  and  untaught  soldiers,  has  cost  us  so  many  lives,  and  so  much  toil 
and  treasure." 

M,  C.  :NrEIGS,  Quartermaster-General,  TJ.  8.  A. 

"  Carre  Duparcq  is  one  of  the  most  favorably  known  among  recent  military  -writers  la 
France.  If  not  the  very  best,  this  is  certainly  among  the  best  of  the  numerous  volumes 
devoted  to  this  topic.  Could  this  book  be  put  Into  the  hands  and  heads  of  our  numerous 
intelligent,  but  untrained  officers,  it  would  work  a  transformation  supremely  needed. 
We  can  say,  that  no  officer  can  read  this  work  without  positive  a<lvantage,  and  real  pro- 
gress as  a  soldier.  Gen.  Cullum  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  most  proflcient  students  of 
military  science  and  art  in  our  service,  and  is  amply  qualified  to  prepare  an  original  text- 
book on  this  subject." — Atlanlic  Monthly. 

"The  work  contains  a  History  of  the  Art  of  War.  as  it  has  grown  up  from  the  earliest 
agcs^  describes  the  various  formations  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  adopted;  and 
treats  in  detail  of  the  several  arms  of  the  service,  and  the  most  effective  manner  of  cm- 
pioyfng  them  for  offensive  and  defensive  purposes.  It  is  fully  illustrated  with  di.igrams 
'iisplaying  "^  the  eye  the  formations  and  evolutions  which  find  place  in  anoient  and  modsru 
trmies.  Though  the  book  is  especially  designed  for  the  instruction  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers, the  non-professionai  reader  cannot  fail  to  perceiv-^  the  clearness  of  its  statciients 
and  the  precision  of  its  definitions:." — Harper^s  Monthly, 
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ilitary   and    political    life    of    the 
Emperor  Napoleon. 

By  Baron  Jomini,  General-in-Chief  and  Aide-de-Camp  to  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia.  Translated  from  the  French  with  notes,  by 
H.  W.  Halleck,  LL.  D.,  Major-General  U.  S.  Army.  4  vols.. 
Royal  octavo.  With  an  Atlas  of  60  Maps  and  Plans.  Cloth, 
$25.00. — Half  calf  or  morocco,  $35.00.    Half  Russia,  f  37  50. 

"The  Atlas  attached  to  this  version  of  Jomini's  Napoleon  adds  very  materially  to  its 
value.  It  contains  sixty  Maps,  illustrative  of  Napoleon's  extraordinary  military  career, 
beginninjj  with  the  immortal  Italian  Campaigns  of  IVOG,  and  closing  with  the  decisive 
Campaisn  of  Flanders,  in  1S15,  the  last  Map  showing  the  battle  of  Wavre.  These  Maps 
take  the  reader  to  Italy,  Egypt,  Palestine,  Germany,  Moravia,  Russia,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
Flanders ;  and  their  number  and  variety,  and  the  vast  and  various  theatres  of  action  which 
they  indicate,  testify  to  the  immense  extent  of  Najioleon's  operations,  and  to  the  gigantic 
character  of  his  power.  They  are  admirably  prepared,  being  as  remarkable  for  the  beauty 
of  their  execution  as  for  their  strict  fidelity  as  illustrations  of  some  of  the  greatest  deeds 
in  the  annals  of  human  warfare.  Tliey  are  worthy  of  the  work  to  which  they  belong, 
which  has  been  most  excellently  presented  typographically,  and  deserving  of  the  place 
which  it  has  taken  in  Mk.  Van  NobtrajSd's  noble  and  extensive  library  of  military  pub- 
lications."— Boston  Daily  Evening  Traveller. 

"  It  is  needless  to  say  any  thing  in  praise  of  Jomini  as  a  writer  on  the  science  of  war. 

"General  Halleck  has  laid  the  prolessional  soldier  and  the  student  of  military  history 
under  equal  obligations  by  the  service  he  has  done  to  the  cause  of  military  literature  in 
the  preparation  of  this  work  for  the  press.  His  rare  qualifications  for  the  task  thus  un- 
dertaken will  be  acknowledged  by  all. 

"The  notes  with  which  the  text  is  illustrated  by  General  Halleck  are  not  among  the 
least  of  the  merits  of  the  publication,  which,  in  this  respect,  has  a  value  not  possessed  by 
the  original  work. 

"It  is  an  imaginary  autobiography  of  the  EMPEEOR,  as  conceived  and  written  by 
JOMINI  in  the  name  of  the  EMPEROR  ;  and  whether  regarded  as  a  military  study  or  as 
a  study  in  history,  it  is  equally  interesting  to  professional  and  unprofessional  readers." — 
National  Intelligencer. 

"  In  conclusion,  we  commend  this  work  to  our  readers,  as  not  only  possessing  great 
merit  in  itself,  but,  in  the  present  condition  of  our  country,  involved  in  one  of  the  greatest 
wars  ever  known,  as  a  military  history  of  extraordinary  interest  and  value.  The  narra- 
tive is  so  brief  and  clear,  and  the  style  so  simple  and  perspicuous,  that  it  will  be  itiund 
as  interesting  to  unprofessional  readers  as  it  is  valuable  to  military  officers  and  students." 
— New  York  Times. 


*if*  This  is  the  only  English  translation  of  this  important  strategical  life  of  the  great 
Nipoleon. 
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^  I  Treatise  on  Grand  Military  Operations. 

Illustrated  by  a  Critical  and  Military  History  of  the  Wars  of  Frederick 
the  Great.  With  a  summary  of  the  most  important  principles 
of  the  Art  of  War.  By  Baron  de  Jomini.  Illustrated  by  Maps 
and  Plans.  Translated  from  the  French,  by  Col.  S.  B.  Hola- 
EiRD,  A.  D.  C,  U.  S.  Army.  In  two  vols.  8vo.  and  Atlas,  clo. 
V  $15.  Half  calf  or  Half  mo.   $21.   Half  Russia  S22.50. 

"  It  is  universally  agreed  that  no  art  or  science  is  more  difficult  than  that  of  war ;  yi?t 
by  an  unaccountable  contradiction  of  the  human  mind,  those  who  embrace  this  profession 
take  little  or  no  pains  to  study  it.  They  seem  to  think  that  the  knowledge  of  a  few  insig- 
niflcant  and  useless  trifles,  constitute  a  great  officer.  This  art,  like  all  others,  is  founded 
•a  certain  and  fixed  principles,  which  are  by  their  nature  invariable ;  the  application 
of  them  only  can  be  varied." 

In  this  work  these  principles  will  be  found  very  fully  developed  and  illustrated  by 
Immediate  application  to  the  most  interesting  campaigns  of  a  great  master.  The  theo- 
retical and  mechanical  part  of  war  may  be  acquired  by  every  one  who  has  the  application 
to  study,  powers  of  reflection,  and  a  sound,  clear  common  sense. 

Frederick  the  Great  has  the  credit  of  having  done  much  for  tactics.  He  introduced  the 
close  column  by  division  and  deployments  therefrom.  He  brought  his  army  to  a  higher 
degree  of  skill  than  any  other  in  manoeuvring  before  the  enemy  to  menace  his  wings  or 
threaten  his  flanks. 


isTORY  OF  West  Point.  ^ 

And  its  Military  Importance  during  the  American  Revolution  ;  and  the 
Origin  and  Progress  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy.  By 
Captain  Edward  C.  Boyimton,  A.  M.,'"  Adjutant  of  the  Military 
Academy.  With  numerous  Maps  and  Engravings.  1  vol.,  octavo. 
Blue  cloth,  $6.00;  half  mor.,  $7-50;   ^^^'^  moi.,      1 10. 

"Aside  from  its  value  as  an  historical  record,  the  volume  under  notice  is  an  entertaining 
guide-book  to  the  Military  Academy  and  its  surroundings.  We  have  full  details  of  Cadet 
life  from  the  day  of  entrance  to  that  of  graduation,  together  with  descriptions  of  the  build- 
ings, grounds,  and  monuments.  To  the  multitude  of 'those  who  have  enjoyed  at  West 
Point  the  combined  attractions,  this  book  will  give,  in  its  descriptive  and  illustrated  por- 
ticin,  especial  pleasure."' — Xew  York  Ecening  Post. 

••  The  second  part  of  the  book  gives  the  history  of  the  Military  Academy  from  its  founda- 
tion in  1S02,  a  description  of  the  academic  buildings,  and  the  ai)pearance  to-day  of  this 
always  beautiful  spot,  with  the  manner  of  appointment  of  the  cadets,  course  of  study,  pay, 
time  of  service,  and  much  other  information  yearly  becoming  of  greater  value,  for  West 
Point  has  not  yet  reached  its  palmiest  day?." — D  lily  Advertiser. 


D.  VAN   NOSTRANDS   PUBLICATIONS. 


EST  Point  Life. 

A  poem  read  before  the  Dialectic  Society  of  the  United  States 
]\Iilitary  Academy.  Illustrated  with  twenty-two  full-page 
Pen  and  Ink  Sketches.  By  a  Cadet.  To  which  is  added, 
the  song,  "Benny  Havens,  Oh!'  Oblong  8vo,  cloth, 
bevelled  boards.     $2 .  50. 


/^uiDE  TO  West  Point  and  the  U. 
^■"^      Military  Academy. 

With  Maps  and  Engravings.     i8mo,  cloth.     $1. 


ystems  of  Military  Bridges, 


In  Use  by  the  United  States  Army;  those  adopted  by  the  Great  Eu- 
ropean Powers ;  and  such  as  are  employed  in  British  India.  With 
Directions  for  the  Preservation,  Destruction,  and  Re-establish-, 
ment  of  Bridges.  By  Brig.-General  George  W.  Cullum,  Lieut.- 
Col.  Corps  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army.  i  vol.,  octavo. 
With  numerous  Illustrations,     cloth.   $3.50. 


M 


ilitary  Bridges, 


For  the  Passage  of  Infantry,  Artillery,  and  Baggage-Trains ;  with  sug- 
gestions of  many  new  expedients  and  constructions  for  crossing 
streams  and  chasms ;  designed  to  utilize  the  resources  ordinarily 
at  command  and  reduce  the  amount  and  cost  of  army  transporta- 
tion. Including  also  designs  for  Trestle  and  Truss  Bridges  tor 
Military  Railroads,  a'dapted  especially  to  the  wants  of  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  United  States.  By  Herman  Haupt,  Brig.-Gen.  in 
charge  of  the  construction  and  operation  of  the  U.  S.  Military 
Railways,  Author  of  "  General  Theory  of  Bridge  Construction, 
&c."  Illustrated  by  Sixty-nine  Lithographic  Engravings.  Oc- 
tavo, cloth,  16. 50. 

"  This  elaborate  and  carefully  prepared,  though  thoroughly  practical  and  simple  work,  is 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  inilitary  service  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Haupt  has  added 
very  much  to  the  ordinary  facilities  for  crossing  streams  and  chasms,  by  the  instructions 
afforded  in  this  work."— Bout  on  Cnvriir. 
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ENTON's  Ordnance  and  Gunnery. 


A  Course  of  Instruction  in  Ordnance  and  Gunnery;  compiled  for 
the  use  of  the  Cadets  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy, 
by  Capt.  J.  G.  Benton,  Ordnance  Department,  late  Instructor 
of  Ordnance  and  Gunnery,  Military  Academy,  West  Point. 
Principal  Assistant  to  Chief  of  Ordnance,  U.  S.  A.  Second 
Edition,  revised  and  enlarged.      l  vol.,  8vo,    clo,  cuts.    $5.00. 

*  v».  cannot  commend  this  work  too  highiy,  both  for  the  substance  it  contains,  and  the 
highly  finished  manner  in  which  it  has  been  issued  by  the  publisher.  There  is  no  one 
book  within  the  range  of  our  military  reading  and  study,  that  contains  more  to  recommend 
it  upon  the  subject  of  whick  it  treats.  It  is  as  full  and  complete  as  the  narrow  compass 
of  a  single  volume  would  admit,  and  the  reputation  of  the  author  as  a  scientific  and  prac- 
tical artillerist  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  correctness  of  his  statements  and  deduc- 
tions, and  the  thoroughness  of  his  labors." — ir.  Y.  Observer. 

"A  Great  Militakt  'Wgek. — We  have  before  us  a  bound  volume  of  nearly  six  hundred 
pages,  which  is  a  complete  and  exhaustive  'Course  of  Instruction  in  Ordnance  and  Gun- 
nery,' as  its  title  states,  and  goes  into  every  department  of  the  science,  including  gunpow- 
der, projectiles,  cannon,  carriages,  machines,  and  implements,  small  arms,  pyrotechny, 
science  of  gunnery,  loading,  pointing,  and  discharging  fire-arms,  different  kinds  of  fires,  ef- 
fects of  projectiles  and  employment  of  artillery.  These  severally  form  chapter  heads  and 
give  thorough  information  on  the  subjects  on  which  they  treat.  The  most  valuable  and 
interesling  information  on  all  the  above  topics,  including  the  history,  manufacture,  and 
use  of  small  arms  is  here  concentrated  in  compact  and  convenient  form,  making  a  work  of 
rare  merit  and  standard  excellence.  The  work  is  abundantly  and  clearly  illustrated." — 
Boston  Traveller. 


NSTRUCTIONS   FOR    FlELD    ArTILLERY. 


Prepared  by  a  Board  of  Artillery  Officers. 

To  which  is  added  the  Evolutions  of  Batteries,  translated  from 
the  French,  by  Brig.-General  R.  Anderson,  U.  S,  A.  1  vol.  1 2mo, 
122  Plates.     Cloth,  $3.00. 

"  War  Depaetment,  j 

"Wa8HIN,)Ton,  D.  C,  March  1,  1863.  f 
"This  system  of  Instruction  for  Field  Artillery,  prepared  under  direction  of  the  War 
Department,  having  been  approved  by  the  President,  is  adopted  for  the  instruction  of . 
ti-o')i)s  when  acting  as  field  artillery. 

••  Accordingly,  instruction  ia  tlie  same  will  be  given  after  the  method  pointed  out  there- 
in ;  and  all  additions  to  or  departures  from  the  exercise  and  manoeuvres  laid  down  in  the 
system,  are  positively  forbidden. 

"EDWIN  M.   STANTON, 

"  Secretary  of  War." 
11 
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HE   Artillerist's  Manual: 


Compiled  from  various  Sources,  and  adapted  to  the  Service  of  the 
United  States.  Profusely  illustrated  with  woodcuts  and  engrav- 
ings on  stone.  Second  edition,  revised  and  corrected,  with 
valuable  additions.  By  Gen.  John  Gibbon,  U.  S.  Army,  i 
vol.,  8vo,  half  roan.      S6. 

Thi'B  book  is  now  considered  tlie  standard  authority  foi  that  particular  branch  of  tha 
Service  in  the  United  States  Army.  The  "War  Department,  at  Washington,  has  exhibited 
Its  thorough  appreciation  of  the  merits  of  this  volume,  the  want  of  which  has  been  nicher- 
to  much  felt  in  the  service,  by  subscribing  for  TOO  copies. 

"It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  welcome  the  appearance  of  a  new  work  on  this  sub- 
ject, entitled  'The  Artillerist's  Manual,'  by  Capt.  John  Gibbon,  a  highly  scientific  and  mer- 
itorious  officer  of  artillery  in  our  regular  service.  The  work,  an  octavo  volume  of  500 
pages,  in  large,  clear  type,  appears  to  be  well  adapted  to  supply  just  what  has  been  hereto- 
fore needed  to  fill  the  gap  between  the  simple  Manual  and  the  more  abstruse  demonstra- 
tions of  the  science  of  gunnery.  The  whole  work  is  profusely  illustrated  with  woodcuts 
and  engravings  on  stone,  tending  to  give  a  more  complete  and  exact  idea  of  the  various 
matters  described  in  the  text.  The  book  may  well  be  considered  as  a  valuable  and  impor- 
tant addition  to  the  military  science  of  the  country." — 2^ew  York  Herald. 


AND-BooK   OF   Artillery, 


For  the  Service  of  the  United  States  Army  and  Militia.  Eighth 
edition,  revised  and  greatly  enlarged.  By  Col.  Joseph  Roberts, 
U.  S.  A.      1  vol.,  i8mo,  cloth.     $i  25. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  Report  made  by  the  committee  appointed  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  staff  of  the  Artillery  School  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  to  whom  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  School  had  referred  this  work : 

*  *  *  "In  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  the  arrangement  of  the  subjects  and  the 
selection  of  the  several  questions  and  answers  have  been  judicious.  The  work  is  one 
which  may  be  advantageously  used  for  reference  by  the  officers,  and  is  admirably  adapted 
to  the  instruction  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  Artillery. 

"  Your  Committee  do,  therefore,  recommend  that  it  be  substituted  as  a  text-book  in 
place  ©f  '  Burns'  Questions  and  Answers  on  Artillery.' " 

(Signed.)        I.  VOGBES.  Capt.  1st  ArtiUery. 

(Signed,)        E.  O.  C.  ORD,  Capt.  3d  Artillery. 

(Signed^       J.  A.  HASKIN,  Bvt.  Maj.  and  Capt.  let  ArtUlery. 

A  usTRiAN  Infantry  Tactics. 

Evolutions  of  the  Line  as  practised  by  the  Auftrian  Infantry,  and 
adopted  in  1853.  Translated  by  Capt.  C.  M.  Wilcox,  Seventh 
Regiment,  U.  S.  Infantry.  1  vol.,  i2mo.  Three  large  plates, 
cloth.     %\. 
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HE  Principles  of  Strategy  and  Grand 
Tactics. 

Translated  from  the  French  of  General  G.  H.  Dufour.  By  William 
P.  Craighill,  Capt.  of  Engineers  U.  S."  Army,  and  Assistant 
Professor  of  Engineering,  U.  S.  Military  Academy,  West  Point. 
From  the  last  French  Edition.  Illustrated.  In  one  volume, 
1 2mo.    cloth.   $3. 

"General  Dufour  is  a  distinirmslicrt  civil  and  military  engineer  and  a  practical  soldier,  and 
in  Europe  one  of  tlie  recognized  authorities  on  military  matters.  He  holds  the  oftiee  of 
Chit-f  of  the  General  Staff  of  the  Army  of  Switzerland." — Evening  Post. 

"This  work  upon  the  principles  of  strategy,  the  application  of  which  we  have  sorely 
etood  in  need  of  in  all  our  campaigns,  comes  from  an  acknowledged  authority.  It  was 
General  Dufour  who  successfully  arrayed  the  Federal  Army  of  Switzerland  against  seces- 
sion, and  "  subdued"  the  rebellious  Cantons." — Boston  Journal. 


Ieavy   Artillery   Tactics. — 1863. 

Instruction  for  Heavy  Artillery;  prepared  by  a  Board  of  Officers,  for 
the  use  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  With  service  of  a 
gun  mounted  on  an  iron  carriage.  In  one  volume,  1 2mo,  with 
numerous  illustrations,      cloth.    $2.50. 

"  Wae  Depaktment,  I 

"Washington,  D.  C,  Uct.  20,  1862.        j 
"  This  system  of  Heavy  Artillery  Tactics,  prepared  under  direction  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, having  been  approved  by  the  President,  is  adopted  for  the  instruction  of  troops 
when  acting  as  heavy  artillery." 

EDWm  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


S.   Tactics  for   Colored   Troops. 

U.  S.  Infantry  Tactics,  for  the  Instruction,  Exercise,  and  Manoeuvres 
of  the  Soldier,  a  Company,  Line  of  Skirmishers,  and  Battalion, 
for  the  use  of  the  Colored  Troops  of  the  United  States  Infantry. 
Prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  War  Department.  1  volume, 
24010.  plates,   cloth,   f  1.50. 

"  War  Department,  Washington,  March  9,  196.3. 
"  '^l.is  system  of  United  States  Infantry  Tactics,  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  War 
Department,  for  the  use  of  the  Colored  Troops  of  the  United  States  Infantry,  having  been 
approved  by  the  President,  is  adopted  for  the  instruction  of  such  troops." 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  Wa»» 
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RMY  Officers'  Pocket  Companion. 


Principally  designed  for  Staff  Officers  in  the  Field.  Partly  translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  de  Rouvre,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
French  Staff  Corps,  with  Additions  from  standard  American, 
French,  and  English  Authorities.  By  Wm.  P.  Craighill,  First 
Lieutenant  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  Assist.  Prof,  of  Engineer- 
ing at  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy,  West  Point.  i  vol.,  i8mo, 
full  roan.     $2  00. 

"  I  have  carefully  examined  Capt.  CRAiGniLi,''8  Pocket  Companion.  I  find  it  one  of  the 
verj'  best  works  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  seen.  Any  Aj-my  or  Volunteer  officer  v^'ho  will 
make  himself  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  this  little  book,  will  seldom  be  ignorant  of 

his  duties  in  camp  or  fleld.'' 

H.  W.  Halleck,  Major-General  U.  S.  A. 

"  I  have  carefully  examined  the  '  Mannal  for  Staff  Officers  in  the  Field.'  It  Is  a  most  in- 
valuable work,  admirable  in  arrangement,  perspicuously  written,  abounding  in  most  useful 
ma  ters,  and  such  a  book  as  should  be  the  constant  pocket  companion  of  every  army  officer, 
Ke;iular  and  Volunteer." 

G.  W.  CuLLUM,  Brigadier-General  U.  8.  A. 
CMef  of  General  Halleck's  Stuff,  Chief  Engineer  Department  MississippL 


ANUAL   FOR    ENGINEER   TrOOPS. 

Consisting  of 

Part  I.  Ponton  Drill. 

II.  Practical  Operations  of  a  Siege. 

III.  School  of  the  Sap. 

IV.  Military  Mining. 

V.   Construction  of  Batteries. 
By    Major  J.   C.  Duane,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army.      1  vol., 
l2mo,  half  morocco,  with  plates.     $2  50. 

"  I  have  carefully  examined  Capt.  J.  C.  Duane's '  Manual  for  Engineer  Troops,'  and  do  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  it  the  very  best  work  on  the  subject  of  which  it  treats." 

H.  W.  Halleck,  Major-General,  U.  S.  A. 
"  A  work  of  this  kind  has  been  much  needed  in  our  military  literature.     For  the  army's 
sake,  I  hope  the  book  will  have  a  wide  circulation  among  its  officers." 

G.  B.  McClellan,  Major-General,  U.  S.  A, 


V 


lELE's  Hand-book. 


Hand-Book  for   Active  Service,  containing  Practical  Instructions  is 
Campaign  Duties.     For  the  use  of  Volunteers.      By  Brig. -Gen. 
Egbert  L.  Viele,  U.  S.  A.      i2mo,  cloth.     $i. 
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VOLUTIONS  OF   FlELD   BaTTERIES    OF   AR- 
TILLERY. 


Translated  from  the  French,  and  arranged  for  the  Army  and  Militia 
of  the  United  States,     By  Gen.   Robert  Anderson,  U.  S.  A. 
Published  by  order  of  the  War  Department,      i  vol.,  cloth,  32  i 
plates.     $1. 


SERGEANT'S     RoLL     BoOK,    FOR    THE     COM- 
PANY, Detail  and  Squad. 

Pocket-book  form.      $1.25. 


CJtanding  Orders  of  the  Seventh   Regi- 
ment, National  Guard. 

For  the  Regulation  and  Government  of  the  Regiment  in  the  Field 
or  in  Quarters.  By  A.  Duryee,  Colonel.  New  Edition,  flex- 
ible cloth.      50  cents. 


L 


iGHT  Infantry  Company  and  Skirmish 
Drill. 


The  Company  Drill  of  the  Infantry  of  the  Line,  together  with  the 
Skirmish  Drill  of  the  Company  and  Battalion,  after  the  method 
of  General  Le  Louterel.  Bayonet  Fencing ;  with  a  Supple- 
ment on  the  Handling  and  Service  of  Light  Infantry.  By  J. 
Monroe,  Colonel  22d  Regiment,  N.  G.,  N.  Y.  S,  M.,  former- 
ly Captain  U.  S.  Infantry.      1  vol.,  32mo.      75   cents. 

lELD    Tactics    for    Infantry, 

Comprising  the  Battalion  movements,  and  Brigade  evolutions,  useful 
in  the  Field,  on  the  March,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Enemy. 
The  tabular  form  is  used  to  distinguish  the  commands  of  the 
General,  and  the  commands  of  the  Colonel.  By  Brig.-Gen. 
Wm.  H.  Morris,  U.  S.  Vols.,  late  2d  U.  S.  Infantry.  i8mo. 
Illustrated.    75  cents. 

L5 
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word-Play. 


The  Militiaman's  Manual  and  Sword-Play  without  a  Master.— Rapier 
and  Broad-Sword  Exercises  copiously  Explained  and  Illustrated ; 
Small-Arm  Light  Infantry  Drill  of  the  United  States  Army ; 
Infantry  Manual  of  Percussion  Muskets ;  Company  Drill  of  the 
United  States  Cavalry.  By  Major  M.  W.  Berriman,  engaged 
for  the  last  thirty  years  in  the  practical  instruction  of  Military 
Students.     Second  edition,      i  vol.,  i2mo,  red  cloth.     $i. 


A 


System  of  Target  Practice. 


For  the  use  of  Troops  when  armed  with  the  Musket,  Rifle-Musket, 
Rifle,  or  Carbine.  Prepared,  principally  from  the  French,  by 
Captain  Henry  Heth,  loth  Infantry,  U.  S.  A.  i8mo,  cloth. 
75  cents. 

CcHOOL   OF   THE   GuiDES. 

Designed  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States.  Flexible 
cloth.     60  cents. 


T 


HREE  Years  in  the  Sixth  Corps. 


A  narrative  of  events  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  1861  to 
1865.  By  G.  T,  Stevens,  Surgeon  of  the  77th  Regt.  N.  Y. 
Vols.  Illustrated  with  1 7  engravings.  New  revised  edition. 
8vo,  cloth.     $3. 


cClELLAN  (GENERAL). 

Repon  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  its  Operations  while  under 
his  command.     With  IMaps  and  Plans.     8vo,  cloth.     $1. 


\/| iLiTARY  Measures  of  the  United 
States  Congress,  1861  65. 

By  Hon.  Henry  Wilson.     8vo,  paper.     50  cents. 
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eport  of  the  engineer  and  artillery 
Operations  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, 

From  its  Organization  to  the  close  of  the  Peninsular  Campaign.  By 
Brig.-Gen,  J.  G.  Barnard,  and  other  Engineer  Officers,  and 
Brig.-Gen.  W,  F.  Barry,  Chief  of  Artillery.  Illustrated  by 
numerous  Maps,  Plans,  &c.      Octavo,  cloth.  84. 

"The  title  of  this  work  sufficiently  Indicates  its  importance  and  value  as  a  contribution 
to  the  history  of  the  great  rebellion.  Gen.  Barnard's  report  is  a  narrative  of  the  engineer 
operations  «f  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  the  lime  of  its  organization  to  the  date  it  was 
withdrawn  from  the  James  River.  Thus  a  record  is  given  of  an  important  i)art  in  the 
great  work  which  the  nation  found  before  it  when  it  was  first  confronted  with  the  ne- 
cessity of  war,  and  perhaps  on  n«  other  point  in  the  annals  of  the  rebellion,  will  future 
generations  look  with  a  deeper  or  more  admiring  interest." — Buffalo  Courier, 


HPhe  "C.  S.  a.,"  and  the   Battle   of 
Bull  Run. 

(A  Letter  to  an  English  friend),  by  J.  G.  Barnard,  Lt.-Col.  of  Engi. 
neers,  U.  S.  A.,  Brigadier-General  and  Chief  Engineer,  Army 
of  the  Potomac.     With  five  maps.      1  vol.,  8vo,  cloth.     $2  00. 


^T^HE    Peninsular    Campaign    and    its 
Antecedents, 

As  developed  by  the  Report  of  Major-General  Geo.  B.  McClellan, 
and  other  published  Documents.  By  J.  G.  Barnard,  Lieut. -Col- 
onel of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Maj. -General  Volunteers,  and 
Chief  Engineer  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  its  organiza- 
tion to  the  close  of  the  Peninsular  Campaign.  1  vol.,  i2mo. 
Paper,  30  cents. 


N 


OTES   ON   Sea-Coast  Defence  : 


Consisting  of  Sea-Coast  Fortification ;  the  Fifteen-Inch  Gun ;  and 
Casemate  Embrasure.  By  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard,  Corps  of  En- 
gineers, U.  S.  A.      1  vol.,  8vo,  cloth,  plates.     $2  00. 
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HE  War  in  the  United  States. 


A  Report  to  the  Swiss  Military  Department.  Preceded  by  a  Dis- 
course to  the  Federal  Military  Society  assembl'^d  at  Berne,  Aug. 
18,  1862.  By  Ferdinand  Lecomte,  Lieut.-Col.  Swiss  Confed- 
eration ,  Author  of  "  Relation  Historique  et  Critique  de  la  Cam- 
pagne  d'ltalie  en  1859,"  "L'ltalie  en  i860,"  and  "  Le  Ge- 
neral Jomini,  sa  Vie,  et  scs  Ecrits,"  etc.,  etc.  Translated  from 
the  French  by  a  Staff  Officer.      1  vol.,  izmo.     cloth.   Ii. 

"  In  his  quality  of  a  Swiss  federal  officer,  Col.  Lecomte,  bearing  the  recommendations  of 
the  Federal  Militarj'  Department  of  Switzerland,  of  Mr.  Fogi;,  Ambassador  of  the  U.  S.  at 
Berne,  and  of  others,  was  well  received  by  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  and  by  General 
McClellan,  and  by  the  Swiss  Consul  at  New  Yorlc.  General  MoClellan,  at  Washini^toa 
attached  him  to  his  staff  as  a  voluntary  aide-de-camp,  he  retaining  his  Swiss  rank  of  Major, 
and  with  the  condition  of  being  able  at  any  time  to  return  to  his  country,  should  he  be 
called  thither  by  his  government.  He  met  on  that  staff  with  other  European  oflicers,  oc- 
cupying that  position  on  the  same  terms  with  himself.  So  that  he  had  good  ojiportunities 
of  being  informed  on  the  merits  of  the  war,  and  the  manner  of  its  conduct,  and  being  an 
intelligent  man,  as  this  report  demonstrates,  he  made  the  most  of  that  opportunity. 

"  He  very  lucidly  describes  the  theatre  of  the  war,  statistically  and  geographically,  the 
parties  in  the  strife  and  their  relations  to  each  other ;  the  causes  of  the  war ;  the  earliest 
hostilities;  the  relative  strength  of  tho  armies;  the  principal  military  acts,  from  Big  Bethel 
onwards;  the  armament,  equipment,  clothing,  materials,  subsistence,  &c ,  of  the  service; 
armored  vessels  artJ  their  transactions;  his  own  personal  irnpressions  in  regard  to  the  de- 
fects of  the  American  Army,  &c.  Then  there  is  a  supplementary  report  of  great  interest, 
describing  the  Later  events  of  the  author's  observation  and  experience:  the  whole  making 
one  of  the  most  valuable  contributions  to  tho  literary  history  of  the  war  we  have  had."— 


M 


AxiMs  AND  Instructions  on  the  Art 

OF   War. 


Maxims,  Advice,  and  Instruction  on  the  Art  of  War ;  or,  A  Prac- 
tical Military  Guide  for  the  use  of  Soldiers  of  all  Arms  and  of 
all  Countries.      Translated  from  the  French  by  Captain  Lendy, 
Director  of  the  Practical  Military  College,  late  of  the   French 
f  Staff,  etc.,  etc.      1  vol.,  iSmo,  cloth.      75  cents. 

"  We  do  not  pretend  to  much  military  science,  but  we  have  found  this  small  volume  easy 
to  understand  and  interesting  to  read.  It  is  compiled  from  old  works,  but  is  adapted  to 
new  notions  and  improvements,  and  it  gives  in  a  nut-shell  a  general  idea  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness of  war.  Some  men  who  have  always  maintained  'Quaker'  principles,  and  who  have 
never  studied  the  trade  and  mystery  of  fighting,  find  it  diflBcult  to  comprehend  the  various 
strategic  movements  that  are  chronicled  from  day  to  day  in  the  newspapers.  These  men 
should  Jook  into  the  subject  of  war,  and  we  advise  them,  as  a  beginning,  to  read  this  book. 
It  will  probably  help  their  cloudy  perceptions,  and  enable  them  to  see  clearly  tho  mean* 
Ing  of  military  operations,  which  now  they  cannot  understand," — Providence  Journal. 
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ANUAL   FOR  QUARTERMASTERS  AND  COM- 
MISSARIES. 

Containing  Instructions  in  the  Preparation  of  Vouchers,  Abstracts, 
Returns,  Sec,  embracing  all  the  recent  changes  in  the  Army 
Regulations,  together  with  instructions  respecting  Taxation  of 
Salaries,  etc.  By  Captain  R.  F.  Hunter,  late  of  the  U.  S. 
Army.      izmo,   cloth.  8 1  25  Flexible  morocco,  ^1.50. 


ooKE's  Cavalry  Tactics  ; 

Or,  Regulations  for  the  Instruction,  Formations,  and  Movements  of 
the  Cavalry  of  the  Army  and  Volunteers  of  the  United  States. 
100  illustrations,  izmo.      Paper,  75  cents;  cloth,  $1.00. 


'TpHE  Volunteer   Quartermaster. 

Containing  a  Collection  and  Codification  of  the  Laws,  Regalations, 
Rules  and  Practices  governing  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
of  the  United  States  Army,  and  in  force  March  4,  1865.  By 
By  Captain  Roeliff  Brinkerhoff,  Assistant  Quartermaster  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  and  Post  Quartermaster  at  Washington,  l  vol., 
12mo,  cloth.    $2.50. 

This  work  pinbraces  all  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  all  the  orders  and  circulars  of  the 
War  Office  and  its  bureaus,  bearing  upon  the  suliject.  It  also  embodies  the  decisions  of 
the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  so  far  as  they  affect  the  Qiiartormastei's  Depart- 
ment. -  Those  decisions  have  the  force  of  law  in  the  adjualmeut  of  accounts,  and  are  there- 
fore invaluable  to  all  disbursinsr  officers 


RMY  Pay  Digest,  and   Ready  Calcula- 
tor; OR,  Regimental  Pay  Table. 

Compiled  by  Major  Ezra  Webb.      Octavo,  cloth.     $2. 
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iFLES  AND  Rifle  Practice. 


An  Elementary  Treatise  on  the  Theory  of  Rifle  Firing ;  explaining, 
the  causes  of  Inaccuracy  ot  Fire  and  the  manner  of  correcting  it, 
with  descriptions  of  the  Infantry  Rifles  of  Europe  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  their  Balls  and  Cartridges.  By  Capt.  C.  M.  Wil- 
cox, U.  S.  A.  New  edition,  with  engravings  and  cuts.  Green 
cloth.     82.00. 


VTew   Bayonet  Exercise. 


A  New  Manual  of  the  Bayonet,  for  the  Army  and  Militia  of  the 
United  States.  By  Colonel  J.  C.  Kelton,  U,  S.  A.  With 
Forty  beautifully-engraved  plates.      Red  cloth.     $2.00. 


T^ACTicAL  Use  of  the  Three  Arms. 

Infantry,  Artillery,  and  Cavalry.  By  Francis  J.  Lippitt,  Ex- 
Colonel  Second  Infantry,  California  Volunteers.  i  vol.,  i  2mo. 
Red  cloth.      $1.25. 

Treatise  on  Intrenchments. 

By    Francis  J.  Lippitt,  Brevet  Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Volunteer* 
Author  of  Tactical  Use  of  the   Three  Arms.      12mo,  cloth 


F 


1.50. 

lELD  Service  in  War 


Comprising  ]\Iarches,  Camps,  and  Cantonments,  Outposts,  Con- 
voys, Reconnaissances,  Foraging,  and  Notes  on  Logistics. 
By  F.  J.  Lippitt.     i  vol ,  i2mo,  cloth.     $1 .25. 

^I^HE  Special  Operations  of  War  : 

Comprising  the  Forcing  and  Defence  of  Defiles ;  the  Forcing 
and  Defence  of  Rivers,  and  the  Passage  of  Rivers  in  Retreat  ; 
the  Attack  and  Defence  of  Open  Towns  and  Villages  ;  the 
Conduct  of  Detachments  for  Special  Purposes,  and  Notes  on 
Practical  Operations  in  Sieges.  By  F.  J.  Ltppitt.  With 
illustrative  cuts.      12 mo,  cloth.     $1 .25. 
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Treatise  on  the  Camp  and  March. 


With  which  is  connected  the  Construction  of  Field  Works  and  Mili- 
tary Bridgee  ;  with  an  Appendix  of  Artillery  Ranges,  &c.  For 
the  use  of  Volunteers  and  Militia  in  the  United  States.  By 
Captain  Henry  D.  Grafton,  U.  S.  A.  l  vol.,  l2ino,  cloth. 
75  cents. 


UNNERY    IN    1858. 

A  Treatise  on  Rifles,  Cannon,  and  Sporting  Arms.     By  Wm.  Greener, 
C.  E.      I  vol.,  8vo,  clotL     $4.     Full  calf,  $6  00. 


iNTs  TO  Company  Officers  on  their 
Military    Duties. 

By  Capt.  C.  C.  Andrews,  3d  Regt.  Minnesota  Vols.      1  vol.,  i8mo, 
cloth.     60  cents. 

"  This  is  a  hand-book  of  good  practical  advice,  which  officers  of  all  ranka  may  study  with 
•dvantage."' — Philadelphia  Press. 


c 


ampaign  of  Mobile, 


Including  the  cooperative  operations  of  Gen.  Wilson's  Cavalry  in 
Alabama.  By  Brevet  Major  Gen.  C.  C.  Andrews.  With 
Maps  and  Illustrations,      i  vol.,  8vo,  cloth,  $3.50. 


A 


bbot.     Siege  Artillery  in  the  Cam- 
paign AGAINST  RlCHnOND. 

By  Henry  L.  Abbot,  Major  of  Engineers,  and  Brevet  Major- 
General   U.    S.   Volunteers,    commanding  Siege   Artillery, 
Armies  before  Richmond.     1  vol.,  8vo,  cloth.     $3 .  50. 
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OiEGE  AND  Reduction  of  Fort  Pulaski, 
Georgia. 

Papers  on  Practical  Engineering.  No.  8.  Official  Report  to  the 
U.  S.  Engineer  Department  of  the  Siege  and  Reduction  of  Fort 
Pulaski,  Ga.,  February,  March,  and  April,  1862.  By  Brig.- 
General  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  U.  S.  A.  Illustrated  by  Maps  and 
Views.      1  vol.,  8vo,  cloth.     $2   50. 

"■  This  is  an  official  history  of  the  siege  of  Fort  Pulaski,  from  the  commencement,  with  all 
the  details  in  full,  made  up  from  a  daily  record,  forming  a  most  valuable  paper  for  future 
reference.  The  situation  and  construction  of  the  Fort,  the  jwsition  of  the  guns  both  of  the 
rebels  and  the  Federals,  and  their  operation,  are  made  plain  by  maps  and  engraved  views 
of  different  sections.  Additional  reports  from  other  officers  are  furnished  in  the  appendix, 
and  every  thing  has  been  done  to  render  the  work  full  and  reliable," — BonUm  JaumaL 


G 


iLLMORE's   Fort   Sumter. 


Official  Report  of  Operations  against  the  Defences  of  Charleston 
Harbor  1863.  Comprising  the  Descent  upon  Morris  Island, 
the  Demolition  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  the  Siege  and  Reduction 
of  Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg.  By  Major-General  Q.  A.  Gill- 
more,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  and  Major  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers. 
With  76  Lithographic  Plates,  Views,  Maps,  &c.  1  vol.  8vo,  clo. 
$10.     Half  Russia.  $12. 

"General  Gillmore  has  enjoyed  and  improved  some  very  unusual  opportunities  for 
adding  to  the  literature  of  military  science,  and  for  making  a  permanent  record  of  his  own 
professional  achievements.  It  has  fallen  to  his  lot  to  conduct  some  of  the  most  striking 
operations  of  the  war,  and  to  make  trial  of  interesting  experiments  in  engineerini^  and 
artillery,  which  were  both  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  some  of  the  great  points  of  cur- 
rent discussion  in  military  art,  and  also  to  fix  the  attention  of  spectators  in  no  ordinary 
degree. 

"  His  report  of  the  siege  of  Fort  Pulaski  thus  almost  took  the  form  of  a  popular  scien- 
tific treatise ;  and  we  now  have  his  report  of  his  operations  against  Forts  Wagner  and 
Sumter,  given  to  the  public  in  a  volume  which  promises  to  be  even  more  .ittractive  at 
bottom,  both  to  the  scientiflc  and  the  general  reader,  than  its  predecessor." — Boiton  Daily 
Advertiser. 


UPPLEMENTARY     Report    to    the     Engineer    and 

Artillery  Operations  against  the  Defences  of  Charleston 
Harbor  in  1863.  By  Major-Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  and  Major  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers.  With 
7  Lithographed  Maps  and  Views,  i  vol.,  8vo,  cloth.     $5. 
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Treatise  on   Military  Surveying. 


Theoretical  and  Practical,  including  a  description  of  Surveying  In- 
struments. By  G.  H.  Mendell,  Captain  of  Engineers.  j  vol. 
iZTio  with  numerous  Illustrations,    cloth.   ^2. 

"The  author  is  a  Captain  of  Engineers,  and  has  kir  his  chief  authorities  Salneuve, 
Lalobre,  and  Siniins.  He  has  presented  the  subject  in  a  simple  form,  and  has  liberally 
illustrated  it  with  diagrams,  that  it  may  be  readilj'  comprehended  by  every  ono  who  is 
liable  lo  be  called  upon  to  furnish  a  military  sketch  of  a  portion  of  country." — Xew  York 
Evening  Post. 


ANUAL  OF  Instructions  for  Military 
Surgeons, 

In  the  Examination  of  Recruits  and  Discharge  of  Soldiers.  With  an 
Appendix  containing  the  Official  Regulations  of  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal General's  Bureau,  and  those  for  the  formation  of  the  Invalid 
Corps,  &c.,  &c.  Prepared  at  the  request  of  the  United  States 
Sanitary  Commission.  By  John  Ordronaux,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  Columbia  College,  New  York. 
l2mo.      Half  morocco.      $1.50. 

"The author  has  drawn  his  materials  from  the  best  accrc^ted  sources  of  information 
and  the  highest  authorities  in  both  hcmisi)heres.  He  selects  France  and  Prussia,  as  the 
representative  military  nations  of  Europe,  and  he  has  adopted  as  closely  as  possible  their 
order  of  instruction  on  the  subjects  of  the  enlistments  and  'discharges  ol  soldiers;  and,  in 
the  form  of  an  Appendix,  he  has  embodied  the  Code  of  Irttructions  relating  to  the  U.  S. 
Army,  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Medical  Officers.  conv^Dxl  »t  Washington  for  that  purpose, 
on  the  IJih  of  April,  1SG3,  to  which  are  also  added  too  Rfgulations  governing  the  forma- 
tion of  our  Invalid  Corps.  Nothing  ot  importance  ta  ariny  surgeons  has  been  omitted."' — 
Army  and  Nucy  Gazette. 


INTS    ON    THE  PRESERVATION    OF  HeALTH 

IN   Armif.s. 

For  the  use  of  Volunteer  Officers  and  Soldiers.     By  John  Ordronaux, 

M.  D.     New  edition,    l8mo,  cloth.     7 c  cents. 
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iFLED   Ordnance  : 


A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Application  of  the  Principle  of  the  Rifle 
to  Guns  and  Mortars  of  every  calibre.  To  which  is  added,  a 
new  theory  of  the  initial  action  and  force  of  Fired  Gunpowder. 
By  Lynall  Thomas,  F.  R.  S.  L.  Fifth  edition,  revised.  One 
volume,  octavo,  illustrated,    cloth.   $2. 


ANUAL  OF  Signals, 

For  the  use  of  Signal  Officers  in  the  Field,  and  for  Military  and 
Naval  Students,  Military  Schools,  etc.  A  new  edition, 
enlarged  and  illustrated.  By  Brig.-Gen.  Albert  J.  Myer, 
Chief  Signal  Officer  of  the  Army,  Colonel  of  the  Signal  Corps 
during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  With  31  Plates.  i2mo, 
roan.     $=c. 


T 


HE   Automaton  Regiment  ;  or.  Infan- 
try Soldiers'  Practical  Instructor. 


For  all  Regimental  Movements  in  the  Field.  By  G.  Douglas  Brewer- 
ton,  U.  S.  Army.  Nearly  put  up  in  boxes,  price  81  ;  when 
sent  by  mail,  $1.  40. 


T^HE  Automaton    Company;  or,  Infan- 
TRY  Soldiers'  Practical  Instructor. 

For  all  Company  Movements  in  the  Field.      By  G.  Douglas  Brewer- 
ton,  U.  S.  A.     Price  in  boxes,  $1.25  ;  when  sent  by  mail,  $1.95. 


^  I  ^HE  Automaton   Battery  ;   or,   Artil- 
lerists'  Practical  Instructor. 

For  all  Mounted  Artillery  Manoeuvres  in  the  Field.      By  G.  Douglas 
Brewrrtow,   U.   S.    A.       Price   in  boxes,    $l  ;  when   sent    by 
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ATTEN's  Army  Manual, 


Containing  Instructions  for  Officers  in  the  preparation  of  Rolls, 
Returns,  and  Accounts  required  of  Regimental  and  Company 
Commanders,  and  pertaining  to  the  Subsisten'^e  and  Quarter- 
master's Departments,  etc.,  etc.      i    vol.,  8vo,  cloth.       $2.00. 


P 
P 


ATTEN'S  Artillery  Drill,    i  voj-  i2mo,  paper. 

50  cents. 


ATTEN'S  Infantry  Tactics, 

Contains  Nomenclature  of  the  Musket ;  School  of  tl  e  Company  ; 
Skirmishers,  or  Light  Infantry  and  Rifle  Companj'  Movements; 
School  of  the  Battalion ;  Bayonet  Exercise  ;  Small-Sword  Exer- 
cise ;  Manual  of  the  Sword  or  Sabre.  izmo,  io*=-  t.igravings, 
paper  (revised  edition).      75  cents. 


P 


ATTEN'S  Infantry  Tactics. 


Containing  Nomenclature  of  the  Musket  ;  School  of  the  Soldier 
Manual  of  Arms  for  the  Rifle  Musket;  Instructions  for  Re 
cruits,  without  regard  to  Arms ;  School  of  the  Company 
Skirmishers,  or  Light  Infantry  and  Rifle  Company  Move 
ments ;  the  Bayonet  Exercise ;  the  Small-Sword  Exerdse 
Manual  of  the  Sword  or  Sabre.  i2mo,  92  Engravings,  paper 
50  cents. 


P 


ATTEN'S  Cavalry  Drill 


Containing  Instructions  on  Foot ;    Instruction   on   Horseba'"k  ;    Basi« 
of  Instruction  ;    School  of  the  Squadron,  and    Sabre    Exercise. 
93  Engravings,  izmo,  paper.      i;o  cents. 
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'T^ODLEBEN'S     (GeNERAl)    HiSTORY    OF    THE 

Defence  of  Sebastopol. 

By    William    Howard  Russell,  of  the   London   Times,      l   vol., 
izmo,  cloth.     $2.00. 


P 


ORTRAIT   Gallery  of  the  War,  Civil, 
Military,  and  Naval. 


A  Biographical  Record.  Edited  by  Frank  Moore.  Illustrated  with 
Sixty  fine  Portraits  on  Steel,  i  vol.,  8vo,  cloth,  $6.00.  Cloth, 
full  gilt,  $7.50. 


N 


OTEs  ON  Horses  for  Cavalry  Service, 


Embodying  the  Quality,  Purchase,  Care,  and  Diseases  most  fre- 
quently encountered,  with  lessons  for  Bitting  the  Horse,  and 
Bending  the  Neck.  By  Bvt.  Major  A.  K.  Arnold,  Capt. 
5th  Cavalry,  Assistant  Instructor  of  Cavalry  Tactics  U.  S. 
Mil.  Academy.      i8mo,  illustrated.     Cloth.     75  cts. 

eport  to  THE  Government  of  the 
United  States, 

On  tlie  Munitions  of  War  exhibited  at  the  Paris  Universal  Exhi- 
bition, 1S67.  By  Charles  B.  Norton,  U.  S.  V,  and  W. 
J.  Valentine,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Commissioners.  With  80  Illus- 
trations. I  vol.,  8vo,  cloth.  Published  at  $5,  now  reduce4 
to  $3 .50. 


S 


ervice  Manual 


For  the  Instruction  of  newly  appointed  Commiesioned  Officers, 
and  the  Rank  and  File  of  the  Army,  as  compiled  from 
Army  Regulations,  The  Articles  of  War,  and  th:  Customs 
of  Service.  By  Henry  D.  Wallen,  Bvt.  Brigadier-General 
U.  S,  Army.     i2mo,  cloth.     $J-53- 
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Treatise  on  Ordnance  and  Naval 
Gunnery. 


Compiled  and  arranged  as  a  Text-Book  for  the  U.  S.  Naval  Acade- 
my, by  Lieutenant  Edward  Simpson,  U.  S.  N.  Third  edi- 
tion, revised  and  enlarged,      l  vol.,  8vo,  plates  and  cuts,  clo. 

i  "  As  the  compiler  has  charge  of  the  Instruction  in  Naval  Gunnery  at  the  Naval  Acad- 
emy, his  work,  in  the  compilation  of  which  he  has  consulted  a  large  number  of  eminent 
authorities,  is  probably  well  suited  for  the  purpose  designed  by  it — namely,  the  circulation 
of  information  which  many  officers,  owing  to  constant  service  afloat,  may  not  have  been 
able  to  collect.  In  simple  and  plain  language  it  gives  instruction  as  to  cannon,  gun-car- 
riages, gunpowder,  projectiles,  fuzes,  locks,  and  primers ;  the  theory  of  pointing  guns,  rifles, 
the  practice  of  gunnery,  and  a  great  variety  of  other  similar  matters,  interesting  to  fight- 
ing men  on  sea  and  land." — Washingtcm  Daily  Globe. 


G 


UNNERY  Catechism, 


As  Applied  to  the  Service  of  Naval  Ordnance.  Adapted  to  the 
latest  Official  Regulations,  and  approved  by  the  Bureau  of  Ord- 
nance, Navy  Department.  By  J.  D.  Brandt,  formerly  of  the 
U.  S.  Navy.     Revised  edition,      i  vol.,  i8mo,  cloth.     $1.50. 

BuEEArr  or  Orknance — Navt  Department,  I 
Washington  City,  July  30,  1864.  J 

Mr.  J.  D.  Brandt— Sir  :— 

Tour  "Catkcuism  of  Gunnery,  as  applied  to  the  service  of  Naval  Ordnance,"  having 
been  submitted  to  the  examination  of  ordnance  oflicers,  and  favorably  recommended  by 
them,  is  approved  by  this  Bureau. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Obedient  Servant, 
H.  A.  WISE, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 


UNNERY  Instructions. 

Simplified  for  the  Volunteer  Officers  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  with  hints 
to  Executive  and  other  Officers.  By  Lieut.  Edward  Barrett, 
U.  S.  N.,  Instructor  of  Gunnery,  Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn.  i 
vol.,  1  2mo,  cloth.      %\    25. 

"It  is  a  thorough  work,  treating  plainly  on  its  subject,  and  contains  also  some  valuable 
hints  to  executive  officers.  No  officer  in  the  volunteer  navy  should  be  without  a  copy,"— - 
Boston  Evening  TravelUr. 
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LEMENTARY  INSTRUCTION  IN   NaVAL   OrD- 
NANCE  AND  GuNNERY. 


By  James  H.  Ward,  Commander  U.  S.  Navy,  Author  of  "  Naval 
Tactics,"  and '*  Steam  for  the  MilUon."  New  Edition,  revised 
and  enlarged.      8vo,  cloth.      82. 

"  It  conveys  an  amount  of  inforinatlon  in  the  same  space  tc  be  found  nowhere  else,  and 
given  with  a  clearness  which  renders  It  useful  as  well  to  the  general  as  the  professional 
iiiquirer." — X.   1".  Eeening  Post. 


ANUAL  OF  Naval  Tactics  ; 


Together  with  a  Brief  Critical  Analysis  of  the  principal  Modern 
Naval  Battles.  By  James  H.  Ward,  Commander  U.  8.  N. 
With  an  Appendix,  being  an  extract  from  Sir  Howard  Douglas's 
"Naval  Warfare  with  Steam."      1  vol.,  8vo,  cloth.     $3.00. 


AUTiCAL  Routine  and  Stowage. 

With  Short  Rules  in  Navigation.     By  John  McLeod  Murphy  and 
Wm.    N.   Jeffers,  Jr.,   U.    S.    N.       1    vol.,  8vo,  blue  clotk. 

$2    50. 


'TpoTTEN's  Naval  Text-Book. 

Naval  Text-Book  and  Dictionary,  compiled  for  the  use  of  the  Mid- 
shipmen of  the  U.  S.  Navy.  By  Commander  B.  J.  Totten, 
U.  S.  N.     Second  and  revised  edition.      1  vol.,  i2mo.     83  00. 

"  This  work  is  prepared  for  the  Midshipmen  of  the  United  States  Navy.  It  is  a  complpto 
manual  of  instructions  as  to  the  duties  which  pertain  to  their  office,  and  api>ears  to  have 
been  prepared  with  great  car •,  avoiding  errors  and  inaccuracies  which  hiid  crept  intr)  a 
former  edition  of  the  work,  and  embracing  valuable  additional  matter.  It  is  a  book  which 
»hould  be  in  the  hands  of  every  midshipman,  and  officers  of  high  rank  in  the  navy  would 
eften  find  it  a  useful  companion." — Boston  Journak 
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ESSONS  AND    PRACTICAL  NoTES  ON    StEAM, 


The  Steam-Engine,  Propellers,  &c.,  &c.,  for  Young  Marine  Engi- 
neers, Students,  and  others.  By  the  late  W.  R.  King,  U.  S.  N. 
Revised  by  Chief-Engineer  J,  W.  King,  U.  S.  Navy.  Ninth 
edition,  enlarged.      8vo,  cloth.     $2  00. 


HE   Steam-Engine  Indicator, 

And  the  Improved  Manometer  Steam  and  Vacuum  Gauges :  Their 
Utility  and  Application.  By  Paul  Stillman.  New  Edition. 
1  vol.,  izmo,  flexible  cloth,  $1.00;  flexible  morocco,  $1.25. 


S 


TEAM    FOR   THE    MiLLION. 


A  Popular  Treatise  on  Steam  and  its  Application  to  the  Useful  Arts, 
especially  to  Navigation.  By  J.  H.  Ward,  Commander  U.  S 
Navy.      New  and  revised  edition.      1  vol.,  8vo,  cloth.      $1. 


S 


CREW  Propulsion. 


Notes  on  Screw  Propulsion,  its  Rise  and  History.     By  Capt.  W.  H. 
Walker,  U.  S.  Navy.      1  vol.,  8vo,  cloth.     75  cents. 

"After  thoroughly  demonstrating  the  efficiency  of  the  screw,  Mr.  Walker  proceeds  to 
point  out  the  various  other  points  to  be  attended  to  in  order  to  secure  an  efficient  man-of- 
war,  and  eulogizes  throughout  the  readiness  of  the  British  Admiralty  to  test  every  novelty 
calculated  to  give  satisfactory  results.  *  *  *  *  Commander  Walker's  book  contains 
»n  immense  amount  of  concise  practical  data,  and  every  item  of  information  recorded  fully 
proves  that  the  various  points  bearing  upon  it  have  been  well  considered  previously  to 
expressing  an  opinion." — London  Mining  Journal, 

T)ooK's  Method  of  Comparing  the  Lines 
and  Draughting  Vessels  Propelled 
BY  Sail  or  Steam, 

Including  a  Chapter  on  Laying  off  on  the  Mould-Loft  Floor.      By 

Samuel  M.  Pook,  Naval  Constructor.      i  vol.,  Svo,  with  illus- 

traticrs.      In  pres':. 
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ISTORY    OF    THE    UnITED    StATES  NaVAL 

Academy. 

With  Biographical  Sketches,  and  the  names  of  all  the  Superintend- 
ents, Professors  and  Graduates  ;  to  which  is  added  a  Record  of 
some  of  the  earliest  votes  by  Congress,  of  Thanks,  Medals  and 
Swords  to  Naval  Officers.  By  Edward  Chauncey  Marshall, 
A.  M,      1  vol.,  i2mo,  cloth,  plates.      Ii. 

"Every  naval  man  will  find  it  not  only  a  pleasant  companion,  but  an  invaluable  book  of 
reference.  It  is  seldom  that  so  much  itilbrmation  is  made  accessible  in  so  agreeable 
a  manner  in  so  small  a  space." — New  York:  Times. 


ANUAL  OF  Internal  Rules  and  Reg- 
ulations FOR  Men-of-War. 

By  Commodore  U.  P.  Levy,U.  S.  N.,  late  Flag  Officer  commanding 
U.  S.  Naval  Force  in  the  Mediterranean,  &c.  Flexible  blue 
rloth.      Third  edition,  revised  and  enlarged.      50  cents. 

"Among  the  professional  publications  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  war,  we  willing- 
ly give  a  prominent  place  to  this  useful  little  Manual  of  Rules  and  Regulations  to  be 
observed  on  board  of  ships  of  war.  Its  authorship  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  its  accuracy 
and  practical  value;  and  as  a  guide  to  young  officers  in  providing  for  the  discipline- 
police,  imd  sanitary  government  of  the  vessels  under  their  command,  we  Icnow  of  nothing 
superior." — N.   Y.  Uerald. 


AVAL  Light  Artillery. 

Instructions  for  Naval  Light  Artillery,  afloat  and  ashore,  prepared 
and  arranged  for  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy,  by  Lieutenant  VV. 
H.  Parker,  U.  S.  N.  Second  edition,  revised  by  Lieut.  S.  B. 
Luce,  U.  S.  N.,  Assistant  Inftructor  of  Gunnery  and  Tactics  at 
the  United  States  Naval  Academy.  1  vol.,  8vo,  cloth,  with  23 
plates.     $3.00. 


Opherical  Astronomy. 

By    F.    Br'unnow,   Ph.    Dr.      Translated   by  the    Author   from  the 
Second  German  edition.      1  vol.,  8vo,  cloth.     $6.50. 
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CJquadron   Tactics   Under   Steam. 

By  FoxuALL  A.  Parker,  Commander  U.  S.  Navy,  Published  by 
authority  of  the  Navy  Department.  i  vol.,  8vo,  with  numer- 
ous Plates,     cloth.   $5. 

"  In  this  useful  work  to  Navy  officers,  the  author  demonstrates — by  the  aid  of  profuse 
dia]2rrams  and  explanatory  text — a  new  principle  for  manceuvring  naval  vessels  in  ac- 
tion. The  author  contends  that  the  winds,  waves,  and  currents  of  the  ocean  oppose  no 
more  serious  obstacles  to  the  movements  of  a  steam  fleet,  than  do  the  inequalities  on  the 
surface  of  the  earth  to  the  manoeuvres  of  an  army.  It  is  in  this  light,  therefore,  that  he 
views  a  vast  fleet— simply  as  an  army;  the  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions  of  which 
are  represeyited  by  a  certain  ship  or  ships.'" — Scientijic  American. 


o 


RDNANCE  Instructions  for  the  Uni- 
ted States  Navy. 


Part  1.  Relating  to  the  Preparation  of  Vessels  of  War  for  Battle,  and 
to  the  Duties  of  Officers  and  others  when  at  Quarters.  Part  2. 
The  Equipment  and  Manoeuvre  of  Boats,  and  Exercise  of  How- 
itzers. Part  3.  Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores.  Published 
by  order  of  the  Navy  Department.  I  vol.,  octavo,  cloth, 
with  Plates.      $5.00. 


N 


AVAL  Duties  and  Discipline; 


With  the  Policy  and  Principles  of  Naval  Organization.  By  F.  A. 
Roe,  late  Commander  U.  S.  Navy,  i  vol.,  izmo,  cloth. 
$1.50.  ^ 

sbon's   Hand-Book    of    the   United 
States   Navy. 

Being  a  compilation  of  all  of  the  principal  events  in  the  history  oi 
every  vessel  of  the  United  States  Navy,  from  April,  1861,  to 
May,  1864.  Compiled  and  arranged  by  B.  S.  Osbon.  i  vol., 
izmo,  blue  cloth.     S2.50 
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T    uce's  Seamanship: 

Compiled  from  various  authorities,  and  Illustrated  with  numerous 
Original  and  Selected  Designs.  For  the  use  of  the  United  States 
Naval  Academy.  By  S.  B.  Luce,  Lieut.-Commander  U.  S.  N. 
In  two  parts.  Third  Edition — revised  and  improved,  i  vol., 
royal  octavo.     Cloth.     $1000 


/Calculated  Tables  of  Ranges  for  Na- 
vy AND  Army  Guns. 

With  a  Method  of  Finding  the  Distance  of  an  Object  at  Sea.     By 
Lieut.  W.  P.  BucKNER,  U.  S.  N.      1  vol.,  8vo,  cloth.  $1.50. 


T 


HE  Naval  Howitzer  Ashore. 


By  FoxHALL  A.   Parker,  Commander  U.  S.  Navy.      1   vol.,  8vo, 
with  Plate?.     Cloth.     $4  00. 


T 


HE  Naval  Howitzer  Afloat. 


By  Foxhall  a.  Parker,  Commander    U.  S.  Navy.      1    vol.,  8vo 
with  Plates.     Cloth.    $4  00. 


N 


AVIGATION  AND  NaUTICAL  AsTRONOMY, 


Prepared  for  the  use  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy.  By  Prof.  J.  H 
C.  Coffin.  Second  edition  enlarged.  1  vol.,  izmo,  cloth. 
3-50- 

Taval  Courts  Martial. 


By  Commodore  A.  A.  Harwood,  U.  S.  N.     i  vol.,  8vo.     In  press. 
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olley's  Railway   Practice. 


American  and  European  Railway  Practice,  in  the  Economical  Gener. 
ation  of  Steam,  including  the  materials  and  construction  of  Coal- 
burning  Boilers,  Combustion,  the  Variable  Blast,  Vaporization, 
Circulation,  Superheating,  Supplying  and  Heating  Feed-water, 
&c.,  and  the  adaptation  of  Wood  and  Coke-burning  Engines  to 
Coal-burning ;  and  in  Permanent  Way,  including  Road-bed, 
Sleepers,  Rails,  Joint  Fastenings,  Street  Railways,  Sec,  &c.  By 
Alexander  L,  Holley,  B.  P.  With  yj  lithographed  plates. 
1  vo-1.,  folio,  cloth.      $12. 

"This  is  an  elaborate  treatise  by  one  of  our  ablest  civil  enfrineers,  on  the  construction 
and  use  of  locomotives,  with  a  few  chapters  on  the  building'  of  Uailroads  *  *  *  All  these 
subjects  are  treated  by  the  Author  who  is  a  lirst  class  railroad  enj;ineer,  in  both  an  intelli- 
gent and  intelliarible  manner.  The  facts  and  ideas  are  well  arranj^ed,  and  presented  in  a 
clear  and  simple  style,  acconi])anied  by  bi-autiful  engravings,  and  we  presume  the  work 
will  he  regarded  as  indispensable  by  all  who  are  interested  in  a  knowledge  of  the  construction 
of  railroads,  and  rolling  stock,  or  the  working  of  locomotives." — Scientific  American. 


Treatise  on  Ordnance  and  Armor. 


Embracing  Descriptions,  Discussions,  and  Professional  Opinions  con- 
cerning the  Material,  Fabrication,  Requirements,  Capabilities, 
and  Endurance  of  European  and  American  Guns  for  Naval,  Sea- 
Coast,  and  Iron-Clad  Warfare,  and  their  Rifling,  Projectiles,  and 
Breech-Loading;  also.  Results  of  Experiments  against  Armor, 
from  Official  Records.  With  an  Appendix,  refening  to  Gun- 
Cotton,  Hooped  Guns,  etc,  etc.  By  Alexander  L.  Holley, 
B.  P.  With  493  Illustrations.  1  vol.  8vo,  948  pages.  Half 
roan,  $10.    Half  Russia.  $12. 

"The  special  feature  of  this  comprehensive  volume  is  its  araple  record  of  facts  relating 
to  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats,  that  have  not  before  been  distinctly  pres'^nted  to  the 
attention  of  the  public.  It  contains  a  more  conipU'tc  account  than,  as  fir  as  we  are  aware, 
can  be  found  elsewhere,  of  the  construction  and  effects  of  modern  standard  ordnance,  in- 
cluding the  improvements  of  Armstrong,  Whitworth,  Blak jley,  Parrott,  Brooks,  Rodmam 
and  Dahlgren  ;  the  wrought  iron  and  steel  guns;  and  the  latest  system  of  rifling  projectiles 
and  brc ech-loailing.  

lectro-Ballistic  Machines, 

And   the    Schultz   Chronoscope.      By  Brevet  Lieut.-Colonel  S.  V. 
Ben£t.      1  vol.,  4to,  illustrated.     Cloth,  400. 
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RACTicAL  Treatise  on  Limes,  Hydrau- 
lic Cements,  and  Mortars. 

Papers  on  Practical  Engineering,  U.  S.  Engineer  Department,  No. 
9,  containing  Reports  of  numerous  experiments  conducted  in 
New  York  City,  during  the  years  1858  to  1861  inclusive.  B>' 
Q.  A.  GiLLMORE,  Brig.-General  U.  S.  Volunteers,  and  Majoi 
U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers.  With  numerous  illustrations.  One 
volume  octavo,     cloth.  S4. 

ieber  on  Guerilla  Parties. 


Guerilla  Parties  considered  with  reference  to  the  Laws  and  Usages  of 
War.  Written  at  the  request  of  Major-Gen.  Henry  W.  Hal- 
LECK,  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  By 
Francis  Lieber.      izmo,  paper.      25  cents. 

NioN   Foundations. 

A  Study  of  American  Nationality,  as  a  Fact  of  Science.  By  Capt. 
E.  B.  Hunt,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.  i  vol.,  8vo.  30 
cents. 


^  I  ^EXAS,  AND    ITS    LaTE    MiLITARY    OCCUPA- 
TION AND  Evacuation. 

By  Capt.   Edwin   D.    Phillips,  1st  Infantry,  U.  S.  A.     8vo,  pipei 
25  cents. 


Tnstructions    for  the    Government  of 
Armies  of  the   U.  S.  in  the  Field. 

I  Prepared  by  Francis  Lieber,  LL.  D.,  and  revised  by  a  Board  of 
OtHcers,  and  approved  by  the  War  Department,  in  General  Or- 
der, No.  100.  i2mo.  Price  25  cents  paper  covers.  Red  cloch, 
50  cents. 
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CuBMARiNE  Warfare, 

Offensive  and  Defensive,  including  a  Discussion  on  the  Offensive 
Torpedo  System,  its  effects  upon  Iron-Clad  Ship  Systems, 
and  influence  upon  future  Naval  Wars.  By  Lieut.  Com- 
mander J.  S.  Barnes,  U.  S.  N.  Illustrated  with  19  Engraved 
Plates  and  several  Wood-cuts.     8vo,  cluth.     $5, 

"  A  book  important  to  military  men,  and  esp^cia^y  so  to  engineers  and  artillerists,  con- 
sisting of  an  examination  of  tho  various  cffjnsive  and  defensive  engines  that  bave  been 
contrived  for  submarine  hostilities,  together  with  a  full  description  of  the  Electric  Torpedo 
and  its  supsrior  merits,  and  a  discussion  as  to  the  probable  value  of  gun-cotton,  and  still 
more  of  uitro-glycerine,  for  such  purposes." 


S 


YSTEM  OF  Naval  Defences. 


By  James  B.  Eads.     With  illustrations.     4to,  cloth.     $5. 

'•  This  v'llum?  is  a  report  made  to  the  Eon.  Gideon  Welles,  Sscretary  of  the  Navy,  as 
the  resi;U  of  the  author's  observations  abroad,  and  his  knuwiedge  of  the  condition  and 
wants  of  the  service  at  homo." 


A 


New  System  of  Fortifications. 


By  George  E.  Head,  A.  M.,  Capt.  29th  Infantry,  and  Bvt.  Major 
U.  S.  Army.     4to,  illustrated.     Paper.     $1. 


M 


anual  of  the  Boat  Exercise  at  the  u.  s. 

Naval  Act  demy,  designed  for  the  practical  instruction 
of  the.  Senior  Class  in  Naval  Tactics,  i8mo,  flexible  cloth. 
75  cts. 


'TpREATISE  ON  THE  MaRINE  BoILERS  OF  THE 

United  States. 

By  H.  H.  Bartol.     Illustrated.     8vo,  cloth.     $1.50. 


|Ead  Reckoning;  Or,  day's  work. 

By  Edward  Barrett,  U.  S.  Navy.     8vo,  flexible  cloth.     $1.25, 


N 


AVY  Register  of  the  United  States 

FOR  1870.     8vo,  paper.    $2. 
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EBELLioN  Record. 


Edited  by  Frank  Moore.     "  A  Cyclopaedia  of  the  War." 

This  work  is  a  compendium  of  information,  made  up  of  special  correspondence,  ofBcial 
reports,  an<l  gleanings  from  the  newspapers  of  both  sections  of  the  United  States  and  of 
Europe.     Of  these  latter,  over  five  hundred  are  u#ed  in  its  preparation. 

THE  REBELLION  KEtlOKD  has  now  become  so  firmly  established  as  the  standard 
authority  of  the  war,  that  individuals  in  all  departments  of  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Govern- 
ment are  constantly  sending  to  it,  for  publication,  narratives  of  important  events,  and  offi- 
cial reports  unpublished  elsewhere. 

In  addition  to  this,  most  of  the  speeches,  narratives,  etc.,  elsewhere  published,  have 
been  revised  by  their  authors,  specially  for  the  UECOKD. 

The  editor  has  aimed  at  completeness,  accuracy,  and  impartiality.  Completeness  has 
been  secured  by  the  fullest  possible  sources  of  information.  Accuracy  has  been  attained 
by  deferring  publication  of  all  matter  long  enough  after  events  for  the  accounts  of  them 
to  be  sifted.  Impartiality  has  been  a  special  object.  Every  authority  from  the  Southern 
side  has  been  sought  for  without  regard  to  labor  or  expense,  and  all  statements  and  docu- 
ments have  been  inserted  as  originally  found,  without  editorial  comment  of  any  kind. 

THE  liEBELLION  RECOKD  is  already  the  nKiin  source  of  history  of  the  war.  Most 
of  the  histories  of  the  war  yet  published  have  been,  in  a  great  measure,  compiled  from  the 
KEBELLION  RECORD.  This  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  documents  cited  in  those  works 
a,TC.  quoted  itilhe  ]>hr(if<evlogy  of  the  copies  r&cised  hy  their  authors  specially  for  the 
RECORD^  and  published  nowhere  else. 

This  work  is  of  special  value  to  statesmen,  inasmuch  as  the  course  and  policy  of  all 
prominent  men  are  fully  traced  in  it. 

It  is  indispensable  to  Lawyers.  A  large  and  increasing  amount  of  litigation  is  arising 
on  subjects  connected  with  the  war,  and" THE  REBELLION  RECORD  is  the  only  com- 
plete repository  of  evidence  and  authority.  All  important  Laws  and  leading  Decisions 
arising  tHit  of  the  war  are  reported  in  it;  and  it  has  already  been  received  <■«  authentic 
e^'ldence  in  trial  for  I'iracy  and  Treason  in  the  United  States  Courts  of  Philadelphia,  Now 
York,  Boston,  and  San  Francisco. 

The  Philadelphia  P/rsw  of  October  26,  1S61,  thus  speaks  of  it: 

"During  the  trial,  which  terminated  yesterday,  for  piracy,  of  one  of  the  crew  of  the 
Jeff.  Davis,  a  great  deal  of  evidence  was  offered  by  the  counsel  for  defence  taken  from 
Frank  Moore's  REBELLION  RECORD,  and  received  by  Judges  Grierand  Cadwallader, 
who  presided.  This  is  a  remarkable  compliment  to  the  work  in  question,  but  not  higher 
than  its  merits,  from  the  fulness  and  fairness  of  its  various  information  respecting  tho 
rebellion.  It  is  the  first  time  in  legal  and  literary  history  that  a  book  not  yet  completed 
has  been  so  stamped  with  authenticity  as  to  be  admitted  as  evidence  in  a  court  of  law, 
and  on  a  trial  for  a  capital  ofl'ence." 

Tho  Twelvo  volumes  already  completotl  contaia  : 

I.  A  Diary  of  Verified  Occurrences. 

H.  Ollicial    Documents.    Narratives,    of    Battles,    Proclamations,    General    Orders, 
Speeches,  etc..  North  and  South. 

III.  Poetry,  Incidents,  Anecdotes,  etc. 

IV.  A  Full  Analytical  Imlev. 

And  are  illustrated'   with    155    Portraits  on  Steel,  of  prominent  men,  North  and  South. 
Cloth,  per  vol.,  $5.00;  Sheep,  law  binding,  per  vol,  $6.00;   Half  calf,  antique,  or  hall 
morocco,  per  vol.,  $6.50;  Half  Russia,  per  vol.,  fT.OO; 
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23  MuKBAT  St.  and  27  Wakben  St.,  N.  Y. 
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